
Where honeymoon dreams come true

Whether it’s table settings, toasters, or towels, wedding registries guarantee 

that you get what you want. A Travel Café Bridal Registry uses a similar con-

cept to bring you the honeymoon of your dreams. We’ll get to know you and 

everything you’re looking for, and help you realize your ultimate honeymoon 

destination.

Setting up a registry is simple… give us a call and we’ll take care of everything…

in fact, we’ll jump start your account with our own $25 donation.

www.travelcafeonline.com 406.259.0999
313 North Broadway, Billings, MT 59101
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LIFELONG FAMILY STORIES 
BEGIN HERE...

www.travelcafeonline.com

Call 406.259.0999

Whether you’re cruising or camping, 
family trips create lasting smiles 

and memories. What could be better 
than laughter and discovery,  alongside 
the ones you love.

For grandparent/parent friendly cruises, 
resorts, and destinations, call a Travel 
Advocate today.



Vive La Difference! by Kelli Johnson CTA, Travel Advocate, Travel Café

In this issue, you’ll be whisked off to France with Travel 

Advocate Kelli Johnson CTA, join a Disney Family 

Adventure in Eastern Europe, and take a Sip and Spin 

bike tour through the vineyards of Oregon’s Willamette 

Valley, Napa and Sonoma counties of California, and the 

Yadkin River Valley of North Carolina. You’ll also see a 

great trip to the Okanagan, British Columbia’s beautiful 

wine country, offered on page six. 

Check out our new “In the Café” page to meet this 

issue’s featured chef and share a recipe…and don’t forget 

to tear out the Café Coupon for a specialty drink. We’ve 

also dedicated an entire page to our XPLOR Travel Club. 

As the club grows, so do the benefits. Our website now 

features a sign in page for members where they’ll find 

exclusive offers, news and tips.

I can’t fit in all of the new changes to our website 

and  Fresh Brewed into this column, so check it out for 

yourself…and if you missed a past issue, you’ll find the 

last five or so online at: www.travelcafeonline.com.

Happy Winter Travels,
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Welcome to a Fresh Brewed Winter

After months of anticipation, my excitement grew as our 
plane finally landed in Bordeaux, France. My group of 
four Billings area women were happy to see the smiling 

faces of our guides Dan and Diane O’Neil, West Wind Tours LLC, 
waiting just outside security. They’d made the trip from Montana 
three days earlier, and were rested and ready to introduce us to the 
sights and people of the Dordogne Valley.

Once out of Bordeaux, we passed well known vineyards - 
St.Emilion, Pomerol, Côtes de Castillon, and Bergerac. We crossed 
the winding Dordogne River several times before turning north 
into rolling hills. Any exhaustion we felt disappeared when Dan 
drove up to our first B&B. It was gorgeous! The owners’ home, 
originally a mill, still has a small stream passing under part of the 
house and through the yard. Our “home” for two nights was once 
a barn. It’s been beautifully renovated with six very comfortable 
rooms and a well equipped guest lounge/breakfast room. Outside, 
a flower covered gazebo and patio offered places to relax or have 
breakfast on warm mornings. That evening, we enjoyed a picnic 
(bread, cheese, pâté, fruit and wine) on another terrace next to a 
pond.

In the morning we explored the magnificent Chateau de Haute-
fort and its gardens. We found its history fascinating. It began as a 
Roman camp, became a medieval fortress, then a house of leisure 
in the 17th century. After being painstakingly restored over several 
decades in the 20th century, it was almost completely destroyed by 
an accidental fire in 1967. Unfazed, the baroness took on the huge 
task of once again having it rebuilt and refurnished. If you’ve seen 
the Drew Barrymore film “Ever After”, you would recognize Hau-
tefort. It was featured as the royal palace in many scenes.

The Dordogne Valley has many prehistoric caves, but due to 
deterioration of the drawings caused by human contact, only a few 
still allow visitors to view the original drawings. The Grottes de 
Font de Gaume, discovered in 1901, allows only 200 visitors a day 
to tour the caves, so we were glad Diane had made reservations 
weeks in advance for one of the rare English tours. We saw 14,000 
yr. old drawings of bison, reindeer, and a symbol that is unidenti-
fied to this day. Amazingly, these drawings were created with large 
magnesium oxide “crayons”, by the light of torches and primitive 
oil lamps. The artists used the natural contours of the rock to give 
the animals a 3D quality. 

