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St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline  
Interim Rector. The Dean, the Very Rev Francis Bridger. 
Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman. 
Church Phone No: 01569 764473  

 The copy deadline for the September Newsletter is Sunday 23rd September.  
Reminders will not be sent out. 
St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301 
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282 

 

  

GROUP CONVENORS 

  

Property David Fleming 

Communication Peter Sharp 

Music David Fleming 

Social Val Cadd 

Lay Reader emeritus Arma Iles 

Weekly Pew Sheet Diana Peters 

Hall Management David Fleming 

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Officer Irene Paterson 

Vestry Peter Sharp 
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Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
September 2018 

Sundays. 
 9.00 a.m.   Said Eucharist  
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist  
 
Second Wednesday in the month. 
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service 
 
First and Third Wednesday in the month. 
9.30 a.m. Children's Service 
 
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice. 
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Day/Date Event 

2nd September 
14th Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Holy Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 

5th September 
 

9.30 Children’s Service 

9th September 
15th Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Songs of Praise David Fleming / 
Anne O’Gorman 

12th September 
 

10.30 Reserved Sacrament and  
Healing Service. Arma Iles 

16th September 
16th Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 

19th September 
 

9.30 Children’s Service 

23rd September 
17th Sunday after 
Trinity 
Parade Sunday as 
Songs of Praise 

9.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Songs of Praise David Fleming / 
Anne O’Gorman 

30th September 
18th Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles 
 
10.30 Joint service at St Ternan’s.  
Bishop Andrew Swift 

DIARY NOTES  September 2018 
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10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Greeter Coffee Rota 

Ellie McLeod Irene  
Paterson 

Ellie McLeod Irene  
Paterson 

Peter Sharp  Diane  
Fleming 

Peter Sharp 

Edward  
Dickens 

Val Cadd Edward  
Dickens 

Val Cadd 

Ellie McLeod David  
Fleming 

David  
Fleming 

Diane  
Fleming 

 
Joint service at St Ternan’s 
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Date 
 

Readings 

2nd September 

14th Sunday after 
Trinity 

Dt 4.1-2, 6-9 
Ps 15  
Jas 1.17-27  
Mk 7.1-8,14-15,21-23 

9th September 

11th Sunday after 
Trinity 

Is 35.4-7a 
Ps 146  
Jas 2.1-10(11-13)14-17  
Mk 7.24-37 

16th September 

12th Sunday after 
Trinity 

Is 50.4-9a 
Ps 116.1-8  
Jas 3.1-12  
Mk 8.27-38 

23rd September 

13th Sunday after 
Trinity 

Wis 1.16-2.1,12-22 or Jer 11.18-20 
Ps 54  
Jas 3.13-4.3,7-8a  
Mk 9.30-37 

30th September Nu 11.4-6,10-16, 24-29 
Ps 19.7-14  
Jas 5.13-20  
Mk 9.38-50 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
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From Peter Smart’s last sermon to St James’ and St Ternan’s 
 

I used to travel a lot when I was working at Aberdeen Business School. One 
of my regular destinations was China. The first time I went, I probably spent 
half the flight wondering what kind of third degree I would be put through 
by Chinese immigration before they let me into their country. Surprise,  
surprise! There was no third degree, just an inscrutable look at me then at my 
passport photo, a quick check of my visa, and chop, chop. That was it, all of 
30 seconds. 
 
Fortunately, I never had any truck from Chinese immigration and customs 
and frequently I was at the ‘meet and greet’ point looking out for my driver 
within half an hour of getting off the plane. After a hair raising drive I would 
be at my hotel. It was not unusual to have a meeting set for early afternoon, 
at the British Embassy or a Chinese university. Between about 10.00 and 
12.30, I perfected a routine: take off my travel creased clothes; unpack my 
business attire; lay on the bed for an hour; have a shower; re-dress and be 
ready to take on whatever was in my diary. Jet lag? What jet lag? 
 
I used to thrive on the buzz – the crowded streets, the food, the chopsticks, 
working through an interpreter if my meeting was with a Chinese counter-
part, getting some spare time to see the sights. I still love to travel: for me, the 
journey, people watching and meeting new cultures is as important as the 
destination. 
 
But I doubt I would ever have been able to take on Jesus, with the itinerary of 
his three-year earthly ministry. Just think of Mark’s account of the start of 
Jesus’ ministry. Baptism in the Jordan. Forty days in the wilderness. By the 
Sea of Galilee. Capernaum. Throughout Galilee. Back to Capernaum. If we 
take the urgency of Mark’s Gospel as an indication, that must have all been 
before Thursday lunchtime! 
 
But aren’t we all on a journey? May be more than one at a time, depending on 
the complexity of our lives. I’ve been on a journey as your Interim Ministry 
Co-ordinator. And at just over 3½ years, it’s lasted a tad longer than the 
whole of Jesus’ earthly ministry.  
 
When Bishop Nigel asked me to take on the role, I willingly accepted because 
my home church at Montrose had, after only 21 months’ interregnum,  
appointed a new rector. We were to all intents and purposes up to strength in 
the clergy department, so I could be spared to help and support the  
congregations at St James’ and St Ternan’s. I suppose I did agree with a little 
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trepidation. ‘What will they be like? Will I get the third degree?’ Not even 
an inscrutable look, as far as I can remember! Just a great and continuing 
welcome. 
 
