
The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City 

1000 South Jay Avenue  ●  P.O. Box 73  ●  Rush City, MN  55069-0073 
 

Office: (320) 358-4076  ●  office@rushcityfirstlutheran.org 
www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org 

 

Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity  ●  (218) 280-8210  ●  pastornathan@rushcityfirstlutheran.org 

DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER 
 

November Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, November 1st, 
2021 at 7:00 PM with 8 of 11 members present.  Financial Report as of October 31st: General Fund $10,478.11; Building 
Fund $4,655.50; Memorial Fund $13,139.  Motion approved for new wireless microphones for up to $500 taken from the 
undesignated memorial fund.  Youth Mission trip is planned for next year and Trunk or Treat was a success.  Motion to 
approve non-pastoral staff salary increase of 2% for 2022.  Motion approved for Dave Schroeder as the fill-in custodian at 
a rate of $15 per hour.  Building Fund Match Campaign letter will be modified and mailed. The next regular meeting is 
Monday, December 6th at 7:00 PM. All reports and full minutes of the meeting are available at the church office. 
 

December Council Meeting Highlights - Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, December 6th, 2021 at 7:00 PM with 7 
of 11 members present.  Financial Report as of November 30th: General Fund $12,242; Building Fund $16,192; Memorial Fund $12,936.  A 
total of $15,190 was collected for the Building Fund during the month of November.  A  forthcoming $5,000 match from the Thrivent  
Undesignated Memorial Fund brings to the total to $20,190 giving us a 3-4 month cushion for the monthly mortgage payment.  Final  
approval given to the revised custodial position and job application- position will be re-advertised beginning this Sunday.  Discussion of 
plan to raise money for a down payment on a quality and lightly used church van- this plan will be proposed at the Annual Meeting in 
January.  In light of increasing local cases of COVID-19, the Church Council now encourages mask wearing during public worship  
services. Discussion on updating Building Use policies for weddings and funerals.  Pastor Nathan will prepare drafts for next month’s 
council meeting.  The next regular meeting is Monday, January 3rd at 7:00 PM.  All reports and full minutes of the meeting are available at 
the church office. 

 

Farewell to Scott Mollberg - After over 20 years of faithful service, custodian Scott Mollberg officially ended his duties 
on October 31st, 2021.  Not one for crowds, Scott was thrown a surprise reception following worship.  In addition to a 
Cabela’s gift card (go get that turkey, Scott!) he was presented with a hoodie sweatshirt emblazoned with his famous and 
succinct summation of his work: “If it’s full, empty it.  If it’s empty, fill it.”  It was noted during the reception that Scott 
was the last remaining staff member to have worked at the old church building.  We thank you, Scott, for your expert 
care for the first 17 years in our new building. 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program - Our worship on December 12th was enriched by a dozen of our Sunday 
School and Wednesday After School Program (W.A.S.P.) children who narrated the Christmas Story from the 
animals’ perspective.  Based upon the old carol, “The Friendly Beasts” that concluded the program, the  
children gathered under the stable, dressed up as different animals, and imagined how the animals would care 
for and worship the Christ child.  In addition to singing other familiar carols with the congregation, the  
program began with a lesser-known carol but one that has been around a long time.  A simple prayer, it  
begins: Your little ones, dear Lord are we, and come your lowly bed to see; enlighten ev’ry soul and mind, that we the way to  you may 
find.  (ELW 286)  Many thanks to JoAnn Belau, Cory Sias & Annette Hanson-Sias, Jaime Holmstrom and Pastor Nathan for preparing the 
children for this special day. 

 

Thank You: Dear First Lutheran Church of Rush City, Your generous donation of $589.81 in the third quarter of 
2021 is accepted with sincere appreciation.  Your support makes it possible for the ministry of Luther Point Bible 
Camp to continue to be a place where youth and families are nurtured and empowered for “Forming Faith, Pointing 
to Christ.”  Summer Camp 2021 was an eventful, Spirit-filled time for  hundreds of campers.  We are still navigating 

through the coronavirus and what that entails for large group gatherings, but we did not let it get in the way of us offering the very best 
programming available to all of our campers.  Thank you for your love and partnership in outdoor ministry.  With your support we are 
able to spread the gospel and  provide real and meaningful encounters with the divine.  Keep your eyes and ears open for more fun and 
exciting events at Luther Point Bible Camp coming up!  Sincerely, Sam Campeau, Executive Director. 
 

