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JUNE 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

May Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, May 2nd at 7:00 PM 
with 9 of 12 members present.  Financial Report as of March 31st: General Fund $3,972.98; Building Fund $23,178.44;  
Memorial Fund $10,935.79.  It was noted that most of the general fund reserve in the checking account is gone; next steps 
include sharing this information with the congregation and initiating a budget review; some recent capital expenses will 
be shifted from the general fund to the building fund.  Loan and insurance for the new church bus is being secured.  More 
discussion of improving fellowship and sense of community - lots of great ideas have been shared.  Complete minutes of 
this meeting will be approved at the next regular meeting and will be made available at the church office.  The next  
regular meeting is Monday, May 6th at 7:00 PM. 

 
Thank You: Thank you to all the Thrivent members who directed their Choice Dollars to First Lutheran.  
$2,600.00 was applied to the cost of the new church bus. 

 
Welcome our New Custodian: At a recent Coffee Fellowship we formally welcomed our new custodian, Claudia  
Berggren.  She began work on a preliminary basis on January 1st and is now officially our permanent custodian.  Claudia 
has lived in Rush City for several years with her daughter, Ari, who was baptized last fall after attending our Wednesday 
After School Program. 

 
Thank You from Synod Assembly Voting Member Bev Anderson: I attended the Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly 
held on May 13th and 14th, 2022 as a voting member.  It was interesting to be one of the 323 people in attendance and to 
spend 2 days learning about how our synod is involved with the entire community.  Bishop Lull spoke about the 
“Planting Hope Campaign.”  Other people also spoke about “how the synod is supporting many programs helping the needs of families 
and children, also the importance of children and young people and doing all we can to support them in our communities.”  I want to thank 
you, our congregation, for giving me this opportunity to represent First Lutheran and also for this personal learning 
experience.  ~ Bev Anderson 

 
Thank You from Synod Assembly Voting Member Carol Hauglie: Thank you for the opportunity to be a 
voting member at our Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly.  It was held at St. Andrews Church in Mahtomedi 
on May 13th and 14th, 2022.  The agenda included a morning worship service, three featured speakers:  
Marcus Pope (needs of young people), Alexis Oberdorfer (families together project, etc.) and Reverend Dr. Amy  
Marga (racial justice) as well as an interesting panel discussion.  The elections, etc. and Synod business  
meeting were held.  The Synod’s Planting Hope Campaign was discussed with emphasis on how we best 
care for all of our children including St. Paul’s East Side Transformation Project.  ~  Carol Hauglie 

 
Thank You Quilters: On May 15th we lifted up the craft and skill of our quilters and blessed their mission quilts.  And on May 25th, they 
rode together on the church bus to deliver them to the Lutheran World Relief warehouse in South Saint Paul.  LWR distributed its first 
mission quilts in 1945 to families in war-torn Europe following the Second World War.  Within a decade, the ministry was reaching 
around the globe to villages far removed from the world’s attention.  Recent shipments were sent to refugees living in Tanzan ia, the  
Congo, and Haiti.  The next shipment will be to Poland for Ukrainian refugees. Today, an average of 300,000 quilts are lovingly given 
worldwide each year, and our ladies just made 80 of them! 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our church family.  
Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
 

 Baptism: Luca Michael Dimberio who was baptized on Sunday, May 8th.  Son of Josh and Vanessa Dimberio. 
    Grandson of Pastor Beverly Robinson.  Godparents are Angela Martini and Emily Johnston. 
 

Gracious God, we thank you for the new life you give us through holy baptism. Continue to strengthen us with the Holy Spirit:  the spirit of  
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Small Catechism: African Descent Reflections 

by Pastor Nathan 
 
Like last year, my newsletter article series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism, but from a different and relevant perspective.  
(For an introduction to this year’s series and previous articles, see the Newsletter Archive on our website.)   Although after nearly 500 years Luther’s  
catechism contains timeless wisdom, it has long been a tradition for each generation of Lutherans to renew their reflections on these  
central teachings.  For the first time, our church has asked several African descent pastors and teachers to answer Martin Luther’s critical 
question: “What is this?” or “What does this mean?” 

 
After teaching in the Second Article of the Creed (“I believe in Jesus Christ. . .”) that the forgiveness of 
sins is at the heart of the gospel or “good news”, Luther begins his teaching on the Third Article (“I 
believe in the Holy Spirit. . .”) with a radical claim: “I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot 
believe in Jesus Christ” (emphasis added).  Yes, that’s right!  We cannot believe through our own will 
power.  No one is an island when it comes to faith.  No one is a lone ranger. 
 
“But instead,” Luther proclaims, “the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel. . . just as he calls, gathers,  
enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common, 
true faith.”  In other words, we need and share in the same Breath of Heaven that first breathed life 
into us at the creation in Genesis 1-2.  That same Holy Breath leads us into community where we 
share in life together. 
 
As our kindred of African Descent explain it, “The Holy Spirit weaves individual existence into a communal 
existence: ‘I am because we are and we are because I am.’”  This is a powerful testament of faith from a  
people who have been historically sidelined and oppressed.  That we cannot survive segregated 
and separated from one another was one of the bold claims of the Civil Rights movement.  And 
now many in the Black Lives Matter movement seek to live out this truth in a new way.  To say 
“black lives matter” is simply another way for those who are black to say to we who are white, “My 
life depends on you.” 
 

Proclaiming the truth that we need and treasure one another is an urgent life and death matter for black people in this country.  As I 
write this, an angry young white man, deluded by an irrational fear of black lives, drove three hours to a grocery store and killed 10  
people.  The people he killed were perfect strangers.  All that mattered to him was that they were black. 
 
But what if he had sensed, even if just for a second, that they were human creatures filled with the same breath of the Holy Spirit as him?  
What if he had experienced a faith community that went out of its way to name and treasure human life in all its variety?  What if he had 
heard the great end-time promise of the scriptures, that God draws all people together to himself?  (See, for example, Isaiah 25:6-9, John 12:32, 
and Revelation 21:22-27). 
 
Weaving our individual existence into a communal existence truly matters.  The life of our black kindred for whom Jesus also died  
depends on it. 
 
Good and gracious God, you call us to recognize and reverence your divine image and likeness in our neighbor.  Enable us to embrace 
those different from us and free us to speak boldly for the dignity of black lives. 
 
Questions for reflection: 
1. What does it mean to you that faith comes from the Holy Spirit rather than from inside yourself? 
 

2. “I am because we are.”  What does this mean to you?  “We are because I am.”  What does this mean to you? 
 

3. What’s one simple thing you can do every day to affirm black lives? 


