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If you’re a typical student from the Bronx, 

Karachi, or Athens, you have no way to engage 

in live conversations with your idols: no place 

where you can hear their stories, ask burning 

questions, understand their perspectives, and 

learn from their experiences.  

Conversations with innovators, leaders, and 

entrepreneurs are inaccessible to the 

students that need them the most, even 

though such conversations have the power to 

inspire, illuminate potential, and create 

meaningful local impact. Such experiences are 

too expensive, too selective, or simply 

nonexistent for most youth.

THE PROBLEM



TILE makes conversations with leaders, 

innovators, and entrepreneurs accessible to 

everyone. Working with students worldwide, 

TILE organizes free conversation series that 

bring together local teens and a notable 

speaker for monthly, hour-long discussions. 

Our unique model allows us to bring vital 

educational resources to the most underserved 

regions while empowering students to create 

change in their own communities. TILE 

currently has 240 locations and 41 

countries, including conflict zones in Yemen 

and South Sudan. By the end of 2018, TILE 

will reach over 1 million students. 

WHAT IS TILE?



The best way to create a 
generation of creators, doers, 
and thinkers: give students 

access to the leading creators, 
doers, and thinkers of today. 



Speakers at TILE events have included 

everyone from CEOs of international 

companies to world-renowned social justice 

advocates, cutting-edge startup founders, 

and celebrated authors. 

Past speakers include: 

- Larry Miller, CEO of Jordan 

- Sadie Lincoln, founder of Barre3 

- Josh Reich, founder of Simple 

- Kim Malek, CEO of Salt & Straw 

- Solomon Choi, founder of 16 Handles 

- Monica Enand, CEO of Zapproved 

- Joel Gonzalez, Olympic Gold Medalist 

OUR SPEAKERS



TILE is facilitating the exchange of ideas, advice, and 

insights from one generation of change-makers to the 

next. Here's what our TILE chapters have to say: 

“TILE is like the next TED, only more accessible and 

open. It's an educational model that empowers.” 

“Working with TILE has made me an open-minded 

thinker and doer. I am so thankful for the TILE team.” 

“I feel more like a risk-taker. I am more open to trying 

new things and am determined to make an impact.” 

“My TILE journey has given me an opportunity to 

interact with people I wouldn't have before.”' 

Watch Owen + Craig: a TILE story (2:20), 

at www.tiletalks.co/video.

OUR IMPACT

LOCATIONS ON SIX 

CONTINENTS 

750+ CHAPTER LEADERS 

250,000 STUDENTS 

REACHED IN 2017 

1 MILLION PROJECTED 

ATTENDEES IN 2018 



In early 2016, Mohammed Al-Adlani, a high school

student from war-torn Sana'a, Yemen, reached out 

to TILE. Mohammed wanted to start a chapter in 

high school, which was located in the epicenter of 

the conflict. 

Mohammed subsequently organized five of TILE's 

most successful events, many of which took place 

in a bomb shelter. Over the course of the season, 

hundreds of students from all across Sana'a came 

to talk with the local innovators, leaders, and 

entrepreneurs they look up to. 

In September 2017, with the help of TILE, 

Mohammed escaped into Beirut, Lebanon. 

Read his incredible journey in his own words at 

www.tiletalks.co/story.

MOHAMMED'S STORY



"It was reason enough for them to keep learning, to 
persevere through the suffering just a little bit longer. 
After that first night, my peers became noticeably 

more active and passionate. 

One simple conversation helped us realize that we 
should still have hope; we should still take action to 

shape our future. 

Launching the first TILE event was indescribably 
difficult, but the conflict could not stop us from 
creating a venue for such important conversation 

and interaction." 

- Mohammed Al-Adlani



The TILE manual and Platform are the 

backbone of TILE's operations. 

The manual is a proprietary 12-page document 

that explains in detail how to start and operate a 

TILE conversation series. Constantly updated 

with new information, the manual is easily 

accessible anywhere in the world. 

The TILE Platform—an online resource guide 

featuring guidelines, case studies, directories, 

and templates—and our student-led support 

team allows TILE to scale everywhere where 

there is internet access. By putting teenagers 

in the driver's seat, we can operate with minimal 

overhead while hosting high-quality events. 

Check out the TILE manual at

www.tinyurl.com/tiletalks.

THE TILE MANUAL AND PLATFORM 



Growing up as the son of refugees, Michael Ioffe realized at a 

young age how access to educational resources can positively 

impact a life. Halfway through the fifth grade, he was sent to Access 

Academy in his hometown of Portland, Oregon. Although highly 

gifted, Michael wasn’t doing well academically, and this public school 

specialized in helping children like Ioffe succeed. 

The school was a 40-minute commute to the other side of town, but 

Michael immediately began to thrive. The school, however, needed 

funds and support: it was housed entirely in three dilapidated 

portables, which let the rain in on a regular basis. Recognizing that 

some of his fellow students were brilliant writers, Ioffe packaged and 

published their stories into three books to raise awareness and 

funding. By the end of his eighth grade, Access received a new, safer 

building. 