In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our church family.  
Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
 

Deaths - Jeffrey Dan Nelson (December 3, 1953 - November 4, 2021) 
 Florence Zella Swanson (August 11, 1927 - November 14, 2021) 
 Kevin Delbert Swanson (August 29, 1961 - November 19, 2021) 
 Jennifer Lynne Hamende (May 11, 1966 - November 30, 2021) 
 Vada Jane Hanson ( March 27, 1923 - December 9, 2021) 
Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with steadfastness and 
patience; not as those who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal 
life in your presence, with those they love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


In the Family (continued) 
 

Baptism - Ari Christner on November 21 
Gracious God, we thank you for the new life you give us through holy baptism. Continue to strengthen us with the Holy Spirit: the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

First Communion - Ari Christner, Aryan Montour, and Ezra Roll (Sunday, November 21, 2021) 
Loving God, you have so made us that we cannot live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Give us a hunger 
for forgiveness, life, and salvation in this meal, that together at this welcome table for all, we are strengthened to welcome others to Jesus. 
Feed us always with the body and blood of Jesus Christ, your Son, that we may forever live in him and he in us. 
 

Marriage - Desirae Dahlberg & Christian Lenss (Saturday, December 4, 2021) 
Gracious God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ into the world to reveal your love to all people. Enrich couples with every good gift, that 
their life together may continue to show forth your love; and grant that at the last we may all celebrate with Christ the marriage feast that 
has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
Lutheran Foundations: Daily Dying and Rising 

by Pastor Nathan 
 

Our series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism. Since the beginning of the church, many Christians have developed a 
“catechism” (a word that means “to resound in the ear”) as a basic summary of the Christian faith. Our catechism, developed by Martin Luther, 
is famous for its brevity (it fits easily in your pocket!). Luther intended for his catechism to be learned by heart, a life-long habit of grounding 
our lives in God's commands and promises. 
 

Through his experience of reading, teaching, and praying the scriptures (Luther’s official calling was as a teacher of the 
Bible), Luther discovered that the catechism reorients our lives so that we can be both confident in our faith yet 
humble in our daily decisions and actions.  The catechism begins with the Ten Commandments.  Although they 
bring order to our daily lives, we are unable to keep them perfectly.  In fact, in God’s great salvation story, the 
primary purpose of the commandments is to drive us to Christ who alone can save us from our sins. 
 

This is why the Commandments are followed not by a plan for self-improvement but by the gracious and unconditional promises of God 
in the Apostles’ Creed: God is our creator and maker who will never forsake us.  God is our redeemer who buys us back from sin and 
death. And God daily sustains us through the gift of fellow believers and the promises we affirm together. 
 

God cares for us so much, in fact, that God gives us the words by which we can stay in touch through prayer.  After God speaks to us in 
the Creed, we are free to cry out to God using the words of the Lord’s Prayer.  Here we can speak out loud our every need—from daily 
bread and shelter to deliverance from doubt and evil.  “Amen” we cry out, which means “So it shall be.” 
 

And yet it is not enough to have confidence and faith with only our minds.  We are whole bodies, living creatures in need of signs and 
gifts of God’s gracious presence with us.  The waters of Baptism and the bread and cup of Holy Communion are these signs.  Here we are 
both comforted and humbled.  Comforted, because we can feel and taste and see and touch these signs of God’s presence.  Humbled,  
because we recognize our fragility and dependence upon God in all things. 
 

Luther composed a hymn text that captures both this comfort and humility:  
  Even as we live each day, death our life embraces. 
  Who is there to bring us help, rich, forgiving graces? 
  You only, Lord, you only! 
  Baptized in Christ’s life-giving flood: 
  water and his precious blood.  
 

Embedded between baptism (the birth of our relationship with God) and communion (the weekly meal that is also a foretaste of the heavenly banquet) is 
the practice of Confession and Forgiveness—our daily spiritual exercise in humility and receiving God’s comfort.  Instead of focusing on 
personal flops and failures, however, Luther gets to the heart of the matter by inviting us to reflect on our relationships with others. 
“Which sins are we to confess?” Luther asks.  “Here reflect on your walk of life in light of the Ten Commandments: whether you are  
father, mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, servant.” 
 

We are not perfect, but we can become more aware and sensitive to how our life affects the lives of those closest to us.  This means daily 
dying to self: letting go of the delusion that we are self-contained individuals.  And daily rising for others: embracing the truth that we are 
relational and social beings who need each other to survive.  As Jesus taught, loving our neighbors as ourselves is God’s ultimate purpose 
for our lives. 
 

Questions for reflection: 
1. How does worship our worship together comfort you?  How does it humble you? 
 

2. How can the drive for personal success end up harming rather than helping others? 
 

3. If our ultimate purpose in life is to love our neighbors as ourselves, what are some things that need to die in us?  What are some 
things that need to rise up in us? 


