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St James’, Stonehaven and St Philip’s, Catterline  
Interim Rector. The Dean, the Very Rev Francis Bridger. 
Vestry Secretary: Anne O’Gorman. 
Church Phone No: 01569 764473  

 The copy deadline for the September Newsletter is Sunday 21st October.   
Reminders will not be sent out. 
St James Episcopal Church, Stonehaven .Scottish Registered Charity No. SC000301 
St Philip’s Episcopal Church, Catterline Scottish Registered Charity No. SC023282 

 

  

GROUP CONVENORS 

  

Property David Fleming 

Communication Peter Sharp 

Music David Fleming 

Social Val Cadd 

Lay Reader emeritus Arma Iles 

Weekly Pew Sheet Diana Peters 

Hall Management David Fleming 

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Officer Irene Paterson 

Vestry Peter Sharp 
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Services at St. James’ & St Philip’s  during  
October 2018 

Sundays. 
 9.00 a.m.   Said Eucharist  
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist  
 
Second Wednesday in the month. 
10.30 a.m. Eucharist and Healing Service 
 
First and Third Wednesday in the month. 
9.30 a.m. Children's Service 
 
No services at St Philip’s, Catterline until further notice. 
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Day/Date Event 

3rd October 9.30 Children’s Service 

7th October 
19th Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Holy Eucharist. Rev. Jane Nelson 

12th October 
 

10.30 Reserved Sacrament and  
Healing Service. Arma Iles 

14th October 
20th Sunday after 
Trinity: 
Harvest Festival 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Songs of Praise David Fleming / 
Anne O’Gorman 

17th October 
 

9.30 Children’s Service 

21st October 
21st Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.00 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
 

28th October 
22nd Sunday after 
Trinity 

9.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles 
 
10.30 Reserved Sacrament. Arma Iles. 
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10.30 am 
Lessons 1+2 

10.30 am 
Gospel 

Greeter Coffee Rota 

Irene Paterson Heather 
Grant 

Anne Sproul Irene  
Paterson 

Diana Peters Peter Sharp Diana Peters Peter Sharp 

Val Cadd Ellie McLeod Ellie McLeod Val Cadd 

Heather Grant Edward 
Dickens 

Edward  
Dickens 

Doreen  
Brankin 

David  
Fleming 

Richard 
Clark 

David  
Fleming 

Diane  
Fleming 
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Date 
 

Readings 

7th October 

19th Sunday after 
Trinity 

Gen 2.18-24 
Ps 8  
Heb 1.1-4;2.5-12  
Mk 10.2-16 

14th October 

20th Sunday after 
Trinity 

Am 5.6-7,10-15 
Ps 90.12-17  
Heb 4.12-16  
Mk 10.17-31 

21st October 

21st Sunday after 
Trinity 

Is 53.4-12 
Ps 91.9-16  
Heb 5.1-10  
Mk 10.35-45 

28th October 

22nd Sunday after 
Trinity 

Jer 31.7-9 
Ps 126  
Heb 7.23-38  
Mk 10.46-52 

4th November 

23rd Sunday after 
Trinity 

Dt 6.1-9 
Ps 119.1-8  
Heb 9.11-14  
Mk 12.28-34 

Readers, Greeters, Vestry and Coffee Rota 
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MELLOW FRUITFULNESS (AND ALL THAT STUFF) 
 

I don’t know about you, but I have mixed feelings about autumn. I love the 
ever-changing colours, the crisp mornings, the varieties of light. Having once 
lived in a part of the world where there were almost no discernible  
differences between the seasons, the sheer colourfulness of autumn strikes 
me afresh every year. 
 
But then there’s the other side: the blustery winds, the intermittent rain 
downpours, and perhaps above all, the sense that we will soon be hunkering 
down for a long, grey, damp and chilly winter. You see what I mean – mixed 
feelings: autumn can mean so many things. 
 
Maybe the best way to see it is to realise that autumn – like spring – is a 
“hinge” season. It marks a transition and in doing so points to new  
possibilities. Winter, after all, has its own beauty. And beyond it lies the  
season of new life and renewal. 
 