The weekend markets in Sarlat and St.Cyprien gave us the op-
portunity to watch the local residents [continued on page 4] 
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Join XPLOR
Travel Cafés new Travel Club

Travel Café’s XPLOR club, your direct line to 
travel ideas and savings, gives you all these great 
benefits for $35 annual membership fee:

Waiving your first booking fee ($40) ■■

when you book a trip through Travel 
Café

$1.00 off one specialty coffee drink a ■■

month (for 12 months) at  Travel Café

A birthday gift■■

Subscription to Fresh Brewed Travel ■■

News

Special invitations to local outings and ■■

events

Quarterly travel events ■■

Earn XPLOR rewards/discounts for ■■

referring others to the club

XPLOR membership card■■

To learn more about the club, call any one of our 
Travel Advocates.

406.259.0999 | www.travelcafeonline.com

www.travelcafeonline.com

Coming Soon! 
XPLOR Rewards
Earn Rewards Points from 100 to 300 points per 

booking through XPLOR Rewards.
Book an Air/Hotel package, or a cruise and earn points 

to waive booking fees, for pre-charged Travel Cafe gift 
cards, Travel Trays, mugs and more. More details about 
the program to roll out in the next issue.

The XPLOR’s new password protected page 
offers exclusive opportunities, travel tips, 
travel news and more.

Save a tree and see the world with Fresh Brewed 
Travel News digital addition. All of the new issues 
will be available for free, online and will no longer 
be sent through the mail. If you don’t have online 
access, drop by the cafe for your copy.

See What’s New at 
TravelCafeOnline.com

Our first Wine and 

Women of the World 

event saw 60 attendees who 

enjoyed celebrating wine 

& world travel with Banana 

Beach Resort-Belize, GoGo 

Worldwide Vacations/

Intercontinental Resorts, 

Princess Cruises, Snow 

Country Clothing, St.Vincent 

Spirit of Women, RBC Dain 

Raucher & food presented 

by An Affair to Remember 

Catering.  See you at the 

next one in the spring.

Wine and Women of 
the World

Join us on March 13, 2008 for 
our second in a series of Women 
and Wine of the World events: 
From Burgundy to Bordeaux.

Limited Seating, Unlimited 
Fun. Call Travel Cafe and ask 
for Amanda to reserve your 
space.  $5.00
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Pacific Northwest 
Treasures
Just west of the Magic City are creators of fabulous food 

and wine. The Pacific Ocean and the Cascade Range set 
the tone for what is produced in the Pacific Northwest. 
The food and wine are flavorful and grounded, much 
less unpretentious than fare from the state just south of 
Washington and Oregon. Food writer Braiden Rex Johnson 
just released Pacific Northwest Wining and Dining: The 
People, Places, Food, and Drink of Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, and British Columbia. She calls this book a “love 
letter” to the Pacific Northwest in which she shares 
recipes from the chefs and winemakers who highlight the 
food from this area. For the wine tourist, Paul Gregutt’s, 
Washington Wines and Wineries: The Essential Guide, 
will not lead the curious astray, providing the insider’s 
view, rating the wineries rather than the wines. As we 
begin this New Year, pay attention to the flavors that are 
emerging from our closest neighbors.

Stella Fong writes the Wine-
Wise column for Magic City Mag-
azine. Her articles have appeared 
in Big Sky Journal, Western Art 
and Architecture, and Montana 
Quarterly. She will be co-chair of 
the MSUB Wine and Food Festi-
val in 2008 and 2009.

Pear Brandy Champagne 
Cocktail

SERVES 4
1/4 cup sugar ■■

1/4 cup plus 4 teaspoons Clear Creek ■■

Distillery Williams Pear Brandy 

2 2/3 cups chilled champagne ■■

1 small Bosc pear, sliced■■

In a small saucepan, heat sugar and 1/4 cup pear 
brandy over moderate heat until sugar is dissolved, 
about 5 minutes. Remove pan from heat and cool 
syrup. Spoon 1 1/2 tablespoons syrup into each of 4 
champagne glasses and add 1 teaspoon pear brandy 
to each glass. Add 2/3 cup champagne to each glass 
and stir well. Garnish with pear slices.

