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Greetings Texas CLD Members,

It has been a wonderful year so far! I had the pleasure of meeting 
with some of the Texas members while at the conference in San 
Antonio. We had the opportunity to discuss and share ideas on 
how to continue propelling the Texas CLD chapter forward. Many 
thanks to everyone who attended that meeting and brought forth 
rich conversation and ideas!

The TCLD Board members and I continue to forge ahead on many 
important tasks including continuing and bettering the TCLD 
website, increasing our social media presence, and laying the 
groundwork for state level activities to promote membership and 
provide service to our state.

As the Board and I continue to work on bettering the TCLD 
chapter, we need your help. I challenge each of you is to recruit 
one member to both the CLD and TCLD organization. With an 
increased chapter membership, we can work to provide more 
opportunities for support, research, etc. Please check to see if 
you have paid your dues to the Texas Chapter; if you haven’t, 
please find the mailing address where you can send your $10 
Texas dues in the announcement section of this newsletter. 
Encourage undergraduate and graduate students, public/private 
schoolteachers, and fellow colleagues to join and attend!

I look forward to seeing each of you in Baltimore, MD on October 
19–20, 2017.

Best, 
Beth A. Jones, Ph.D.

President’s GreetingMission Statement

In This Issue

The Council for Learning 
Disabilities (CLD), an international 
organization composed of 
professionals who represent 
diverse disciplines, is committed 
to enhancing the education and 
quality of life for individuals with 
learning disabilities across their 
life span. CLD accomplishes this 
by promoting and disseminating 
evidence—based research and 
practices related to the education 
of individuals with learning 
disabilities. In addition, CLD 
fosters (a) collaboration among 
professionals; (b) development 
of leaders in the field; and 
(c) advocacy for policies that 
support individuals with learning 
disabilities at local, state, and 
national levels.
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• The Texas Chapter is slightly increasing each year. As of May 2017, we have 1 complementary, 
57 professional members, 3 retired professional members, and 33 student members for a total 
of 94 members of the TCLD Chapter.

• We continue to update the Texas CLD Website! We welcome your feedback.

• Check it out: http://texascld.strikingly.com/

• Interested in sponsoring the 2017 CLD Conference in Boston, MA? Please contact Maria 
Peterson-Ahmad for more information at petersonahmadm@wou.edu.

• We are soliciting interested Texas CLD members to highlight current research relevant to the 
field of learning disabilities for the Fall 2017 newsletter. If you are interested in contributing, 
please email Kristi L. Santi, Ph.D. Vice President for more information.

• Do you know someone who has just joined or is interested in joining the Texas CLD Chapter? 
Be sure to share this newsletter with them so they some of the benefits included with their 
membership.

• The Texas Board would like to highlight new members in future newsletters to gain a stronger 
sense of community within our organization. Please send all names/affiliations to Kristi L. 
Santi, Vice President.

Texas Student CLD Chapter News/Announcements

TCLD Award Winner

Congratulations Jennifer Ozuna from Forney ISD!

Jennifer Ozuna has been committed to educating students for the past 14 years. She 
currently teaches special education in a K-6 resource classroom. Jennifer has been 
awarded campus teacher of the year (2012 and 2017), teacher of the month (January, 
2014), and serves as campus ambassador, training other teachers.

texascldchapter@gmail.comhttp://texascld.strikingly.com

https://www.linkedin.com/pub/texas-cld-chapter/a5/b78/91b@texas_cld @texascldchapter

Connect with us:

Texas Council for Learning Disabilities

http://texascld.strikingly.com/
mailto:petersonahmadm%40wou.edu?subject=RE%3A%20Sponsoring%202017%20CLD%20Conference%20%20in%20Boston
mailto:klsanit%40uh.edu?subject=Re%3A%20Texas%20CLD%20Current%20Research%20Contribution
mailto:klsanti%40uh.edu?subject=Re%3A%20New%20Member%20Highlight
mailto:klsanti%40uh.edu?subject=Re%3A%20New%20Member%20Highlight
mailto:texascldchapter%40gmail.com?subject=
http://texascld.strikingly.com
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40texas_cld&src=typd
https://www.instagram.com/texascldchapter/
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Effective July 1, 2017 the following candidates began their terms in the following positions:

