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New HISD Superintendent Greets HART Members, 

Asks for Advice from Veteran Teachers 

 

When Millard House II spoke to HART at the September 10 

meeting, he asked retirees, tongue-in-cheek, to return to 

active duty because the Houston Independent School District 

is short of experienced teachers. At some schools, he has 

reassigned campus administrators back to the classroom. He 

said that both of his parents were teachers, so he has been 

around educators his entire life. 

Regarding the emotional issue of COVID vaccines, Mr. 

House noted that his first priority is to gain the trust of 

teachers and students. HISD has a mask mandate, especially 

since so many younger children could not be vaccinated by 

the date school began, although the CDC guidelines have 

changed since then.  

The district’s COVID positivity rate is .6%. There is now an 

internet dashboard that shows the positivity rate by campus. 

Safety protocols are now in place in classrooms, buses, 

cafeterias and hallways, with student safety always a top 

priority. 

“I did my research on HISD before I took the job as 

superintendent,” he said. “I kept running across the name of 

Billy R. Reagan, so I knew he was an influential leader and I 

am delighted to have met Mr. Reagan at this meeting today.” 

As for virtual options, HISD will offer instruction over the 

Internet for a maximum of 20 days for students who have 

been quarantined by the virus, or who are 

immunocompromised. “We will be using software from the 

Pearson School. We find that 2-3% of students can excel at 

remote learning,” Mr. House said. 

 

Millard House II 

 

 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON  

HART members will celebrate the 

holidays with our annual Holiday 

Luncheon, benefiting the HART 

Scholarship Fund, Inc.  The date is 

Friday, December 10 at the Junior 

League of Houston, 1811 Briar 

Oaks. The doors will open at 11:00 

with welcome and entertainment 

beginning at 11:30.  

Our outstanding entertainment will 

be provided by former Kinder HS 

students Anthony Boggess-Glover 

and Lydia Modelist Alston. 

(Continued  on P. 6.)  

 

 

 

It is going be great to be together 

https://www.houstonretiredteachers.org/


Retirees To Receive Supplemental Payment 

TRTA 

 

On September 2, House Bill 5 passed the Legislature. HB 5 includes $701 

million in general revenue funds to provide a supplemental payment to 

retirees. Senate Bill 7, authorized a supplemental payment to eligible Teacher 

Retirement System of Texas (TRS) retirees. The bill has been signed by 

Governor Abbott. SB 7 authorizes a supplemental payment to retired 

educators equal to the lesser of a retiree’s current monthly annuity or $2,400 

dollars. HB 5 is significant because it funds the supplemental payment 

through the Legislature’s general revenue appropriations. The supplemental 

payment will be made to retirees without having a negative impact on the TRS 

pension fund. The health of the pension fund is critical for any future attempts 

to give retirees a much-needed cost-of-living adjustment (COLA). 

Retirees can expect to receive their supplemental payment on or before 

January 31, 2022. TRS will soon announce how this may roll out as they take 

into consideration various tax issues that may impact members.  

 

 
 

 

There are many grannies in HART, 

but how many of them have a 

grandson who’s an Olympian?  Bryce 

Deadmon, representing the USA at 

the 2021 Olympics in Tokyo, Japan, 

returned to Houston with two medals!  

He won the bronze for running in the 

First Mixed 4 x 400 meter relay in 

Olympics history, along with two 

young ladies and one other young 

man. The other medal was a gold, for 

running in the 4 x 400 meter relay with 

three other young men.  Deadmon’s 

proud granny is HART 1
st
 VP of 

Membership Johnnie Robinson. GO 

USA!  

https://trta.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=139c8c12f5d4628c0bbd65c86&id=45e6bf8ff6&e=1a1bb7c25e


Enhanced HART Website Offers New Features 

Richard Smith, Technology/Webmaster 

 

Our Houston Association of Retired Teachers website has been refreshed and 

relocated.  You can now get general information about HART along with news on 

meeting dates and their locations at our new website 

address:  https://www.houstonretiredteachers.org.  

