
5  C O S T L I E S T  
M I S TA K E S  
I N D E P E N D E N T  
A RT I S T S  M A K E



1 .  I G N O R I N G  Y O U R  
B R A N D  A N D  S O C I A L  
F O L L O W I N G  

• Wreck it on 5-7 platforms. 
Start off with your favorite 
platform and build from 
there. There is NO cheaper 
and more effective 
advertising than getting 
great at social media. It 
doesn’t matter who it is - 
record labels, venues & 
festivals, sponsors - they are 
all looking at your social 
numbers.



2 .  N O T  W R I T I N G  
S O N G S  R E G U L A R LY

• It’s all very simple. Great 
songs. That’s what the 
music industry is all about. 
There are two ways to 
write better songs. 1. 
Write more often. 2. Co-
write songs with people 
who are dope! I’m 
challenging you to write at 
a minimum 4-5 hours a 
week. 



3 .  FA S H I O N I S TA  
O R  M U S I C I A N ?  

• Who are you going to be, a 
fashion star or a musician? 
Fashion is easy - go to the store 
and buy something cool 
someone else put their creative 
energy to. Being a musician is 
hard - figuring out who you are, 
your sound and practicing takes 
a lot of work and vulnerability, 
but it’s worth it, right?! I just 
don’t want you to get caught up 
in the trap of just trying to look 
the part on instagram. 



4 .  N O T  B E I N G  
D I S C I P L I N E D   

• The artists that we've found 
to have the most success 
sometimes aren't the 
greatest singers, but they 
disciplined themselves 
enough to get the job done 
including: songwriting, 
vocal training, performing 
and social media. Leverage 
your discipline to take you 
to the top.
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5 .  D O I N G  I T  A L O N E  

• If you want to add, ask 'how' to do 
something. If you want to multiply, 
ask 'who' can help you. In other 
words, you are going to have a much 
bigger impact in the industry and 
achieve your goals faster by building 
the right team around you. Instead of 
trying to figure out everything alone, 
it makes a lot more sense to leverage 
others experience, knowledge and 
relationships. This will get you into 
meetings and working with people, 
performing in places and making 
better music than you could just on 
your own.