President: Kristi L. Santi (klsanti@uh.edu)
Kristi L. Santi, Ph.D., is a tenured Associate Professor of Special Populations in 
the department of Education Leadership and Policy Studies at the University 
of Houston. She earned a B.A. in History, a M.A.T. in secondary education and a 
M.S.E. in special education from Drake University. She earned her Ph.D. in special 
education from Florida State University in 2002. 2017–18 Appointments to Texas 
CLD Executive Board Effective July 1, 2017 the following candidates began their 
terms in the following positions: Kristi has two research lines that involve special 
populations - a) reading difficulties and identification of English Language 
Learners and b) transition services from high school to college. She is also the 

faculty advisor for the UH student organization Council for Exceptional Children. Prior to earning her 
Ph.D., Kristi worked with high needs students in the K-20 educational settings, serving as a teacher in 
both inclusion settings and in resource classrooms in elementary, middle, and high school.

Vice-President: Mariya Davis (mariyadavis@msn.com) 
Mariya has been in education for over 15 years. She had served the field of 
general education as a high school science teacher. She had also served the field 
of special education as a science inclusion teacher prior to accepting her current 
position as an educational diagnostician. Mariya holds two Master’s degrees 
(in Secondary Education and Special Education) and a Ph.D. degree in Special 
Education from Texas Woman’s University. Her research focuses on transition of 
students with disabilities into post-school environments and equipping them 
with skills necessary for successful employment, post-secondary education, and 
community involvement. Mariya’s research interests also include assessment in special education, 
inclusive practices for students with disabilities, family engagement, teacher preparation, professional 
development, and higher education. Mariya is passionate about serving students with disabilities and 
their families, and advocating for their needs. She has been a member of CEC, DCDT, and CEDS and 
served on several committees with Texas DCDT, Texas CEC, and DCDT. Mariya will begin her teaching 
career in higher education as an Assistant Professor of Special Education at Texas A&M University - San 
Antonio in Fall of 2017.

Treasurer: Lesli Raymond (tcld@noahraymond.com)
Lesli Raymond is a doctoral student in Curriculum and Instruction at Texas A&M 
University-Commerce. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from Texas 
Woman’s University and a Master’s degree in Special Education from Texas 
A&M University-Commerce. Lesli’s research interests include mathematics 
interventions to improve the problem solving performance of students 
with math difficulties and disabilities. She taught both general and special 
education students during her 22-year teaching career and currently works as an 
Educational Diagnostician for a large suburban school district. After graduating 
with her doctoral degree, Lesli plans to work on implementing STEM curriculum 

and interventions for students with exceptionalities.

2017–2018 Appointments to Texas CLD Executive 
Board 

mailto:klsanti%40uh.edu?subject=
mailto:mariyadavis%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:tcld%40noahraymond.com?subject=
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Secretary: Jennifer Farmer, M.S. (Jfarmer3@mail.twu.edu)
Jennifer is a Regional Special Education Director at Responsive Education 
Solutions, a charter management organization and has held this position for 
five years. She taught special education for four years prior to moving into 
administration and is a third year doctoral student at Texas Woman’s University. 
Her current research interests include effective leadership, charter school special 
education programs, and policy. This year she published her first refereed article 
and assisted as a teaching assistant in her very first collegiate course. Her ultimate 
goal is to work for the U.S. Department of Education advocating for students with 
learning disabilities through effective leadership and policy changes.

Past President: Beth Jones (Beth.Jones@tamuc.edu)
Beth A. Jones, Ph.D. is a tenured, Associate Professor of Special Education in the 
Department of Psychology, Counseling, and Special Education at Texas A&M 
University—Commerce (TAMU-C) in Commerce, Texas. Beth earned her B.S. in 
Interdisciplinary Studies and Master’s in Educational Psychology, with emphases 
in special education and school counseling from Texas A&M University. Beth 
earned her doctorate from Louisiana State University in Curriculum and 
Instruction, with a concentration in special education. At TAMU-C, Beth has 
taught courses in content area instruction, effective inclusionary practices, 
and special education law. Beth’s research interests are focused in the areas of 

academic and behavioral intervention and home-school collaboration. Prior to her work at TAMU-C, 
Beth taught public school for a total of 7 years, with experience in grades K-6 reading/ language arts 
and mathematics resource and inclusive settings. During her public school tenure, Beth served as 
lead special education teacher for two different districts and was nominated for special education 
teacher of the year.