The seasons, of course, have often been used as a metaphor for the life of the 
Christian Church. And for many people, it feels as if we are at the moment 
truly in autumn, or even winter, as we see congregations shrink and finances 
struggle. (This is true for every mainstream denomination) 
 
And it’s at this point that we’re tempted to batten down the hatches and 
simply keep on keeping on much as we’ve always done before. 
 
But I want to suggest that at times such as these, the first thing we should do 
is see them as “hinge” moments that point us towards opportunities for  
positive change. If we simply hunker down, we shall get nowhere.  Open-
ness to change will be essential if we are to make any impact at all on a  
society that has lost interest in organised religion. 
 
Rather like autumn, this will mean different things to different people. For 
some it will raise questions about the sort of worship we provide for those 
who never come to church. The eucharist, for example, may be deeply  
meaningful to us who come week by week, but is almost certainly  
mystifying for non-churchgoers. So how might we develop friendlier  
alternatives?  
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To others, the question of outreach to new housing estates or schools or  
community activities will be uppermost. To be sure, these present challenges 
but they are also opportunities: social change around us need not be seen as a 
threat but as a catalyst for fresh thinking about the church’s mission.  
Autumn, then, speaks to us in all kinds of ways. The challenge is for us to dis-
cern what it is saying. And then, led by the Holy Spirit, to act.  
 
Every blessing in Christ, 

Francis Bridger 
 
Quiz night 
 
Nine tables of enthusiastic ‘quizzers’ met in the church hall on Friday 21st Sep-
tember to ‘compete’ in Steve Peacock’s quiz.  Steve organised an excellent quiz 
giving all the teams something to think about.   
 
The winning team members were Heather, Barbara, Clare and Phil, closely fol-
lowed by Laura, Mel, Laureen and Peter, closely followed by six more teams 
with tail enders Stella, Bill, Val and Roger - oh dear these things are sent to try 
us!!!! 
 
A HUGE thank you to Steve for coming up with the idea and your hard work 
producing, organising, running the quiz and to Rita, Lisa, Chloe and Jamie for 
your supporting role.  The social committee are very grateful to Steve for offer-
ing us a fun fund raiser.  We raised £142.20.   
 
Finally thank you to all the team members for coming and enjoying the even-
ing. 
Val Cadd (Social Convenor) 

 
The Bell 
 
A special thanks to all those who have contributed 
to the 1788 Bell fund.  As a consequence of the  
generosity of many, we now have sufficient funds 
to get the bell restored, repaired and then  
re-installed. 
 
It has arrived at Taylor’s bell foundry in  
Loughborough, where it sits waiting for attention.  
It has to wait beside the (slightly larger) bells from 
the whole peal of St Paul’s Cathedral in London.  If 
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Thank you to Michael Robb, who on a previous visit to the Book Browse 
had come into church and taken a photo. Michael presented us with a 
framed copy of the photo he had taken. 
 
One moment that touched me was of a gentleman who had been talking to 
Laura about his mother, who he believed was baptised at St James in either 
1889 or 1890. She mentioned this to me, I was aware that we had a copy of 
some old records in the safe. Not only did we find his mother’s baptism 
record, I was able to tell him his mother’s name (including her maiden 
name) He went out of the church beaming. 
 
Anne 
 
Remembrance Sunday 
 
After a discussion at the Social Committee meeting, we thought it would be 
nice to decorate the church with poppies. 
 
Val has a pattern for crochet ones. We have an offer for some felt ones. 
If anyone would like to knit some, there are a lot of different patterns 
around. 
Copy of a pattern I have for poppies ,size 4mm or size 8 needles 
Body of poppy 
using red, cast on 60 stitches 
work 10 rows of knit 2 purl 2 
Row 11 knit 2 stitches together across the row (30 stitches) Row 12 slip one 
stitch, knit 2 stitches together, then pass the slip stitch over, repeat across 
the row (10stitches) Break off yarn with a long tail and thread back through 
remaining stitches and pull tight. join edges. 
Centre of poppy 
Using black wool cast on 16 stitches. Cast off. Coil into a tight spiral and 
sew base to centre of the poppy. 
 
