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The Scarlet Gospels of Clive Barker's 361 pages st Martin Press There is a reason that Clive Barker is separated from a flock of horror writers even in the more populated post of Stephen King flooding the 80s. Just look at some of the titles. Curse Of the Game, Weaveworld and The Great and Secret Show to name
three. I'm also a fan of some of his less popular novels such as Coldheart Canyon and Sacramento. One of the problems with The Scarlet Gospel Barker is to set the bar so impossible high up in his career. To make matters worse and set the bar even higher Barker teased this book for 15 years. Teasing your fans like
that with hints and hype in interviews can only make expectations grow even higher. In fact, maybe we should have taken this as a warning. I've been reading Barker since 8th grade. He was one of my heroes at the time. It should be noted first that I believe some of his stories to be one of the best ever written. I think he
has written several masterpiece novels. Hellraiser and Lord of the Illiusions are two of my favorite movies. I've met Clive twice, and he's been amazingly kind to me. I hate to do it, but I didn't like the Scarlet Gospels, even though I've been looking forward to and wishing for it for 15 years. The level of frustration for most
fans is quite high. Before I even got a chance to read I had heard more than one person suggest a ghost book written. As I started the book I certainly saw why many people thought it was so. He didn't read like Clive Barker's book. On the one hand, much of the prologue was said in dialogue sometimes with very little
description at all. It's something I don't remember ever seeing in Barker's book. The power of man is his verbose and often beautiful use of language. It is important to note that budding writers often have stories/novels rejected for this. One of the most common advice young writers need is to show up, don't tell. Huge
chunks of this novel said in characters talking to each other. If you open a book on page 4-5 and read it, you'll find almost complete dialogue. I admit at this point I thought there was no way Clive wrote this. I mean, if you read most of Barker's novels there's no mistake, that's him. You know you're reading a Clive Barker
novel. I think it's really a ghost written? I'll say no. Let's keep in mind that Clive has had a divorce and several fights with a serious illness since this title was first discussed in an interview. It is unreasonable to expect a person to write with such force as he was in the past. Not to mention the fact that it's been a while since
Clive wrote anything but Abarat, and he seemed to focus more on painting in the last decade. Writing like muscle, atrophy could set in and it seems to have been lost mojo. According to revelations, a website dedicated to the work of Barker Barker Scarlet Gospels were originally 230,000 words, the number of pages 368
pages reflected its editing before the final counting of words just over 100,000 That's a lot of shortened words. While it has been suggested that several storylines have been cut, I suspect it was a more zealous editor in St. Martin who cut chapters to almost all dialogues. There is a possibility that the author's cut may be
better or more Barker. There is a long novel worth of words on the cutting room floor. Now on Goodreads I've given the book three stars, which is only low if you compare it to the life of the five-star reviews that I've given Barker in the past. I don't think it was nearly as bad a few of my friends, including a few who just
couldn't finish it. I think Hellraiser nerds will like it. If you go in with a bar set properly then you can enjoy it. There were enough Barker-ish moments of invention and weirdness to amuse me. But I can't ignore the problem. The story brings together Harry D'Amour's private detective who was in Barker's film The Lord of
Illusions and his novel Everville and Cenobites uniting his myths. Barker spoiled the end not only in the interview, but the dust of the jacket letting everyone know that Pinhead was going to die. Harry and a group of friends end up walking (a lot) around hell and getting between the battle between the priest's hell (pinhead)
and Lucifer. Yes, the devil is a character. That's my biggest problem with the book. Barker's greatest strength is the creative imagination. He does not write vampire novels and does not use classic monsters. He also came up with wild new terms and original never-before-seen monsters. The kenobits, which were
weakened by excessive exposure in film sequels, were a good example. Demons for some, angels for others, but they were like not demons we've ever seen before. You had the feeling that they came from a reality that was almost beyond our ability to imagine. They weren't just characters from the Bible, like on the
supernatural CW. Yet Hell, Demons and Lucifer get very close attention in this story. Once Lucifer and Pinhead fight in a collapsed castle in hell ... I've been tested. When I read Hell's Heart or any early Barker novel, I marvel at his imagination. How did he think of that? I'm not sure I did it once in 100,000 words of the
Scarlet Gospel. That's why I think everyone is so Bummed. I recently finished reading Scarlet Gospels by famed horror author Clive Barker. I usually like Barker's work and have been a fan of his for a long time, but this book was hugely let down. I haven't always liked everything he's done, but usually the dark stuff he
creates is great. Barker's last book I read was Mr. B. Gone, and I loved it. His descriptions of demons and in this book are a world above what he wrote in the Gospels. I've read a few reviews about the Scarlet Gospels now now they range from utter aversion to delight -- there seems to be no middle ground. I've also seen
several people accuse Barker of using a ghost writer for the last 2/3 book. After reading, I'm not so sure of this theory, but I'll tell you this: it sure isn't Barker old! I've learned a thing or two about Clive Barker over the last few years that have changed my mind about him. One of my favorite books is an anthology called