Travel Café’s rechargeable Gift Cards work for a cup 
of French Roast, Croissant Sandwiches, or a visit to the 
French Riviera. Drop by and pick up one for a friend...
and don’t forget about yourself. Travel Café | 313 North 28th | Billings, MT 59101 

406.259.0999 | Toll Free 888-404-0999 
www.travelcafeonline.com

STARTING IN 2008 TRAVEL CAFé WILL 
FEATURE A SPECIALTY DRINk EVERY 
MONTH:

January 2008
Urbane Apple Cider - Apple cider prepared 
with sweet apple and stark spicy tones, a sprig of 
cinnamon, and peppered with red hot candies 
and drizzled with caramel. Take a moment to 
sit back, relax, and enjoy the invigorating aroma 
and taste of Travel Café’s Urbane Apple Cider.

February 2008
Swiss Escape - Peppermint Crème combined 
with a dark espresso in a delicate milk base. 
Enjoy this smooth lavish drink while viewing 
prismatic Switzerland vacation destinations.

March 2008
Irish Mist - Irish Crème & Vanilla combined 
with espresso in a delicate milk base. Travel to 
a destination of peace and serenity – just you, 
your luxurious Irish Mist and watching the mist 
roll over the Cliffs of Dover. 

More news to come in our Spring Issue of Fresh 
Brewed Travel News. 

When you drop by the Café for Breakfast, Lunch, or 
a snack, bring in this coupon to receive $1 OFF all 
Specialty Drinks.

The Gift That Keeps 
On Giving

In The Café

SAVe At the CAfÉ
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choose from a great selection of fresh ingredients 
for their upcoming meals. Being free of the “what 
to cook for dinner” dilemma that week, we con-
centrated on the shops and stalls offering regional 
crafts and products. The colorful bed linens I found 
are a daily reminder of my trip. In Monpazier, one 
of several “Bastide towns” we visited, we 
enjoyed a leisurely Sunday lunch out-
doors on the town square. Waiters had 
to carry everything from the restaurant 
across the street, but we seemed to be the 
only ones who found that unusual. 

The narrow streets in the many unique 
villages we visited made Dan’s job of driv-
ing and parking the van an adventure in it-
self. Houses stood only feet from the roads, 
but their often brightly painted shutters of-
fered privacy. In St.Emilion, we encountered 
a couple of cobblestone streets so narrow 
that we’d have to stand almost against the wall 
of a building to let a car pass. 

Our second B&B was on a hillside outside 
Beynac, overlooking the Dordogne Valley and 
castles in the distance. Our hosts, Jean Claude 
and Francois, left a busy life in Paris to create this peaceful 
sanctuary. They welcomed us warmly into their beautifully 
remodeled home. That evening they served us a delicious meal 
on the terrace. The next evening on the short walk down to the 
village for dinner, we spotted several hot air balloons drifting 
across the valley. We were thoroughly entertained when a local 
dog came to the kitchen door late in the afternoon. Francois 
gave him a package and told him to take it home. He trotted 
down the hill while Francois explained that she often sent food 
to his elderly owner. If that were my dog, the package would 
have been eaten long before he got home, but she said her 
neighbor always received the package untouched – amazing!

We also stayed on a farm south of Bordeaux. We dined at 
a huge round wooden table, once the bottom of a vat where 
grapes were stored just after the harvest. Our hosts, their three 
sons, two other couples, (English and Canadian) and the six of 
us made for an animated dinner experience. During breakfasts 
and dinners, it was fun to be able to converse with the fami-
lies and to see both the differences and similarities between 
our day to day lives. Our last night was spent in a wonderful 
chateau that has its’ own winery on the grounds. Dinner and 
breakfast here were taken in a room with large windows look-
ing out onto the lawns and vineyards. Normally guests do not 
stay at so many different B&B’s on a tour, but Diane offered us 
the chance to try several of her favorites, and we eagerly ac-

cepted. I can now 
understand her dif-
ficulty in choosing 
just a couple for any 
given tour. 