Anne 
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Our tombola will be a prize a ticket (£1) and if you wish you can wrap gifts 
in Christmas colours - red, green, gold, silver.  Our craft stall is for home-
made crafts.  Any and all donations will be very gratefully received. 
 
We will set up on Friday 7th afternoon after 2.30pm (as the hall is busy until 
then).  Please support our efforts and thank you very much for your  
donations. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
Val Cadd (Social Convenor) 
 
Christmas Flowers 
 
We are planning to meet on Saturday 22nd December to arrange the  
Christmas flowers etc. at 10am.  The flowers will not be displayed until after 
the Sunday 10.30am service as we will still be in Advent but will be ready for 
our Christmas Eve service on the 24th. 
 
Help on the Saturday and Sunday mornings will be very gratefully received, 
thank you.  
 
Val Cadd 
 
AGM 
 
The AGM for St James And St Philips will take place, in St James Church 
Hall, on Sunday 18th November 2018 after the 10.30 service. 
 
Please could you let Anne have the reports for this meeting by Sunday 4th 
November. 
 
 
Open Doors 
 
Thank you to all who helped at the open doors day. From talking to visitors, 
serving coffee and packing away. 
 
We were superbly entertained most of the day by Jamie playing on the organ 
and Edward’s  occasional singing. 
 
There was a wide range of ages and nationalities who visited the church. 
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you’ve got to wait, you might as well wait in good company!  In the picture, 
guess which one is ours! 
 
The schedule is to have it re-installed in October, so that we can practice   
ringing it in time for the Armistice Day service on November 11th, 100 years 
exactly after the end of the First World War. 

David  

St James in the 1930s. 
 
During the recent building works in the church an old Vestry Minutes book 
came to light which dates back to 1931.  I thought it would be of interest to 
document the highlights of world events each year and look at what was  
being discussed here in Stonehaven.  This first article traces events from 1931 
to the end of 1932.   
 
1931 – some major events 
June:  German bank failure; Spain declared a republic; Aug:  National  
Government formed and Ramsay MacDonald resigned; unemployment  
rising; Sept:  Royal Navy mutiny at Invergordon.   
 
Also Al Capone arrested, Empire State Building opened, riots in Glasgow and 
London, Star Spangled Banner adopted as official anthem of USA; Deuterium 
(essential for heavy water for nuclear reactions) isolated. 
 
Stonehaven – St James’ Vestry Minutes 
June:  There was £993 in the bank towards a new church hall and it was  
decided to invest this in New Zealand Government bonds at 5%.  There was 
no proper service book available and it was agreed to purchase one.  Free Will 
Offering envelopes were to be introduced with the help of the committee, and 
‘if possible one or two ladies’.  The new hall would be 80 ft long with ante-
rooms, ladies’ rooms and accommodating 300. 
July:  Sale of work at Town Hall raised £105-17-3.  Methods of improving the 
heating system in the church were discussed.  A gas furnace could be installed 
for £14 but it was decided to see if the present coal furnace could be  
improved.  A gas cooker was to be purchased for the parsonage at a cost of 
£13-6-0.  Mrs Robert Weir’s gift of £8-16 and Mrs Main’s Golden Wedding gift 
of £5 should be utilized for this.  Introduction of church magazine discussed. 
Sept:  Estimated £6 for repairs to roof and walls of church by Messrs  
R Burness and Son accepted. Architects favoured position for hall was in the 
field to the west of the church.  It would cost £2000 for a hall to accommodate 
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300.  Repairs to current boiler to be carried out. 
Nov:  Discussion of presentation to Mr Wardle on completion of 50 years as 
organist.  It was suggested to hold a Whist Drive in his honour and made the 
occasion for a presentation. 
Dec:  There was a deficit in the church funds of £80-15-2 but with the receipt 
in January of the half yearly Equal Dividend of £30 the deficit would be  
reduced to £50.  Foreign Mission was to receive £25 and the Ordination  
Candidates’ Fund £2-2-0. 
 
