
Orchard Lake Schools
Faith.   Education.   Tradition.

SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary    @      St. Mary’s Preparatory     @      The Polish Mission

Our campus has been blessed with a family of people who serve God for the greater good, who echo the 
words of St. John Paul II in their actions, and who make good things happen.  September brought so many 
beginnings to us that we can reflect on them with renewed energy, determination and enthusiasm.  Our 
family rigorously thought through everyday challenges as they related to present and future needs, and 
now we harvest those efforts both spiritually and academically.

The faculty, staff, students and families of St. Mary’s Prep have witnessed victories, both big and small, 
in the way our flexible campus provides for both indoor and outdoor learning environments.  They’ve 
rejoiced in the MHSAA’s decision to restore the fall athletic season based on stringent health and safety 
guidelines.  And they’ve adjusted the ways they do things, from holding the Homecoming Golf Outing to 
benefit OLSM classroom technology upgrades to the Moms and Dads Club planning for an online Auction 
from late November through early December.  To coin an familiar phrase, “The show must go on.”

Two of our seminarians receive their cassocks on Sunday, October 4 at the 11:00 AM Mass.  The Cassock 
Ceremony is the time when a seminarian receives the black, ankle-length robe which is a sign of love for 
Christ at His altar.  This month, we invite you to join us in celebrating the Solemnity of the Feast of St. John 
Paul II, beginning on Thursday, October 22, featuring our very special guest, Rev. Peter Stravinskas, Ph.D., 
S.T.D., renown scholar, author, and lecturer (see October 22-25 details inside this issue).

This month is the month of the Holy Rosary.  Join us for daily prayer in the Grotto at 6:30 PM.  We are 
keeping you all in our prayers and please keep us in yours. 

The Orchard Lake Schools 

“Pray the rosary very much. I alone am able to save you from the calamities.”
~ Our Lady to visionaries in Akita, Japan

  “If you want to reach these hardened souls and win them over to God, preach my Rosary.”
~ Our Lady to St. Dominic

OCTOBER 2020 CampuS COmmuniCaTOR
“Learn to think rigorously, so as to act rightly and to  

serve humanity better.”  - St. John Paul II



pRiESTLy JOuRnEy 
 
Christopher Din and Lorenz Horst, two of our SS. Cyril & Methodius seminarians, will receive their cassocks at the 
11:00 AM Mass celebrated by Bp. Francis Reiss on Sunday, Oct 4th at the 11:00 am Mass.  Bishop Reiss will bless their 
cassocks as a symbolic and foundational part of their priestly journey. The Cassock Ceremony is the time when a 
seminarian receives the black, ankle-length robe which is a sign of love for Christ at His altar.   

OuR SEminaRy FamiLy GROwS
(Part 1 of a two-part New Seminarian series; see November Issue for more)

Rev. mr. aleksander Dembowski, mińsk mazowiecki, poland 
Alexsander studied public relations, marketing and social communications at the 
University of Warsaw.  He applied for seminary studies in Warsaw, and graduated with 
a Master of Divinity.  He is now a deacon here on campus.  Some of his major interests 
include football, writing and cooking.

Christopher Din, Royal Oak, michigan 
Christopher is a Michigan native.  From childhood, he felt called to the priesthood.  
He finished his philosophical studies in Buffalo, New York, went to the Novitiate in 
Illinois, and discerned he wasn’t called to religious life until a meeting back home 
with his parish priest changed his mind.  He returned to studies for the priesthood at 
SS. Cyril & Methodius.  Christopher’s interests include reading, watching plays, and 

OLS upDaTE



visiting museums.

Grzegorz Galant, Bielsko Baiała, poland 
Gregorz first went to vocational school where he became a confectioner before 
attending high school. He studied philosophy and theology at the Pontifical John 
Paul II University in Krakow before attending the Theological Institute, working as a 
volunteer youth educator, earning his masters in theology, working as a legal advisor 
in a law firm, and serving as a catechist while teaching religion.  Some of Grzegorz’s 
interests are cooking, biking and photography.

Stefan Kaniewski, nowy prażmów, poland
Stephan graduated high school from the Minor Seminary of the Diocese of Płock.  
After several years of study at the Major Metropolitan Seminary of St. John the 
Baptist, an apprenticeship, retreat and evangelization course leadership, Stefan 
returned to seminary studies first at the Pontifical University of John Paul II, then 
at SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary in Krakow, and now here at Orchard Lake.  His 
interests include sports, music, and Catholic liturgy.

