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S he became pregnant
after a month, and the
man released her back

Hasanahvisited Salma

in her home, and her
testimony was used as
part of her campaign

A
’ " One case Hasanah tackled was of a young girl-Salma - who was sexually assaulted by a neighbour.
Other locals interrupted the assault - and dragged both the man and the girl directly to the village

to her parents.

against the MPL.

mosque committee. It was ruled that the two must be married that same day.

=7 She lived with the |
man and was |
raped repeatedly.

Hasanah’s team research the conditions of Muslim women in the periphery, collecting evidence from various
cases. They aim to change Sri Lankan society and the judicial system by lobbying government of ficials,
policy makers and the S ri Lankan Muslim community.

Hasanah aims to strengthen the negotiating position of those at the margins vis-a-vis the Muslim religious
and political leadership, the human rights ission, and Colombo-based civil society groups. Much of
her work occurs behind closed doors because it is sensitive. As a woman representing the interests of
marginal Muslim women, she is in a vulnerable position and provokes opposition from conservative Muslim
leaders.

Hasanah and her team challenge the Muslim Personal Law from a Human
Rights perspective, so the issue is not confined to the Muslim community.
This opens up opportunities for collaboration with human rights NGOs,
but it also generates criticism that they are following a ‘western’ agenda.

The MPL issue has grown more politicized in the post-war period, becoming 1
entwined with debates around constitutional reform, minority rights and

Justice. Growing anti-Muslim sentiments from nationalist groups have made
it a particularly contentious issue.

Hasanah and her team have come under attack from conservative
and nationalist forces. Hasanah’s story highlights the vulnerable
position of female brokers who mediate across gendered, religious
and political boundaries that have become particularly inflamed in the post-war period.
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