1932 – some major events 
Jan:  Roosevelt elected; Feb:  Hitler chosen as presidential candidate by  
Nazis; Japanese forces attacked Shanghai; Mar:  Hindenburg defeated Hitler; 
May:  President Doumer of France assassinated; Hindu-Muslim clashes in 
Bombay; Irish Dail voted against loyalty to British Crown; Jun:  Germany 
lifted ban on Nazi stormtroopers; Aug:  Goering elected president of  
Reichstag; Oct:  hunger marches on London. 
 
Also Aldous Huxley published ‘Brave New World’, John Galsworthy  
received Nobel Prize, the atom was split. 
 
Stonehaven – St James’ Vestry Minutes 
Mar:  Whist Drive raised £18-7-6 and £25-6-0 was subscribed for Mr Wardle’s 
presentation.  The Church Magazine was discussed with estimates from Mr 
Waldie, and the Mearns Leader (the cheapest).  It was suggested it was sold 
at 2d a copy and at least 10 advertisements would be required at £1-4-0 per 
annum.  There had been 2 burst pipes in the heating system.   
May:  The Dean suggested making use of the Diocesan Magazine.  St James 
could have 2 pages.  The new Constitution was discussed especially Clause 5: 
- ‘The question as to whether female members would be eligible for member-
ship on the Vestry arose and Mr Harper asked if they could vote themselves 
on to the Vestry.  Mr Kay suggested that this question, should it ever arise at 
a General Meeting, might well be left to the common feeling of the  
congregation’.  Clause 9:- ‘seats in church provided for worshippers shall be 
free and unappropriated’ – this clause to be omitted. 
May:  At the Annual General Congregational Meeting only Vestry members 
were present (!).  Also Clause 9 was amended with the insertion of the word 
‘male’ to read ‘The temporal affairs of the congregation shall be under the 
management of a Vestry consisting of the Rector ‘ex officio’, the  
Churchwardens ‘ex officio’, and not more than 7 and not less than 3  
constituent male members to be elected as aforementioned’.   
Dec:  The new constitution had been ratified by the Bishop and any member 
of the congregation could have a copy on payment of 1/-.  It was estimated 
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that probably £60 - £70 would require to be raised at a future Sale of Work 
(or by some other means) to enable the church to meet its budget based on 
present income.  There was a shortfall in the Free Will Offering promised of 
£40.  Rev Symon expressed his intention of holding a Parochial Mission.  
This would be conducted by a preacher of outstanding ability over a period 
of 7-10 days.   
 
To be continued …………………………… 
 
Diane 
 
Harvest. 
 
The Senior Harvest festival service and afternoon tea will be held on 
WEDNESDAY 10th OCTOBER in the church hall- 2.15pm for 2.30pm.   
Sheltered housing complexes and care/nursing homes in the town will  
receive an invitation and everyone from the town is very welcome.  We are 
asking for approximate numbers (for catering purposes) and there will be 
lists to sign in the hall and church.  If you have a friend/relative who you 
think would enjoy a short Harvest service please bring them along. 
 
Following the Harvest Thanksgiving 10.30am service on Sunday 14th  
October a light lunch of soup and dessert will be served in the church hall.  
There will be a list at the back of the church for you to sign (for catering  
purposes).  All we ask for lunch is a donation. 
 
The windows and church will be decorated on Saturday 13th October from 
10am.  If you would like to decorate a window with anything for harvest - 
produce, dried foods, tins, flowers - please sign the sheet at the back of 
church.  Any further information from Val. 
 
Christmas Coffee Morning and Tree of Life 
 
The Christmas Coffee morning will be held on SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER 
from 10am - 11.30am in the church hall and the baubles for our Christmas 
Tree of Life in the church from 10am - 2pm.  If you could help for an hour 
with the baubles in the church please sign the list, out in November. 
 
At the coffee morning we will have the following stalls - cake and candy, 
raffle, books, hand knitting, crafts, tombola and scarves and folding/ small 
collapsible shopping bags. 


