
CHARLOTTE COUNTY EDITION    WEEK OF DECEMBER 19-25, 2024 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT   A39

SWFL Insider Go off the beaten path for local adventures.
SWFL Baseball  Springtime is baseball time in Southwest Florida
Focus SWFL  See our region through the lenses of local photographers.

www.FloridaWeeklyDestinations.com

Our region’s guide for newcomers, visitors, and full-time 
residents looking to discover the great things in our communities.

& Much 
More!WHAT’S�ONLINE

VIEW�IT�
TODAY!

ATTRACTIONS��LOCAL�FLAVOR��SIGNATURE�EVENTS�

DESTINATION
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

s....

D01D01

INSIDE: ATTRACTIONS. LOCAL FLAVOR. SIGNATURE EVENTS.

DESTINATION
2023 VISITORS GUIDE TO LEE, COLLIER AND CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Glossy Publication

kingfisherfleet.com
Departs from Fishermen’s Village, Punta Gorda

941-639-0969

Christmas Light 
Canal Cruises

NOW BOOKING!

• DECEMBER 1ST-31ST, 2024 •

kki fi h fl t

941-639-0969

Local author Niamh McAnally receives award 
and tours as cruise ship guest speaker

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Local author Niamh McAnally has 
received the International Impact Book 
Award for her memoir, “Following Sun-
shine: A Voyage Around Th e Mind, 
Around Th e World, Around Th e Heart.”

Th is premier award program is dedi-
cated to celebrating and recognizing the 
exceptional work of international-sell-
ing authors and their impactful stories 
that touch read-
ers around the 
world.

Th is latest 
r e c o g n i t i o n 
of McAnally’s 
memoir adds to 
the list of awards 
received earlier 
this year, includ-
ing the overall 
winner of the 2024 American Writing 
Award for multi-cultural non-fi ction and 
the Literary Titan Award.

Having lived aboard their Caliber 
40 long-range cruiser sailboat for six 
years, renowned author and storyteller 
McAnally and her husband, Gary Krieg-
er, have become a popular fi xture aboard 
Celebrity Cruise ships. Th e dynamic duo 
recently returned from an extended stay 
aboard the luxurious Celebrity Constel-
lation, where they entertained guests on 
transatlantic and Caribbean voyages.

As regular guest speakers, McAnally 
and Krieger share their stories with au-
diences around the world. Th eir engag-
ing and diverse talks have made them 
sought-aft er presenters. Highlights from 
some of their captivating presentations 
include:

• “Flares Up: A 
Story Bigger Th an 
Th e Atlantic”  – A 
captivating tour 
“behind the scenes” 
of McAnally’s best-
selling book, “Flares 
Up,” about why two 
middle-aged men 
rowed a 20-foot 
boat 3,000 nau-
tical miles across 
the Atlantic — and 
how the experience 
changed them as 
human beings. 

• “Following 
Sunshine: Finding Meaning Th rough 
Traveling” – McAnally and Krieger share 
their individual experiences of fi nding 
meaning through the art of giving back. 

Th eir stories of traveling the world, oft en 
as volunteers, take you on a journey to 
remote islands and exotic locations. 

• “From Captain and Crew to Hus-
band and Wife”  – Th e sailing project 
that brought them together and ultimate-
ly transformed their relationship from 

captain and crew to 
husband and wife. 
A love story on the 
high seas — but it 
didn’t start out that 
way!

• “Unleash 
the Writer With-
in”  – Where bet-
ter to start writing 
that book or sto-
ry you’ve wanted 
to tell than while 
gazing out to sea? 
McAnally shares 
techniques from 
her writer’s work-
shops that spark 

guests’ creativity. 
• “Ireland: Th rough Th e Eyes of an 

Irish Woman”  – Whether you’ve been 
to Ireland or always wanted to visit, this 

is a unique view of the country as shown 
by Irish-born McAnally. Guests learn the 
stories behind the legends and interesting 
facts about the Irish language. Includes 
Krieger’s favorite places as an American 
visiting the Emerald Isle. 

“It’s been an absolute pleasure sharing 
our passions with the incredible guests 
aboard Celebrity Cruises,” said McAnally. 
“Every voyage is a new chapter fi lled with 
inspiring people and wonderful destina-
tions.”

“Entertaining and connecting with 
new friends from all over the world is 
such a joy,” Krieger added. “We’re thrilled 
to keep bringing these experiences to life 
for guests.”

2025 will see McAnally and Krieg-
er entertaining guests on cruises in the 
Adriatic, South Pacifi c, Japan, French 
Polynesia and beyond. For more infor-
mation on their upcoming appearances 
on land and at sea, or to receive an in-
vitation to the launch of McAnally’s new 
book coming in April 2025, sign up for 
their newsletter on www.thewriteronthe-
water.com.

McAnally and Krieger are active mem-
bers of the local community and mem-
bers of the Punta Gorda Isles Civic As-
sociation. McAnally just completed her 
role as vice president of the Newcomers 
Club. ■

COURTESY PHOTOS

Author Niamh McAnally and husband, Gary Krieger, fl ank cruise director and singer Ernest Marchain.

Gary Krieger and Niamh McAnally onstage during one of their talks.

“It’s been an absolute 
pleasure sharing our 

passions with the 
incredible guests aboard 
Celebrity Cruises. Every 
voyage is a new chapter 

fi lled with inspiring 
people and wonderful 

destinations.”
— Niamh McAnally

· Punta Gorda resident Niamh 

McAnally is available locally to 

personalize copies of “Following 

Sunshine” and “Flares Up.” Send a 

message via www.thewriteronthewa-

ter/contact for more information.

· The Kindle version of “Following 

Sunshine” is available for $2.99 

through Dec. 21 on Amazon.com as 

part of a special holiday promotion.
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