Once in high school, Ioffe discovered that many Portland schools 

were overcrowded and in disrepair. Right before his senior year, a 

problem with lead in the water was discovered, placing a sense of 

urgency to rebuild. To try and force the school board to act more 

quickly, Ioffe organized the largest student walkout in Oregon history: 

1,500 students on a four-mile march. In the spring of his senior year,

voters passed a $790 million bond to fund new school development. 

THE TILE BACKSTORY



It was one specific experience with inequity that 

had the greatest impact on Michael Ioffe. His 

sophomore year, Ioffe reached out to dozens of local 

business and nonprofit leaders, asking for a 

conversation. Ioffe wanted to learn about innovation, 

leadership, and entrepreneurship and found it 

perplexing that innovators, leaders, and 

entrepreneurs themselves did not have a venue to 

share their stories, insights, and advice. 

Soon, his mission became clear: Ioffe decided to 

create a space where every student, regardless of 

background, would have access to live conversations 

with the innovators, leaders, and entrepreneurs they 

looked up to the most. Ioffe wanted to create a

completely free and accessible educational 

resource, one that would foster incredibly powerful 

and meaningful connections. Thus, TILE was born.

THE VERY BEGINNING



TILE started as a single, monthly conversation series operating 

out of the basement of the Armory, a theater in Portland. Three 

years later, TILE is the world's largest conversation series, with 

240 locations in 41 countries and counting. 

TILE immediately broke ground with its novel conversation

series model, which, unlike events like TED, encouraged 

attendees to be active participants. Each hour-long event would 

start off with an invited luminary answering a few questions 

about their story and background. Then, a student would 

moderate a conversation between the luminary and the 50-200 

students in the room. 

TILE talks were designed from the onset to be extremely low- 

overhead, exclusively live, completely interactive, and always 

free for attendees. To this day, our model has not changed in the 

slightest. 

The first-ever TILE talk took place with Rick Turoczy, a local

startup evangelist, on September 14, 2015. Take a look at 

www.tiletalks.co/sample. 

THE FIRST TILE TALK



"I want every student to have access to conversations with 

the luminaries they look up to the most, and I strongly 

believe that TILE is the best venue for that type of interaction. 

My goal is to have a TILE chapter in every city, town, 

village, and school." 

- Michael Ioffe, CEO 

In 2018, TILE will host events featuring influencers such as 

Casey Neistat - an internationally regarded filmmaker - and 

Nate Brown, Creative Director for Jay Z, Beyoncé, Kanye 

West, and Drake. TILE is on track to launch over 1,000 

chapters throughout 2018, cementing our place as the 

preeminent gathering place for students passionate about 

innovation, leadership, and entrepreneurship.  

This is just the beginning. We're breaking down barriers 

and bridging the gap, one conversation at a time. 

TILE'S FUTURE



TILE is leveling the playing field in 
a simple but very powerful way: by 
democratizing access to innovators, 
leaders, and entrepreneurs, and the 
incredibly valuable ideas, stories, 
and insights they have to share. 



Lara Stein: Founder, TEDx 

Chris DeWolfe: Co-Founder, MySpace and Jam City 

Lauren Rinkey: Global Brand Experiences, Nike 

Craig Masback: Former CEO, USA Track and Field 

Peyton Chapman: Member Board of Directors, NASSP 

Brett Schilke: Director of Impact, Singularity University 

Jodi Walder-Biesanz: Independent College Counselor 

Henry Hooper: Business Teacher, Lincoln High School 

David Spiro: Chief Medical Officer, AllMed 

THE TILE BOARD



THE TILE TEAM

From left to right: Bram Wathen, Olivia Million, Sydney Dowling, Michael Ioffe, Anna Bilha, Luke Martiros. Not pictured: Jake Deutsch.



The 11 questions asked at every TILE event: 

Who are you and what do you do? Why is it important? 

Take us through your trajectory up to right now. What 

have the inflection points of your life been? 

What was high school and college like for you? 

How important has formal education been in your 

experience thus far?  

What has been your biggest source of learning? 

What was your low point, and how did you bounce 

back? 

What is the worst advice you’ve ever received? 

Walk us through an ethical dilemma you’ve faced. 

What do you see as the future? Does it excite or scare 

you? 

What is your one piece of advice for the audience?  

What is needed of future innovators, leaders, and 

entrepreneurs, education-wise or otherwise? 

THE 11 TILE QUESTIONS



TILETALKS.CO

Michael Ioffe, CEO: 
michael@tiletalks.co

 
Olivia Million, Public Relations: 

olivia@tiletalks.co 
 

Jake Deutsch, Development: 
jake@tiletalks.co 

 
West Coast: 

601 SW 2nd Ave #2100 
Portland, OR 97204 

 
East Coast: 

21 Babson College Drive #2571  
Wellesley, MA 02481