What have I learned about you? In both places, there is a relatively small but 
faithful congregation. What Alice Mann – if you remember her from Mission 
21 in the early 2000s – would have described as a ‘family church’. You meet 
together, sometimes eat together, worship together, enjoy social time  
together. Like all families, there may be the occasional disagreement,  
posturing, uncertainty about what the future holds. All perfectly natural. It 
happens in all families.  
 
Both churches wish to see growth, spiritual, in Christian discipleship, in 
congregational numbers and in giving. Yes: both churches here, along with 
almost every other congregation in Scotland. Whilst you know where you 
want to go, you haven’t yet found the atlas or handbook that will help get 
you there. And I doubt you’ll find the answer on google, bing or by asking 
Alexa! There is unlikely even to be one single answer that will be suitable 
for both St Ternan’s and St James’. Equally I doubt whether either would be 
able to go it alone unless a generous member of the congregation wins some 
Euro millions! 
 
There is the issue of age profile of the two congregations. None of us,  
including me, is getting any younger. Many of us have less energy than we 
had five, ten, twenty years ago. Some of us want a rest from our jobs around 
the church, but there is no one to take them on. We’ve all got to find a way 
to help them. 
 
Both churches are a credit to the Lord in the ways in which you have  
recently mended, replaced, modified and refurbished your buildings,  
tackling problems that many of us would shy away from. You have both 
been fortunate in attracting grants that have minimised the drain on your 
financial reserves. You are meeting your duties as trustees of the real estate. 
But the problem is that, for every pound spent on buildings that’s a pound 
less to put towards ministry. What about your duties as trustees of the  
spiritual life of the church? Which is your priority? 
 
There’s a danger, too, that if just one of your higher givers leaves, for what-
ever reason, you may find yourselves in a big financial hole. The income 
from book browses, coffee mornings and bring and buys, however helpful, 
won’t fill that kind of hole. 
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Flowers 
 
On Saturday 13th October morning the church will be decorated for 
the Harvest  Service.  In recent years the windows have been  
decorated with flowers, produce and fruits by members of the 
church and we are planning to do this again year.  If you would like 
to decorate a window this year, please come after 10am on Saturday 
morning.  We will put a plan out of the windows in late September 
for you to pick a window of your choice. Any further information 
from  Val. 
 
Val Cadd (Flower Convenor) 
 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Thank you so much 
 
Yes. Thank you so much. I really wasn’t expecting to be presented 
with a gift at the end of my last service at St James’. It was so kind of 
the Vestry and congregation to present me with a quaich. On a  
number of occasions, I’ve been out and bought quaichs to present to 
business associates overseas, and have often coveted them (tut, tut! 
Exodus 20:17). But until 19 August, I had never had one of my own. 
Now I do. And it sits in pride of place in our glass cabinet. It will be 
a permanent reminder of all the love and friendship I have been 
shown by you over the past 3½ years. May God bless you all. 
 
Peter 
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AOCB 
Sandy reported that Arduthie House are happy for us to put our 
Newsletter there each month.  Ellie will deliver this. 
Sandy noticed that no churches were shown on the Stonehaven Coastal 
Gem map.  He has contacted them and awaits a reply. 
Next Meeting:   27th August 
 
Social Committee 
 
A huge thank you to the super team who provided a very relaxed, 
tasty lunch, shared with members of St. Ternans’, at the end of last 
month.  I think we’ve got ‘the soup thing’ cracked!!!  Thank you for 
ALL the very tasty food contributions. 
 
QUIZ NIGHT - Steve Peacock has very kindly offered to host a Quiz 
Night for us on Friday 21st September in the church hall.  Doors open 
at 7pm for a 7.30pm start (prompt) finishing about 10pm. It will be  
tables of 4, £5 per person so please bring your family and friends. 
Please bring your own drinks and glasses - tea/coffee and nibbles will 
be available for everyone.  Please sign the list at the back of the church 
to give us an indication you will be attending, many thanks. For any 
more details please contact Val. 
 
HARVEST WEEKEND - Following the Harvest Service on Sunday 14th 
October we will be serving a light lunch in the hall and an invitation is 
extended to everyone.  After the Social Committee on Tuesday 18th 
September we will put out a list for folk to sign. 
 
The Seniors’ afternoon Harvest service and afternoon tea will be held 
in the church hall on WEDNESDAY 10th OCTOBER (please note this is 
the Wednesday before the Sunday Harvest Service) and everyone is 
welcome.  If you have an older friend or relative who would like to  
attend a short Harvest service followed by a fine piece please come. 
The next social committee meeting will be held on Tuesday  
18th September at Val’s home. 
 
