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Why It Matters

Every year, hundreds of animals are injured or killed on Outer
Banks roads. Most of these accidents happen at night or during
early morning hours when wildlife is most active. Many species
— from marsh rabbits to river otters — move between
soundside wetlands and dune habitats, crossing roads like NC-12
or smaller neighborhood lanes. *

The Outer Banks are also home to protected species like sea

turtles, piping plovers, and red wolves. Vehicle strikes can have
devastating effects on their already fragile populations. Slowing
down isn’t just courteous — it’s conservation in action.




DRIVE WITH CARE

KEEP IT SLOW

Posted speed limits exist

for a reason — most

roads on the islands double

as wildlife corridors. Slower speeds

give you time to react if an animal darts out.

USE YOUR LIGHTS WISELY

Dim high beams when approaching animals g
or other cars, bright lights can confuse
or freeze wildlife in place.

WATCH SHOULDERS AND DITCHES

You may spot eyeshine or movement
before the animal crosses.

AVOID DISTRACTIONS

Stay off your phone — even a few sconds
of inattention can mean tragedy
for small wildlife.

MIND THE WEATHER

Rain and fog push animals toward
higher, drior roadsides. Be extra alert
during storms or after heavy rainfall.
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Dld You Know’?

Sterd Many Outer Banks roads, including NC~12 are buﬂt , :
' through neilral wildlife corrldors that connect soundS|de

k wetlands to ne habitats. EE

otters, and foxes frequently Cross ros |

orning when traffic is light — but-visibilit:

they’re headed can save their lives. , .
ain and fog push ammals toward hlgher drier road5|des i ‘ ;
I nlng wildlife crossings increase after storms. :
rikes-are one of the top human-caused threats -
o species like the red wolf and the marsh rabbit on the S
Outer Banks. . [|_;

+ By slowmg down just 5 mph a driver can double their
reaction time — giving both people and wildlife a better
‘chance to stay safe.
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Wildlife Road Safety in the Outer Banks,
North Carolina: Protecting Wildlife and
Keeping Drivers Safe

This guide promotes safe driving practices to protect local wildlife along
North Carolina’s Outer Banks. It serves as an educational resource for
residents, visitors, and teachers, emphasizing that careful driving helps
preserve the area’s biodiversity.

About the Publisher

Outer Banks Coastal Conservation (OBCC) is a n%roﬁt orgalvtlor»
dedicated to fostering environmental stewardship and-a deeper
connection to the O!er Ban,k@o:fl North Carolina throug‘h education,
outreach, and conservation initiatives. =

Learn more and download free educational resources at:
www.theobcc.org.
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