We had many 
other adventures 
during the week. 
The river cruise 
from La Roque Gageac (called “one of the most beautiful vil-
lages of France”) on a sunny afternoon was great, showing 
us the villages and castles along the Dordogne, with English 
commentary on our headphones. Castelnaud was a huge de-
fensive castle we saw on the cruise and visited later in the day. 
Like others in the Dordogne Valley, it changed hands several 
times in the Hundred Year’s War. Displays throughout the 
castle showed us a little of what life must have been like for 
the villagers as well as the noblemen of the time. Life was not 
easy then, and many of the displays contained examples of the 
weapons used to defend the castle. However, during our peace-
ful “invasion” of the castle, we climbed the ramparts only to 
enjoy the spectacular views of the valley.

 Though most of us didn’t drink wine, (imagine that on a 
tour in wine country!) Diane still included two wine chateaux 
in the itinerary. We were able to tour the Chateau Mon-
bazillac, which produces 300,000 bottles a year of a sweet 

white wine that Diane explained is similar to Sauternes, but 
less expensive. On a tour of the Chateau de la Riviere in Fron-
sac, we walked through huge stone caves that house countless 
shelves of bottles and rows of wine barrels. 

Everyday was full of amazing sights, new experiences and 
laughter. I truly feel that we would not have been able to see 
Bordeaux or the Dordogne Valley in such detail had it not 
been for our guides Diane and Dan. Their knowledge of the 
region, and the pleasure they take in introducing others to the 
people and places they’ve found, made ours a very special va-
cation – one I would recommend to everyone.

Whether it is a “girlfriends’ getaway” or couples traveling 
together, let West Wind Tours & Travel Café design an all in-
clusive tour for your group of 4-6 adults.

Call Kelli today and start planning your “unique glimpse of 
the French lifestyle”. Tel. 406.259.0999

Vive La Difference!
Continued From Page 1

Clockwise from upper left: 
Dinner at the farm, Dardogne 
B & B, Sarlat Saturday Market, 
Kelli in LaRoque, Beynac Castle 
& Village
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You don’t have to go all the way to Bordeaux, Alsace, Tuscany or the 
Loire Valley to sip and spin through magnificent wine country. From 
coast to coast, our own wine regions offer stunning routes, world-

class wines, and packages to suit different budgets. Options include fully 
guided and supported multi-day excursions arranging everything from up-

scale hotels to luggage transport to private tastings at wineries and host 
hotels. You can also hire local cycling guides to provide intimate glimpses of 
their home turfs, or in most areas, follow winery maps for a straightforward 
do-it-yourself exploration.

Some of the best and least crowded cycling can be found in Oregon’s 
Willamette Valley, Napa and Sonoma counties of California, and the Yadkin 
River Valley of North Carolina. 

Oregon Pinot Noir was put on the map at the 1979 “Wine Olympics” in 
Paris, when a 1975 Eyrie Vineyards Reserve Pinot Noir, from the Willamette 
Valley, took third place among the 600 entries. Nearly two-thirds of Oregon’s 
wines can be found in the V-shaped Willamette Valley between Portland and 
Eugene. Scenic roads zigzag past orchards, oak forests, fields abloom with 
wildflowers and quaint covered bridges. In the warm months, bustling farm 
stands sell locally grown gooseberries, loganberries, boysenberries and red 
currants.

Down California way, you’ll cycle along country lanes through one of 
the regions more rural winery getaways, Sonoma county’s Dry Creek Valley. 
Known for spicy reds, great whites and relatively flat roads, you’ll feel like 
you’re gliding through Provence, France. A typical day tour includes 15-20 

mile rides with three to five winery stops and a gourmet picnic lunch waiting 
for you along the way. 

The California wine country is blessed with an average temperature of 76 
degrees and virtually no rain from April to November, making this the perfect 
place for an outdoor adventure. Tours here offer lots of sunshine, low humid-
ity, cool nights, easy gliding and great tastes around the next bend.

North Carolina is now one of the top five producing wine states in the 
nation. Once known for growing the world’s finest tobaccos, changing times 
and legislative pressures have caused local farmers to turn to wine grapes 
as an alternative crop. Grape growing and wine making have grown rapidly, 
with the latest count showing 350 vineyards and 61 wineries in North Caro-
lina. The grapes cultivated in the Yadkin River Valley are typically European 
varietals, with some standard chardonnays and tasty cabernets. The county 
roads of the Yadkin offer historic accommodations, fine dining, charming 
vineyards and a more vigorous, yet less crowded cycling adventure. 