Our revised website also provides a rationale for joining HART and the Texas Retired 

Teachers Association (TRTA) as well as instructions on how to join HART/TRTA. The  

      HART president has a special section on the  

      website that enables the posting of reminders  

      for events such as upcoming meetings, field  

      trips, luncheons, and any other items of interest 

      to the membership. 

      In addition, visitors can find the names of all  

      the current HART Board Members along with a  

      description of their responsibilities within our  

      organization. The Event Calendar gives HART  

      members an overview of all scheduled events  

      over a five-month period, including times and  

      addresses for those events. 

Also contained on the HART website are our newsletters starting with the August 2021 

issue.  Information about the HART scholarship and continuing education funds details 

how that money has been used.  A special feature of the website is the Contact Us link 

which allows you to submit a message to the HART leadership, have that message 

forwarded to the most appropriate recipient, and quickly get a response. 

Finding your away around our revised website is made simple through the menu located 

at the top of your screen.  Simply click on the title of the feature you would like to visit, 

and you will be instantly taken there.  Or you can scroll to any location if you would like 

to take the scenic route. 
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 Message from your President 

 
 

 

 

The weather is taking on a hint of fall, reminding me that this is the season of 

thankfulness. I am so thankful to see our members attending meetings, conquering 

the intricacies of Zoom, and reaching out to renew their commitment to HART 

and TRTA. Most of us are equally concerned with our health, the health of our 

friends and family, and the health of our organization. 

One member, who is 94 years strong, called to ask if she could send her check for 

$10 to HART, having already renewed with TRTA. My answer, of course, was 

“Yes!” Although not ready to attend meetings in person, she wanted to keep up 

her support of HART, knowing that our advocacy is vital to maintain and improve 

retired teacher benefits. We had a good chat about our legislative priorities and the 

good work done by HART and TRTA members.  

My number one priority right now is communicating with our membership and 

giving you multiple ways to get involved and be a part of your organization. So 

besides receiving your HARTbeat in the mail, you can visit our website at 

www.houstonretiredteachers.org. You can join our Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/848348952602563. If you just do not connect 

with computers and social media call me at 713-256-1024. I’m always interested 

in answering your questions or just chatting. 

Nicole Williams, with Dedicated Senior Medical Center, will speak at our 

November meeting. Laura Conely, with Urban Paths Wellness, will speak at our 

March meeting. Houston Police Chief Troy Finner will speak about senior safety 

at our February Meeting. And, of course, our fabulous Holiday Luncheon is 

December 10. I hope to see you at one or more of these events. 

 

Margaret Preston 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

HARTbeat is the newsletter of HART, 

edited by Howard Lindsay, 

hhlindsay@comcast.net. Please 

consider contributing photos, 

articles or letters. Your presence at 

HART events implies approval for us 

to use your photographs for HART-

related videos, internet publicity and 

publications. 

 

It has been a pleasure to have 

served as your HART 

President for the past two 

years. We all have gone 

through many changes 

together. Many thanks to the 

HART members who made 

my term as president go as 

smoothly as possible.  HART 

is a strong organization and 

we can make it even stronger. 

Thanks again for your 

support during my 

presidency.  Be healthy, be 

kind, and be safe. 

  

Jane Sakely 

Immediate Past President 

 

http://www.houstonretiredteachers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/848348952602563
mailto:hhlindsay@comcast.net


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

Calendar of Events 
 

 Nov. 4: Executive Board Meeting, 10:00 
a.m. Bayland Community Center 

 Nov. 13:  Drive-through Food Drive, 
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., Bellaire United 
Methodist Church 

 Nov. 19: General Meeting 

 Dec. 10: Holiday Luncheon, 11:00 a.m., 
Junior League of Houston 

 Feb. 11: General Meeting 

 Mar. 4: General Meeting 

 Mar. 11-13: TRTA Convention, Dallas 

 April 8: General Meeting 

 May 13: General Meeting 
 
 
All General Meetings will be at the Bellaire 
Community Center, 7008 S. Rice Ave., 
Bellaire Texas, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

HART Nominating Committee 

Prepares Slate of Officers  

The Nominating Committee met on 

September 10, 2021 and prepared a slate 

of officers for 2022-2023. 