2016–2017 Appointments to Texas CLD Executive 
Board (cont.)

Special thanks to departing Executive Board Members

Much appreciation and gratitude for the time, service, and dedication that was put forth 
to ensure and uphold TCLD and its mission to the following individuals! You have been 
instrumental to the TCLD Board. Many thanks from the Texas CLD Membership!

Beth Jones, Ph.D. 
2016–2017 TCLD President

Maria Peterson-Ahmad 
2015–2016 TCLD President
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Messages from CLD Leaders 
A message from the Vice President
Thank you all for your continued support of the Texas CLD Chapter. We strive to improve access 
to the latest news, research, and member highlights through the development and maintenance 
of our Social Media Connections. We encourage each of you to add, like, and follow us on social 
media. Our website was updated this year and now includes a link for research to highlight a 
new publication, a research study, or our own CLD Infosheets. The practice link is a tool designed 
to share the latest evidence-based practices. Please feel free to email any one of the board 
members when you see something that is new and exciting and helps us as we work to improve 
services for the diverse group of students with learning disabilities. Enjoy your summer break!

Cheers, 
Kristi L. Santi, Ph.D.

A message from the Treasurer
Greetings from your Texas CLD Chapter Treasurer!

I am honored to have served as your treasurer for the past four years. The total amount of your 
state level membership dues ($10 yearly) goes directly to support our Texas chapter and its 
mission. This past year I can report disbursements to support a Texas social at the Annual CLD 
Conference held in San Antonio and this newsletter. On the business side of things, this spring 
I filed our Franchise Tax Report as required for an organization like ours. Thank you for your 
membership!

Best, 
Heather Haynes Smith, Ph.D.

A message from the Secretary
Greetings! It’s hard to believe that another school year has passed. I am so proud to have had 
the opportunity to serve as YOUR secretary over the past year. I am proud that we have a diverse 
board and membership. I am proud that we have developed a way to give back to members and 
or community through sharing resources. TCLD is doing awesome things, so please join us and 
tell your friends, family, and colleagues about TCLD. Please be sure to access the resources on our 
website and follow us on social media! I look forward to serving another year. Happy Summer!

Thanks 
Jennifer Farmer, M.S.
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Beverly Lauren Weiser, Ph.D.
Current Position: Research Associate Professor 
University: Southern Methodist University (SMU)

Dr. Beverly Weiser received her Ph.D. in Education from Southern Methodist 
University (SMU) in 2010, with an emphasis on education research and 
statistics. A former third and ninth grade teacher, she also has over ten years 
of experience as an educational consultant specializing in instructional 
curriculum and implementation, coaching teachers and reading specialists, 
completing statistical analysis, working on computer assisted technology 
curriculum, participating in educational leadership research, and testing of 
students with reading, spelling, writing, and mathematics disabilities. 

Dr. Weiser is the Principle Investigator in a grant funded by the Office of 
Special Education to mentor Special Education teachers through data-focused technology coaching 
to increase teachers’ understanding of the science of effective, research-based reading instruction. 
By increasing teacher knowledge, the ultimate goal of this study is to improve Special Education 
students’ outcomes in reading, writing, and spelling (Grades K-8th). Recently, she received the 
Award for Outstanding Researcher of the Year by the Council for Learning Disabilities for her work, 
“Ameliorating Reading Disabilities Early: Examining an Encoding and Decoding Instruction Model.”

Dr. Weiser is currently a Research Associate Professor at SMU, teaching master level education classes 
on education research, probability and statistics, literacy assessment, differentiated learning, and 
reading and writing across content areas. She part of the Institute for Evidenced- Based Education 
at SMU, working on special education intervention grants, completing statistical analyses, coaching 
teachers and school leaders, and disseminating grant and other research projects’ findings through 
manuscripts, books, professional development, and presentations. Her research interests include 
learning disabilities, improving teacher content knowledge and instruction, differentiating 
instruction to meet varying abilities; providing effective coaching and professional development; and 
increasing student engagement, learning, and academic performance.

TCLD Member Spotlight

‘Birthplace of the Star Spangled Banner!’

We look forward to seeing YOU at the 39th International Conference on 
Learning Disabilities in Baltimore, MD, October 19–20, 2017! 

Information regarding the Texas social and Texas member meeting will be 
announced in the Fall.