These are just a few of the options awaiting the sip and spin traveler. 
Wherever you decide to visit, traveling on bikes through wine country gives 
you the best fresh air seat in the house as you wind your way through one 
taste treat after another.

“ Raindrops on roses, and whiskers on kittens…bright copper kettles and warm woolen 
mittens…” ¶ We all know the words to Julie Andrews’ ‘My favorite things’ from the movie 
Sound of Music, but our family was pleasantly surprised this summer when we visited some

Adventures by Disney

Our European Royal Holiday by Linda Simmers

Sip and Spin Vacation by Billie J. Ruff

of thesites where the movie was actually filmed in Salzburg, Austria. Our personal tour guide in 
Salzburg pointed out the familiar steps leading into the Mirabel Gardens where the Von Trapp 
children sang and danced with Maria; the cemetery behind St. Peter’s Restaurant where the family 
hid; and the gazebo where Rolf and Liesel danced under the stars. All of this and more was 
pre-arranged for our group of 28 who were part of one of the new ‘Adventures by Disney’ fully-
escorted all-inclusive tours to Europe.

Our royal adventure began with three nights in Vienna, followed 
by two nights in Salzburg, culminating with two nights in Prague, 
Czech Republic. This is the second Disney ‘Adventure’ our family has 
taken, with the first being to Italy last summer. We were so impressed 
with the family-focused itinerary, the first class accommodations, the 
quality of the food,  and how all of the details were seamlessly taken 
care of for us with the help of Disney and our travel agent.

The two Disney Adventure Guides hosting our group from start to 
finish were incredibly knowledgeable about all of the locales in Aus-
tria and the Czech Republic. They also made our motor coach rides 
enjoyable with family-friendly trivia contests and games along the 
way (with lots of good historical background given – so you antici-
pated everything you were about to experience!). 

Some of the highlights of our adventure included lots of ‘Schnitzel’ 
and ‘Strudel’ and tasting of the Austrian aperitif – ‘Schnapps’, and a 
private marionette puppet show. The kids enjoyed making pottery at a countryside palace; play-
ing with the manor farm animals; dressing up in 18th Century royal clothing at Vienna’s Schon-
brunn Palace and a Disney movie night back at the hotel. 

Our family especially enjoyed the private after-hours tour of the oldest zoo in Europe – the 
Vienna Zoo – with a private dinner served to us in a former Imperial Pavilion. We also had 
great fun exploring the famous ‘Helbrunn Castle’ ( Salzburg, Austria) – built by an 17th Century 
Archbishop by the name of Markus Sittikus who was a bit eccentric and had a unique sense 
of humor. Hidden on the grounds of his castle amidst the many Greek mythological statues 
and lakes were many surprising ‘trick water fountains’. Markus would unnervingly surprise his 

palace guests at the end of his lavish parties with a unique way of ‘signaling them to go home’. 
He would secretly ignite his trick water fountains soaking his guests to the bone!  As you might 
imagine, both the adults and junior adventurers’ on our trip had many a good laugh trying to 
avoid these hidden water surprises!

Disney has a way of making every guest feel special on these new adventures. One of my 
favorite things on our ‘Imperial Cities’ tour was our two and a half hour cruise on the ‘Prinz 

Eugene’ down the Danube River. We were treated to a lovely catered 
lunch aboard, while we viewed incredible story-book like scenic 
castles and monasteries along the river banks. Just prior to boarding 
the river boat, we visited the small medieval cobblestone town of 
‘Durnstein’ where king Richard the Lion-hearted was held captive 
high atop the hillside in a castle fortress.

Our entire adventure was purely magical, as we awoke each 
morning ready to explore a new city and immerse ourselves in the 
local culture. But I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the incredible 
grand finale farewell dinner that Disney had planned for us at ‘Cas-
tle Hill’ at the Toscana Palace in Prague, Czech Republic. Without 
giving too much away, suffice to say that we were given the ‘Royal 
Treatment’ throughout the entire evening, which began with a fun 
4-Musketeer duel where we felt we were part of the royal family.

