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Jim Hartman is a Tokyo-based consultant on Indo-Pacific security issues.  Over an extensive 
career in the U.S. Navy, he advised both U.S. and Japanese leadership on the bilateral 
intersections of maritime strategy, force design, and naval culture.  As a Captain, he served 
as an advisor to the U.S. Seventh Fleet.  He also embedded for years at the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force headquarters (Maritime Staff Office) in Tokyo, connecting Japanese 
leaders with U.S. leadership in the Pentagon, Hawaii, and Yokosuka.  Earlier in his career, Jim 
flew H-60 helicopters operationally in the Western Pacific and Middle East, and commanded 
the helicopter weapons and tactics school in San Diego.  Embedded with the German Navy, 
he flew operational shipboard Mk88A Super Lynx helicopters in northern Europe and the 
Bab-el-Mandeb region.  
 
Jim studied Japanese national security at the JMSDF Command and Staff College in Tokyo, 
and Japanese at the U.S. Defense Language Institute.  He also holds a master's degree from 
Norwich University and a bachelor's in German Studies from Harvard. 
 
   
 


	   

