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Lord of the flies chapter 7 summary

In order to continue enjoying our site, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human being. Thank you very much for your cooperation. When they make their way to the mountain they stop to eat and rest and Ralph thinks about how dirty and scraggly they all look. He longs to get his hair cut and take a
bath – revealing again his character and longing to hold back the wild. They start and Jack finds traces of a pig. They decide to hunt it down. A wild boar is found and Ralph sows him with his spear. He's glad he did the only strike on the animal. The boar gets away and the hunters start dancing again, but
this time it's a little different. Robert plays the part of the pig, but the kids are a little out of hand and some of the fake blows to the pig land hard. Even Ralph, who previously avoided the dance and chanting, feels that, ... The urge to squeeze and hurt was over-excited as over-bestowing- Here's the first
time we see Ralph having trouble suppressing the Beast. They continue to the mountain and Simon is sent through the forest to tell Piggy and the others that the hunting party will not return before dark. The night falls when they reach the base of the mountain and the boys argue about whether they
should wait until the morning to scale it. Jack goes to the top and comes back down, reporting that he looked slightly billowing up on top. They all climb to the top and see the Beast. Instead of fighting it and finding out it's just a man, they run. When they flee, ... That creature lifted his head, and held
against them a blight of a face. LitCharts assigns a color and icon to each theme in Lord of the Flies, which you can use to track themes throughout the work. Spirituality and Religion Toggle Nav Chapter 7 Shadows and Tall Trees The boys stop to rest and eat some fruit they have found. Almost
immediately, some of the boys steal to do their business. Ralph, by now quite dirty, wishes he could take a bath. Oh, and cut his hair (still). But then he looks around at the other boys and realizes that he has become used to the conditions that filthy ness has - it has become normal. He sighs, knowing
that this isn't really a good thing. Ralph stares out to the sea – he is now on the other side of the island, no longer shielded by the lagoon. This, of course, makes enormous sense to him. Right about this time, Ralph realizes Simon is talking right into his ear. Simon actually says: You'll be back fine. Ralph
thinks Simon is batty and says so – yet he is still somehow comforted. Simon seems to have some knowledge of things that the other boys don't have. For a moment, they even smile at each other. But before you start feeling comforted, notice that Simon says you're coming back okay. Roger shouts that
he has found some fresh (steamy) pig poo. The boys start on up the mountain again as thinking fondly of the home: his bedroom, books, his mother and father and good humor and friendly feelings. Right now, a big wild boar (it's a male pig with tusks) will crash out of the bushes. Ralph throws his spear,
which gets stuck in the boar snout for about a second before falling out. Ralph proudly shouts that he hit the boar, and then decides that maybe hunting is a good thing after all. Jack lifts after the boar, which eventually gets away, but not before hurting Jack's arm. And yet – the excitement does not stop
there; the boys reenact the scene with some poor boy (Robert) voluntarily playing wild boar. Things get a little out of hand as the boys play on jabbing Robert with their spears. They start the chant again: Kill the pig! Cut his throat, etc., etc. Ralph can't help but join (!) as they finish the game with Robert
screaming in true horror as they pin him down. When it's over, Robert isn't really hurt and Ralph says it was just a game, but even he knows he's shamelessly lying to himself. Everyone (except Robert, we suppose) wishes they could do it again. Jack playfully suggests that they could use a littlun. At this
time, the sun begins to set; the boys discuss whether to go on up the mountain and risk meeting the beast in the dark, or whether they should go back to Piggy, who was left with the littluns. Finally, Simon walks out through the jungle to tell Piggy that they won't be back until after dark. The rest of the boys
head fearsomely up the darkened mountain. As the group chickens out one by one, only Ralph, Jack, and Roger are left behind. Jack goes ahead and sees the beast (the parachute man) bowing and lifting in the wind. He can't tell me what it is and runs back to the other two. Then, bravely, the trio go
together to investigate. Ralph's so scared he thinks he's going to pass out. They finally get a look at what they think is a giant monkey sitting there, asleep, with their head between their knees. As the wind roars through the trees, the creature lifts his head, holding against them the ruin of a face. For the