We never dreamed that our first Adventures by Disney ‘Viva Ita-
lia’ tour last summer could be topped – but this summer our ‘Imperial Cities’ tour came awfully 
close!  I can still taste the incredible sweetness of the deep, dark, rich chocolaty smooth ‘Sacre-
torte’ pastry of Austria, and the sweet home-baked ‘Apple Strudel’ served to us at the Schonb-
runn Palace of Vienna!  And the kids?  They were beaming from ear-to-ear with a new surprise 
around every corner of our week-long Disney Adventure! 

Where will we visit next?  That decision is getting tougher and tougher, as Disney just an-
nounced 8 new adventures – with new places to discover such as Australia, China, Peru and 
more!  Our family’s imaginations are soaring right now – with so many new adventures awaiting us! 
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What better way to toast a day of hiking, biking and 
kayaking British Columbia’s stunning grassland and 
mountain trails, meandering riverside pathways, 

turquoise lakes and hillside vineyards than with a glass of fine local 
wine? How about making the toast while soaking in an outdoor 
hot tub? 

Welcome to your Okanagan Wine Country adventure 
vacation, named one of the “World’s 25 Best New Trips for 2007” 
by National Geographic Adventure Magazine. The Okanagan 
Valley, while dubbed the “Napa of the North,” is yet to be widely 
discovered. Nestled in the snow-capped Caribou, Monashee and 

Selkirk Mountains of 
south-central British 
Columbia, it is perhaps 
the finest grape growing 
region in the world – and 
an ideal setting for your 
6-day wine tasting/active 
adventure vacation.

Distinctive Accommodations: 
Nights 1 & 2: Burrowing Owl  Awaken to breathtaking views of rolling 
vineyards nestled in a sunlit valley from your private balcony.  This 
guesthouse features only 10 private guest rooms with luxury tubs and 
showers, a 25-meter pool and guest lounge right next door to the winery. 

Nights 3 & 4: Summerland Waterfront Resort
One of the region’s premier properties, Summerland Waterfront Resort 
offers a unique and memorable guest experience along with perfect 
seculsion on a quiet stretch of Okanagan Lake waterfront. All guest rooms 
have full kitchens, fireplaces and balconies. Full service spa available.

Night 5: Manteo Resort 
Located on the shores of Okanagan Lake, Manteo Resort is Kelowna’s finest 
waterfront resort and hotel. With 102 units, this full-service resort offers 
guests the highest standard of comfort.

Trip LeNgTh: 6 DAys/5 NighTs

Call your Travel Café Travel Advocate To Book!

Dates: Jun 15 2008 - Jun 20 2008
 sep 07 2008 - sep 12 2008
 sep 14 2008 - sep 19 2008

When Wheels 
Get In The Way!

When do wheels get 
in the way?  Just 
about anywhere, 

from the gravel runways of Af-
rica to the cobblestone streets 
of Europe.  At Red Oxx we 
specialize in making bags that 
work smartly in these diverse 
situations.  Our latest creation, 
the Sky Train, was developed for 
the carry on traveler. Our new 
hybrid design makes transition-

ing from one mode of travel to the next a breeze.  With some 
careful planning and efficient use of space you can reduce your 
luggage down to one bag and a personal item.  We worked 
with web author and travel guru Doug Dyment to design this 
highly functional carry on bag.  

With the ability to transition from shoulder bag to back-
pack the Sky Train makes the ideal bag for European travel.  
Cobblestone streets and train aisles are the bane of wheeled 
bags. Those narrow aisles crammed with passengers make 
it practically impossible to roll a bag.  Having your items in 
a tight, well-designed carry on bag is the correct solution to 
these problems.  The rectangular shape allows your clothes to 
be positioned flat and organized keeping wrinkles to a mini-
mum.  Foam padded sections provide rigidity yet are flexible 

when it comes time to cram it 
into a micro sized taxi. 

Our original solution for 
this type of bag, the Air Boss, 
was conceived for the business 
traveler and is strictly a shoul-
der carry bag.  Our female 
customers started requesting 
shoulder straps on this bag.  
Rather than compromise a 
great design, it was time to 
design something to meet 
their needs.  The hybrid design 
of the Sky Train allows it to 
transform from suitcase style 
and into a backpack.  Simply 
deploy the velour-covered 
shoulder straps from their 
zippered storage pocket and 
you can move the load to your 
back.  Grab loops on two sides, one for side carry and the 
other for pulling it out of the overhead storage bin. The added 
bonus of having your hands free is nice, especially when you 
only have a few minutes to grab a double mocha and catch the 
next flight!  