SEminaRy COunCiL ELECTiOnS
At the beginning of every academic year at SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary, an important election of the 
Seminary Council takes place.  This election is a process in which seminarians vote on positions in the 
Seminary Council. Then the elected may nominate a candidate for his assistant.  Each function allows for one, 
then the process of voting is repeated. Each position is held by the elected seminarian for one academic year.   
 
The newly elected 2020-2021 Seminary Council consists of: President Przemyslaw Rozestwinski; Vice-President 
Grzegorz Galant; Master of Ceremony Daniel Mikolajewski, and Vice-Master of Ceremony Christopher 
Din.  There are also many supporting house offices, including Sacristian, Cantor, Decorator, Maintnance, 
Transportation and Food, and more.  Every seminarian is important and has so many talents to offer. 
This year, we are blessed with three Transitional Deacons: Rev. Mr. Adrian Leszko, Rev. Mr. Pawel Pawliszko, 
and Rev. Mr. Aleksander Dembowski. We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead of working together as 
a team, for the greater benefit of our Seminary, our community, and for the Greater Glory of God’s Kingdom.   
If you would like to support our seminary, please contact Chief Development Officer Christopher Czarnik or 



pREp nEwS
Fr. Przemyslaw J. Nowak. 

HEaDmaSTER mESSaGE
Academic Year 2020-21 has commenced on campus at St. Mary’s Prep, and though there have been changes – some 
mandated and recommended due to the pandemic, and others initiated from within – our first month of school has gone 
exceedingly well thus far.

We concluded our last school year this past May with an enrollment of 475 students (all-boys). We currently are proud and 
blessed to report a total enrollment of 530, as we have 48 girls attending our new Girls Division along with 482 boys. In 
addition, we have the third largest 9th grade (Class of 2024) in the entire Archdiocese of Detroit. Beyond the “numbers”, 
the young ladies in our Class of 2024 have brough an excitement and such positive energy to St. Mary’s, which has been 
reflected in both their classroom-learning as well as their presence on campus. Our Eaglet Girls Volleyball team has won 
their first two matches – and Varsity Football kicked-off the year with a convincing 28-7 victory over neighboring Walled 
Lake Western. We also look forward to beginning our partnership with Ford Motor Company and their “Full STEAM 
Ahead” Engineering Program for our Girls Division slated to begin with our rollout-plan and schedule of events September 
30th.

Our innovative Admissions Department has emerged at the forefront of creative marketing and has scheduled virtual events 
from September through December entitled “An Evening with St. Mary’s” during which time our school administrators will 
engage remotely with prospective students and families.  These real-time seminars will carry such topics to our constituency 
as admissions overview, an application crash-course, financial aid and scholarships, a separate Boys and Girls Division 
“hangout” – and sessions covering our programs in Faith, Outreach and Service, Academics and Athletics.

As for our campus operations in terms of the in-person learning we are conducting, our administrators worked tirelessly 
in planning all summer so that we could safely and effectively re-open while meeting and exceeding all State of Michigan, 

Archdiocesan and Oakland County health and safety requirements and recommendations along the way.

Athletics are slowly and safely coming back online as Cross Country (B), Soccer (B), Football (B), Rowing (B&G) and 
Volleyball (G) were all approved for re-start by the MHSAA.

We look forward to a successful year – and with the dedication and expertise of the staff and administration currently 
assembled – we are certain that great days are ahead for St. Mary’s Prep.
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- OLSm Headmaster Bob pyles

History! Congratulations to the Girls Division freshman 
volleyball team — the first women’s sport played in a 

St. Mary’s uniform — for starting the season in winning 
spirit! Under coach Molly Campbell, St. Mary’s won the best 

of 3 match with 
a 25-12 victory 
in Game 1 and 
a 25-18 victory 

in Game 2 vs. 

Lake Shore High 
School.

October marks 
the start of Art 

Club for the Girls Division.

Varsity 

football kicked off the year with a convincing 28-7 victory over neighboring 
Walled Lake Western.

Our GearUp drive, created by our National Honor Society 
Vice President, Jimmy Collins (P’21), took place Friday, 
September 25.  OLSM partnered with five local chapters 
of the Metro-Detroit Youth Clubs (formerly the Boys & 

Girls Club) and Ferndale Parks & Recreation. Students dropped off gently-used sports equipment for 
distribution to children in need.