 

Slate of Officers  

President:  Margaret Preston 

President-Elect:  Johnnie Robinson 

1st VP Membership:  Johnnie Robinson 

2nd VP Public Relations:  Jan Cooper 

3rd VP Programs:  Fay Dunwood 

4th VP Legislative:  Debbie Hall 

Treasurer:  Tom Sanders 

Recording Secretary:  Kathryn Brown 

Corresponding Secretary:  Rosa 

Espinosa 

 

Members of the Nominating Committee 
were:  Alford Bleeker, Fay Dunwood, 
Virgil Fisher, Donna Patch, Johnnie  
Robinson, Tom Sanders, and Jane 
Sakely, Chair. 
 

 

HART Directory 

Look for your HART Directory to be delivered 

to your inbox. Printing and mailing the directory 

is expensive and will only be mailed if you do 

not have an email address or make a special 

request. So, if you would like a printed 

directory mailed to you, call Margaret Preston 

at 713-256-1024.  

 

A limited number of directories will also be 

available at the November 19 meeting and the 

November 13 drive-through food drive from 

9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., in the parking lot of 

Bellaire United Methodist Church, on the 

corner of Bellaire Blvd and Newcastle. 

Donations to HART are always appreciated to 

help defray these added expenses. 

 

In case you don’t have an article about the 13th check: 

On September 2, House Bill 5 passed the 
Legislature. HB 5 includes $701 million in 
general revenue funds to provide a 

 



 
 

Holiday Luncheon (Cont. from Page 1) 

It is going be great to be together again. For our protection, we will only have 8 seats at 

a table and tables will be spaced. The cost is $40.00. Although the menu has not been 

set, we promise orange rolls. Virgil Fisher is collecting money. You can call him at 832-

623-0053, mail him a check to 5834 Picasso Place, Houston, TX 77096, or come to the 

November meeting and pay at that time.  

Don’t miss this entertaining event. Get out your festive attire and join us in this great 

celebration. Here are the resumes of our outstanding performers. 

Native Houstonian Anthony Boggess-Glover is a proud graduate of Houston’s Kinder 

High School for the Performing and Visual Arts. A Vocal Music major, he sang with the 

Chorale and The Young Performers and appeared in the all-school musicals as a singer 

and a dancer. He also traveled with HSPVA to perform in Houston’s sister cities in 

Taiwan and Norway. After graduation Anthony attended SUNY Purchase in New York 

and the University of Houston Downtown studying theater. He received the 

Outstanding Actor Award in 1988, 1989 and 1992. From 1997-2015 he also served as 

Artistic and Music Director of the NAACP-ACT-SO Competition and Gala. For over 20 

years he served as staging director and choreography for the HSPVA Young Performers. 

Gospel and jazz pianist and composer Lydia Modelist Alston is also a proud graduate of 

Houston’s Kinder High School. A student in the jazz department and a pianist in the top 

Jazz Ensemble, Lydia traveled with the HSPVA ensemble to Chiba City, Japan as part of 

the Sister Cities exchange program. In addition to her performances in the jazz 

department, Lydia also was pianist and student conductor for the HSPVA Young 

Performers, a vocal jazz/pop ensemble, a position to which she returned for several 

years after completing her studies at Texas Southern University and Clayton Johnson 

Music Studio.  At Kinder she also served as a music theory instructor and jazz and pop 

mentor to many young pianists. She has served as pianist for several churches and since 

2006 has been the Minister of Worship and Praise at Houston’s Brentwood Baptist 

Church.  At the Wortham Theatre she directed a collaborative concert, A Celebration of 

Gospel, featuring the Brentwood Mass Choir and the 76-piece Texas Medical Center 

Orchestra.  Additional credits include musical director for productions at the Great 

Caruso Dinner Theatre, the Ensemble Theatre, and with B.A.S.E. Productions as a 

pianist in the Motown and More Review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