second time follows a lot of running and screaming. Join today and never see them again. By entering your email address, you agree to receive emails from Shmoop and verify that you are over 13 years of age. The boys stop to eat as they travel towards the mountain. Ralph gazes disconsolately at the
choppy sea and muses at the fact that the boys have become careless and undisciplined. As he looks out over the vast vast breadth of water, he feels that the sea is like an impenetrable wall blocking all hope the boys have of escaping the island. Simon, however, lifts Ralph's spirits by assuring him that
he will make it home. That afternoon, the hunters find pig droppings, and Jack suggests they hunt the pig while they continue to search for the beast. The boys agree and Track down a large wild boar, leading them on a wild hunt. Ralph, who has never been hunting before, quickly gets caught up in the
elation of the hunt. He eagerly throws his spear at the boar, and although it glances off the animal's snout, Ralph is happy with his shooter anyway. Jack holds up his bloody arm, which he claims wild boar grazed with his tusks. Even if the boar escapes, the boys remain in a frenzy in the aftermath of the
hunt. Happy, reenact the hunt among themselves with a boy named Robert playing wild boar. They dance, sing and jab Robert with their spears, eventually losing sight of the fact that they are only playing one game. Beaten and in danger, Robert tries to pull himself away. The group almost kills Robert
before they remember themselves. When Robert suggests using a real boar in the game next time, Jack replies that they should use a littlun instead. The boys laugh, happy and stirred up by Jack's boldness. Ralph tries to remind everyone that they only played one game. Simon volunteers to return to the
beach to tell Piggy and littluns that the group won't be back until late that night. Darkness falls, and Ralph suggests that they wait until morning to climb the mountain because it will be difficult to hunt the monster at night. Jack challenges Ralph to join the hunt, and Ralph finally agrees to simply go to
regain his position in the eyes of the group. Ralph, Roger and Jack begin to climb the mountain, and then Ralph and Roger wait somewhere near the top while Jack climbs alone to the top. He returns, breathlessly claiming to have seen the monster. Ralph and Roger climb up to take a look and see a
scary ghost, a large, shady shape with the shape of a giant monkey, making a strange flapping sound in the wind. Horrified, the boys rush down the mountain to warn the group. Analysis The wild boar hunt and the game the boys play afterwards provide stark reminders of the power of the human instinct
against barbarism. Before this point in the novel, Ralph has been largely puzzled as to why the other boys were more concerned with hunting, dancing, bullying and partying than with building huts, maintaining signal fire, and trying to be rescued. But when he joins the wild boar hunt in this chapter, Ralph
is unable to avoid the instinctive thrill of the hunt and gets caught up in the bloodlust of the other boys. In this scene, Golding implies that each individual, however strong his or her instinct toward civilization and order, has an undeniable, innate drive toward barbarism as well. After the hunt, the boys'
reenactment of the hunt provides a further reminder of the inextricable connection between the tension of the hunt and the desire for power. Robert, the boy who stands in for the wild boar in the reenactment, is almost killed as the other boys again get caught up in their and loses sight of the limits of the
game in its crazy desire to kill. Afterwards, when Jack proposes to kill a littlun instead of a pig, the group laughs. At this point, probably none of them—except possibly Jack and Roger—would go so far as to actually implement such a plan. Nonetheless, the fact that the boys find the opportunity exciting
rather than frightening is quite worrying. By now, the conflict between Ralph and Jack has escalated into a real struggle for power, as Jack's brand of violence and barbarism almost completely replaces Ralph's disciplined community in the boys' perception of their lives on the island. Ralph's elation in the
hunt and his participation in the ritual that almost kills Robert are in some ways a great victory for Jack, for the experience shakes Ralph's confidence in his own instinct against morality and order. As befits a power struggle in a savage group, the conflict between Ralph and Jack does not turn out as a
race to prove who would be the better leader but instead as a contest of pure strength and courage. Just as Ralph boldly climbed the hill alone to prove his courage in the previous chapter, Jack goes up the mountain alone now. It is also significant that Ralph does not discover anything, while Jack
discovers what he believes is the beast: while Ralph does not believe in the beast, the beast forms a large part of Jack's image of life on the island. Island.
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