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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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The'nig})t befo aand Mama Dunehopper had gathered
| the childre their cozy burrow =

“Tides an are very impetjtant'to us ghost crabs,”
Papa explai They help us know when to come out,
where to find food, and how to stay safe.”

Mama nodd:
crabs are ver

loon is like a giant ocean clock. And ghost

Scoot’s eyes sparkled. “So the Moon tells us when it’s
dinnertime?”

“Exactly,” Mama smiled.
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A Very Full Auditorium

The Se Q ats School auditori excitement.
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“The Moon, tl the Sun, gravity, and Earth’s spin ar
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She made a gentlet’ﬁégmg mc;ildn. » . ,

arth, |ts gravity pulls ocean water '

“As the Moomtravels
toward it, like an inyi

She drew big(circles in the 2 » W\ ‘

. Ve ¢ : A ;
“Ohe water .‘5 2 forms ‘Ear f g athe Moon,”
she explaine 0

“And anot ormson theq pSltew i" pcean is

~ being stretched A
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She winked.

“That extra time is because
‘ clever for a gIo'fMing rock
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The audience giggled.«.. ...~ !
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High Tide Adventures Low Tide Adventures
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 Low Tide High Tide
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.Moon.light and Safety

re nocturnal,” she continued.
matters‘too."

1“ v ‘ \‘
| right r Ights help crabs see—but predators can see them to' *
. Da er nlghts feel safer | ,
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A Mbon.llit'Wai.Ik- Home

~ As the presentati dy, Scoot, a'nd'SheIIlzy\yva'lkéd

'“So," Scoot said

“read it.” ;,,
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gghm we understand it.”
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we don’t just Ilve
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Papa smiled asiheysl"ﬁp‘c?d thelr burrow 2%
“That’s right,” h e
“The Moon write: m«and ghost crabs know how to
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' Outsade, the tide qu1et|y turned—right on time.
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~+ The Oy er B'&riks are meant to move.
m‘ e These sandy barrier islands shift with tides and storms, helping them
B v bend instead of break.

- Ghost crabs read the tides. ¥e ®
They feed and ex| ’lj‘;re at low tide and rest safely in.deep burrows at

high tlde. < .
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~ Tides dn

' Re’fe_rence's ,

m'os.pheri_c' Administration (NOAA).

_tA‘re Tides? -

Service. https://oceanservice.noaa.gov
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“ Barrier Islands: Dynamic Coastal Environments.
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