Planning your wardrobe and having the ability to wash 
some clothes on the trail are crucial to traveling light.  Things 
like permanent press and wool are classic ways to cut down 
on time spent doing laundry. Layering is the key as well, since 
large bulky items don’t do well in varying climates.  Another 
way is to bring along some older items that you can discard 

along the trail making way for items picked up along the way.  
Finding a unique garment is sometimes the perfect souvenir. 

Learning to travel this way is an adjustment for most folks, 
but experienced travelers understand the value of minimalism.  
Missed connections for baggage can create a snag that can 
really throw off your travel schedule and spoil your trip. For 
more information visit RedOxx.com or visit our retail store in 
Billings.

Cheers, 

Jim Markel

Join Austin Lehman
Adventures to Okanagan Valley - Canada’s Wine Country

Recommended Associates



BOOK YOuR VACATION TODAY! CALL 406.259.0999 FRESH BREWED TRAVEL NEWS / WINTER 2008   7

The ABC’s 
of ATM’s Abroad
It used to be automatic. Along with passports and airline 
tickets, travelers would not leave home without their trav-
elers’ checks. These days, with fewer merchants accepting 
traveler’s checks and the relatively high fees for buying and 
cashing them, many travelers have moved to credit, debit, 
and ATM cards as their source of funds while on the road. 
Here are some tips for international transactions.

Visa and Mastercard charge a one percent ■■

fee for foreign transactions, and most banks 
tack on an additional two percent to convert 
the transactions to US dollars. Check with 
your credit, debit and ATM card providers 
to determine which of your cards are most 
travel-friendly, or sign up for a new card with 
a provider that waives or reduces the fees (for 
example, Capital One adds no fee, and absorbs 
the one percent Visa and Mastercard charge, and 
Wachovia charges just the one percent.)
Make sure you have ample available credit and/■■

or funds deposited, and check expiration dates 
on the cards you have chosen. Remember, many 
foreign ATM’s accept four-digit PINs only, and 
typically don’t display letters on the keyboards. 
If you use a word to remember your PIN, 
memorize the numeric equivalent before leaving 
home.
Unusual foreign transactions may be flagged as ■■

fraudulent, so let your credit, debit and ATM 
card providers know of your travel plans to 
avoid a freeze on your account. Take more than 
one card with you to ensure that you have an 
alternative should your account be frozen.
Make a list of convenient ATM locations in ■■

your destination cities before you go. Both Visa 
and Mastercard have on-line worldwide ATM 
locators covering more than 210 countries. 
Make sure that your ATM card displays a Visa, 
Mastercard, Cirrus o r Plus logo for worldwide 
acceptance.
Prepaid debit cards are a safe, albeit more ■■

expensive, alternative to a traditional debit 
or ATM card. You simply purchase the value 
needed ahead of time and use in ATM machines 
while traveling. Since the card is not connected 
to your checking account, there is no danger of 
being wiped out should it be stolen or lost, but 
there are usually extra fees involved.
Make all of your purchases in local currency, ■■

and beware of merchants offering to convert 
your purchases into US dollars. These merchants 
typically inflate the exchange rates by as much as 
five percent.
Cash-to-Cash machines are common, especially ■■

in Europe. They look like ATM’s - the difference 
being that you feed in currency rather than a 
card. While they seem very convenient, they are 
best avoided as they charge inflated exchange 
rates. The same is true for the currency exchange 
booths at many international airports.
Exchange rates and commission fees can be very ■■

expensive when converting foreign currency 
back to US funds, so try to limit your cash 
withdrawals to just what you need. Use your 
remaining currency for a last lunch or souvenir, 
or tuck it away for your next trip.

Journey
with confidence

It used to be automatic. Along with passports and airline 
tickets, travelers would not leave home without their trav-
elers’ checks. These days, with fewer merchants accepting 

traveler’s checks and the relatively high fees for buying and 
cashing them, many travelers have moved to credit, debit, and 
ATM cards as their source of funds while on the road. Here are 
some tips for international transactions.