Hellbound Hearts, which features Hellraiser as a theme with stories by various authors. It's an amazing book and one I don't want to finish. I can't say the same thing about the Scarlet Gospels. I had hope that the gospels would be as good as Hellbound. Alas, even close. If you're reading an introduction to Blood Books 1-
3, Barker tells us that he hates being known as the horror guy. He has spent the past few years venturing into other topics, including young adult fantasy fiction. So when the news broke that he was going back to hell, I was shocked and skeptical. However, I also learned that Barker nearly died, and I know that such an
experience can change everything about a person, including their creativity flow. Not to mention the fact that he lost his parents, his longtime partner and another friend, whom he considered a son. Oh, and he also revealed that he was a male prostitute for a while, early in his writing career, when he struggled to make
ends meet. So it's no surprise, then, that the Scarlet Gospel feels like nothing but Clive Barker, because the person who wrote Hellheart is not the same person, and that's fine. What's wrong is the Scarlet Gospels. It sucks. I'm not going to explain the whole plot here, but basically, Pinhead wants to take on hell and
Scooby Doo and the gang has to stop it. No really. The book begins well, with a wealth of blood that pays homage to the past series. But then everything goes down from there. Characters... foolish, for lack of a better term, but it's hard to take any of them seriously. This adventure feels like Scooby Doo goes to hell
episode... jinkies. And if you're just cringing at the word jinkies, then now you know what it's like reading dialogue in the Scarlet Gospels. It's horrible, stupid and just generally bad. The characters themselves are straight out of the comic book if said comics were LGTB Super Friends. And there's nothing wrong with LGTB
characters - in fact, it was refreshing to read material like that in the main book, but Barker felt the need to mention it ad nauseam, ultimately distracting from the story. We know they're gay. Can we do this story, Clive? And Barker names his main characters Harry and Harrowers. That's reason enough to hate a book
right there, but it's getting worse. I mean, how do you go from the perversions and evils of Frank Cotton to Harry and Harrowers? That, I'd like to know. As for the Harrowers myself, I'm pictured as an old black woman, Norma, to be like an old black woman in the television version of Stephen King's Stand. She was equally
annoying. As for others, they are boring, predictable and remind you that they are gay every five seconds when they are not harrowing. One of the reasons for Hellraiser's original work is that it allows the audience to fill in most of the details concerning hell. It would be foolish to try to describe the minutiae of hell if you are
really going to go the extra mile (see: Dante). Barker's version of Hell here reads like a trip to New Jersey after dark. Is she shabby? Of course, I think ... Scary? Not a chance. It's also silly and we spend most of the book there, slogging across the stage behind the scenes of a boring dreck. Barker's hell in the Gospels is
more like midian's unwrapped Nightbreed. Hardcore Barker fans may have liked it, but Hellraiser fans are hurt and pathetic. it also makes it a point to create language for some of the demons in hell, which comes with sounding cheesy and contrived. I must admit that the only other introduction to Barker's character, Harry
D'Amour, is from the film The Lord of Illusions. I loved the Lord of Illusions! It's a favorite movie, and so when I imagined D'Amour battling Pinhead, I was stoked because in my mind I imagined Scott Bakula battling Doug Bradley. But what we get in the Gospels is Fred from Scooby Doo going against Creeper (also from
Scooby Doo). He's lame. And that, to put it mildly. I could go on and on as there are so many things wrong with this novel, but let me focus on a few things. On the one hand, Satan is in the book. And it turns out that he hates his job and wants to work. I agree. Towards the end, he avoids hell and ends his hitchhiking to
New York. Sounds promising doesn't it? Incorrectly. He meets a woman along the way and imagines her. They're fucking. He then tries pizza for the first time in his life, reverently bright lights and big city and exclaims: I will spend the rest of my days eating the same thing in the Big Apple ... Who knew Satan was such a
hick? If this sounds at all entertaining for you, then you will enjoy this book. If, on the other hand, you are like me and laughed out loud after reading this part, then you will hate this book. Because it's a bunch of little scenes like that, all strung together. Wthf, Clive? This is actually an interesting point, because Barker
wrote himself a story with Satan. You see, Satan hates the world he created just as Barker hates the world Hellraiser he created. And like Satan, Barker sought salvation and destroy it it its Mission accomplished. There is absolutely zero explanation for how hell is being destroyed to be the effect of the earth or the
universe etc. you would figure with a cool premise such as the end of hell that it would unleash some demonic/zombie apocalypse on earth, right? No. All we get is hipster Satan. And that's just one of the reasons this book sucks so badly. Ultimately, anything that is ever associated with Hell or Hellraiser is destroyed in
the book. Barker said in an interview that he's the one on the franchise. Well, he also managed to piss on all the fans as well because this book is full of crap. And I hate to say it, because writing a book is never easy, but he didn't even try here. Hopefully Barker will stick to the young adult fantasy stuff from here and leave
Hellraiser and horror stuff to people who care about it and will do it justice. Don't waste your money on this book because it's rubbish. Instead, check out Hellbound Hearts, which pays homage to the series its creator left behind a long time ago. Rating: 1 star. Star.
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