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Serving visitors and locals alike for over 40 years, the Helicopter Tour Industry is an important 
component of New York City’s tourism sector. The Helicopter Tourism & Jobs Council is a 
coalition of operators and supporters of the industry committed to ensuring people from 
around the world can continue to view the world’s most majestic cityscape from a unique 
perspective, the sky, while protecting the jobs and livelihoods of industry employees.

Air Tours are the ONLY helicopter flights in NYC that NEVER fly over land. Tours never cross 
Manhattan island. Tours never fly before 9:00 AM. Tours never operate on Sundays, a change 
the industry made to work with concerned local elected officials and community groups in 
2016. Tour operators also set a limit on the number of tourism operations permitted every 
month. As the chart below demonstrate, Air Tours are the most heavily regulated helicopter 
flights in New York City.

WHO WE ARE

OUR OPERATIONS

For more information visit: www.helicoptertourism.com



REALITY

Over 90% of complaints relating to helicopter noise have NOTHING to do with air tours, 
but rather commercial or government operations.

For the first 6 months of 2017, there were only 9 complaints related to air tours, 
7 in Manhattan and 2 in Brooklyn. All flights were found to be in compliance.

 The industry adheres to monthly total flight caps.

In 2015, the Helicopter Tourism & Jobs Council commissioned a poll that demonstrates 
overwhelming support for our industry. Fully two-thirds of city voters opposed an 
outright ban on air tours. Support was above 60% in every borough. Moreover, noise 
pollution as an issue ranked dead last on voters’ priority lists, with only 1% selecting it 
as their top concern.

The Helicopter Tour industry maintains 200 full time employees at an average 
salary of $43,000 while the average tourism sector job in NYC pays $37,0002. 

The Helicopter Tour Industry workforce is approximately 50% female and/or 
minority and more than 20% of industry employees are military veterans with 
many vets operating as helicopter pilots.

Over 120,000 people will take a helicopter tour this year. Each of which will be 
able to attest to the magnificence of New York City after their experience.
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ECONOMIC DATA

Tourism is the second-fastest-growing sector of New York City’s economy.  
The last major study of the tour industry found it generates over $33.2 million 
in economic output to New York City1. This revenue contributes to social services 
and other priorities of city residents.  
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