Visa and Mastercard charge a one percent fee for foreign 
transactions, and most banks tack on an additional two percent 
to convert the transactions to US dollars. Check with your cred-
it, debit and ATM card providers to determine which of your 
cards are most travel-friendly, or sign up for a new card with a 
provider that waives or reduces the fees (for example, Capital 
One adds no fee, and absorbs the one percent Visa and Master-
card charge, and Wachovia charges just the one percent.)

Make sure you have ample available credit and/or funds de-
posited, and check expiration dates on the cards you have cho-
sen. Remember, many foreign ATM’s accept four-digit PINs 
only, and typically don’t display letters on the keyboards. If 

you use a word to remember your PIN, memorize the numeric 
equivalent before leaving home.

Unusual foreign transactions may be flagged as fraudulent, 
so let your credit, debit and ATM card providers know of your 
travel plans to avoid a freeze on your account. Take more than 
one card with you to ensure that you have an alternative should 
your account be frozen.

Make a list of convenient ATM locations in your destination 
cities before you go. Both Visa and Mastercard have on-line 
worldwide ATM locators covering more than 210 countries. 
Make sure that your ATM card displays a Visa, Mastercard, Cir-
rus or Plus logo for worldwide acceptance.

Prepaid debit cards are a safe, albeit more expensive, alterna-
tive to a traditional debit or ATM card. You simply purchase the 
value needed ahead of time and use in ATM machines while 
traveling. Since the card is not connected to your checking ac-
count, there is no danger of being wiped out should it be stolen 
or lost, but there are usually extra fees involved.

Worry-Free Travel

For Your Convenience...
Fresh Brewed Travel News is now available online. Past and current issues with all of 

the travel articles, opportunities, ideas and tips you’ve grown accustomed to, will be 

at your fingertips 24/7. We strive to make travel more comfortable while doing our 

part for the environment.

Thanks from the Staff of Travel Cafe.

www.travelcafeonline.com 406.259.0999
313 North Broadway, Billings, MT 59101
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www.travelcafeonline.com

At the Top of Broadway!

Explore even more of the 
world with Disney

Now offering 18 
worldwide itineraries, 
Adventures by Disney takes 
you to the stories behind 
the scenes of some of 
the greatest destinations. 
These family-focused 
vacations, led by two 
Disney-trained Adventure 
Guides, can show you the 
world only Disney could 
dream up.

2008 Destinations

Recommended by Travel Café

SAVINGS ARE OFF OF ORIGINAL CONTRACTED RATES/PRICES AND ARE REFLECTED ABOVE. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy accommodations and round-trip midweek air from Billings.  Valid for travel
4/1-6/26/08.  Pricing based on April travel.  Pricing for other travel periods may be higher.  Airfare to Riviera Nayarit must be booked on Frontier Airlines “D” class contract economy published fare.  Airfare to Cancun/Riviera
Maya must be booked on Frontier Airlines “Q” class contract economy published fare.  Airfare to Los Cabos must be booked on Frontier Airlines “P” class contract economy published fare. Surcharges apply for select activities.
Rates are subject to change without notice; availability, holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges and other restrictions apply.  September 11th Security Fee up to $10, U.S. departure taxes for international travel, PFC’s and
foreign departure tax of up to $120 are additional and may be payable prior to departure. GOGO Worldwide Vacations is not responsible for errors or omissions in the content of this ad.  CST#2007207-30  ADV#549 SS 11/07

For more information, call TRAVEL CAFÉ at 406-259-0999

MEXICO - All-Inclusive Treasures of the Tropics!

Longer or shorter stays available

ALL-INCLUSIVE PACKAGES INCLUDE:
Hotel accommodations & taxes • Roundtrip midweek air • Roundtrip airport
transfers • All meals, snacks, beverages, gratuities, activities and more

Riviera Nayarit
Riu Jalisco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$945
Riu Vallarta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$989
Cancun/Riviera Maya
Riu Caribe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$985
Riu Playacar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1015
Riu Cancun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1025
Riu Yucatan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1029

Riu Palace Las Americas . . .$1155
Riu Palace Mexico . . . . . . . . .$1269
Riu Palace Riviera Maya . . . .$1415
Los Cabos
Riu Santa Fe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1019
Riu Palace Cabo

San Lucas . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1325

5 nights5 nights

Photo Credit: Riu Palace Cabo San Lucas