OLSm mOmS anD DaDS CLuB is excited to announce the  
ORCHaRD LaKE ST. maRy’S 51st annuaL auCTiOn: OnLinE 2020  

Congratulations to Prep senior Alex Mooney who was 
selected as MVP of the Perfect Game All-American 
Classic in Oklahoma City.

u

u

u

u



The Mary Project is dedicated to the beautification of the
Marian Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes at Orchard Lake St. Mary’s.  

The Mary Project is a registered 501(c)(3) and all donations are tax exempt.

“We never give more 
honor to Jesus than when 

we honor his Mother.”
St. Louis DeMontfort

PLEASE NOTE:
•	 PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL OF THE GROTTO AND THOSE WHO KEEP IT CLEAN AND BEAUTIFUL FOR US.  

•	 NO CANDLES FROM HOME ALLOWED, ESPECIALLY IN THESE TIMES AS SOMEONE HAS TO REMOVE THEM.

•	 NO VASES, BASKETS, PAPERS, OR ITEMS SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE ALTAR OR LEFT ANYWHERE ON GROTTO 
GROUNDS.  WE HAVE PLACED TWO LARGE VASES ON THE SIDES OF THE ALTAR FOR CUT FLOWERS.

“Do not be afraid to take a chance on 
peace, to teach peace, to live peace…

Peace will be the last word of history.” St. 
John Paul II



from monday, november 30 - Saturday, December 5, 2020.  
Find more information here: www.stmarysprep.com/parents

www.stmarysprep.com/parents


OCTOBER 2020
maSS SCHEDuLE

OctOber 4 

 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. Chrzanowski	•	Polish*	•	Seminary	Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am Fr. Iwańczuk		•	Latin	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am Bishop	Reiss	•	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 1:00 pm Fr. Nowak	•	Polish	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

OctOber 11
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. Nowak	•	Polish*	•	Seminary	Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am Fr. Iwańczuk	•	Latin	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am Fr. Banazak	•	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

OctOber 18  
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. Iwańczuk	•	Polish*	•	Seminary	Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am Fr. Can. Madey	•	Latin	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am Fr. Nowak	•	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

OctOber 22
Feast of St. John Paul the Great  

 ӹ 8:30 am  All Day Eucharistic	Adoration	•	St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 5:00 pm Vespers	&	Benediction	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 6:00 pm Bp. Robert Fisher	•	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

OctOber 23
 ӹ 5:00 pm  Fr.	Stravinskas	•	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 6:00 pm Fr.	Andrzej	Maslejak	•	Polish	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

OctOber 24
 ӹ 5:00 pm  Bp. Francis Kalabat  •	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

OctOber 25  
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. Chrzanowski	•	Polish*	•	Seminary	Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am Msgr	Browne	•	Latin	•	St.	JPII	Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am Fr.	Stravinskas	•	English	•	St.	JPII	Shrine

* Feed for the Livestream of the Polish Masses is below:
https://www.facebook.com/olsnews

 

When you can’t be with us for Mass, watch our 9:00 AM Polish Mass 
via Facebook live-stream or on our YouTube Channel,

or listen to Polish Varieties Radio at 9:00 AM on WNZK 680/690 AM Detroit.

October 2020 
Calendar

  2  Soccer vs. Divine   
    child @ 7 PM 
    (Senior Night)*

  5  Xc @ catholic central @ 
    Hess Hathaway Park*

    Girls Volleyball vs.
    cranbrook @ 5:30 PM*

  9  Homecoming Golf Outing

    Football vs. catholic 
    central @ 7 PM*

 12 columbus Day

 16 end of 1st card Marking 
    (OLSM) 

    Football vs. Detroit Jesuit 
    @ 7 PM (Senior Night)*

    Anniversary of the Papal
    election of Karol Wojtyła 
    as Pope JPII (1978)

 22 Feast of St. John Paul II 
    (See flyer inside for Oct.   
    22-25 details)

 24 Prep bowl @ Ford Field 
    (TBD)

 31 Halloween

* Sports schedule 
subject to change.  Check 

Facebook for live game broadcast 
link, if available.  No general 

public spectator tickets are 
available per MHSAA guidelines.

OCTOBER iS THE mOnTH OF maRy l  Join us daily in October for a recitation of 
the Rosary and the Litany of Loretto in the marian Grotto each evening at 6:30 pm.

https://www.facebook.com/olsnews