Val Cadd (Social Convenor) 
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Before I depress myself – and you – with what seem to be negative  
observations, let me turn to the people. After all, church is God’s people. 
It’s not the buildings, however much historical and present-day merit they 
have. Christ taught and preached and healed in the temple. But he also 
taught and preached and healed on the sea shore, on the mountain, in  
people’s houses. Both churches had to decant to a hall during part of last 
year – warm, cosy, bringing people closer to people. Are there ways of 
making your current buildings even more flexible and reintroducing some 
of that feeling of cosiness? Or is ‘my pew’ the overriding consideration?  
 
Until you come to the front of the church to preach, read, pray or make an 
announcement, you’ll never know how difficult it is to engage the whole 
congregation when you’re spread from the two guinea front stalls to the 
half crown seats at the back. In the end, it’s your choice. All I’m asking you 
to do is think about some of my observations. If we want to grow, how shall 
we make newcomers welcome? And can we make even better use of the 
space we have? 
 
Now, let me make one of my most positive observations of this valedictory 
rant! Both congregations are truly blessed with hard working people – from 
the cleaning squad and the flower ‘girls’ to those who stand up here week 
after week, leading, reading, praying, preaching, celebrating the Eucharist 
or administering Communion from the reserved sacrament, many multi-
tasking. You are an asset to the Lord. Without you, neither church would be 
able to continue with its current diet of worship and activities. A family is 
small enough to support one another, to encourage and cajole, to discuss 
and find ways forward to the benefit of all. As a family church, that  
includes you!  So, may I offer one further thought? You are both families 
within God’s family, presumably with a common goal to love and serve the 
Lord, albeit using different liturgical approaches. I would ask both  
congregations to consider whether there are more things you might be  
doing together, to ease the burden on you all. Look after, be kind and  
loving to one another. 
 
I say this because the church is not always the kindest place to be. Some-
times our processes and support for those in ministry are lacking in  
compassion or in rationality. I bear the scars. I’ve taken some knocks – no, 
not from any of you, thank God, but from something that happened at the 
centre of the SEC. Without going into any detail, in late 2015 I was minded 
to leave the SEC altogether. Why did I not? Because I cared too much for 
you – both at St James’ and St Ternan’s – and felt your need was greater 
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than a blow to my ego. 
 
Now, as you know, I feel called back to Montrose and Brechin. Not 
through any dissatisfaction with you. Quite the opposite. But I feel that 
some of my colleagues in those churches possibly now need more support 
than you do. In conclusion, let me just say two things. One, I am truly  
disappointed that together we have not been able to find a way of  
achieving a more permanent priestly or pastoral presence here. Like you, I 
haven’t been able to see the way forward. Then, nor could Nigel, or  
Francis, or Kerry. Let us pray fervently that Bishop Andrew will be guided 
by the Holy Spirit to help you discern a way forward. I shall watch with a 
keen eye and will celebrate with you if he does. 
 
Second, I wish to re-affirm what I have already said several times before. I 
shall remain a key advocate for both churches in any discussions and  
debates in the wider diocese and beyond. If you ever feel you want any 
help, just let me know. 
 
God bless you all and thank you for your support and love and friendship 
over the past 44 months. I shall miss you. Amen 

Vestry Minutes 23rd July 2018 
 
Correspondence 
Letter received from the Aberdeen Cyrenians about their Harvest 
Donations Appeal.  It was agreed to donate all the food donations 
from this year’s Harvest Festival to them as we donate to Far and 
Wide the rest of the year. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Main Account:   £62,633.82 
Fabric Fund Account:  £13,466.05 
Buildings Account:  £11,503.20 
St Philip’s:         £847.45 
 
Report on St James 
The final Quinquennial Report has been received and presented to 
the Diocesan Council.  There were no significant issues and steps 
have already been taken to address the points raised. 
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Report on St Philips 
The roof has been inspected and some minor work is needed.  The 
cost will be £296 + VAT.  Vestry agreed for the work to be done. 
 
Worship 
An email had been sent to Peter Smart thanking him for his services as 
he returns to St Andrews, Brechin after 3½ years sharing his ministry 
with us. 
We will be celebrating Matins on 9th September. 
Songs of Praise on 23rd September will be a parade Sunday. 
There was some discussion about the Sunday readings.  This will be 
discussed at the Worship Group. 
Anne is to speak to Peter Smart about a Chalice Assistant’s Licence for 
Edward. 
 
Fabric 
Church: St James’ roof has been inspected using a drone.  No  
action is needed.  WiFi and CCTV notices have been put up and the 
WiFi is now available to be used by the public.  The CCTV is now in 
operation.  The Loxone heating system is still being commissioned.  
The Heritage Lottery Fund and IDD (the architects) advertising 
boards have been erected and will remain for three months. 
Rectory: The work on the Rectory has been postponed as the senior 
contractor went into administration.  This has now been resolved and 
work should soon be completed. 
 
Fund Raising/Social 
The three musical events in May and July raised over £700. 
The Garden Party at St Drostan’s raised £62. 
Future Events are:   
Book Browse   4th August 
Harbour Festival           26th August 
Open Doors  15th September 
(It is hoped to have part of the Exhibition set up by then.  We aim to 
serve tea/coffee from 10 am – 4 pm and to sell books, jams, marma-
lade, hand knits. 
Quiz Evening:  21st September 


