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Process	for	Forming	a	
Groundwater	Sustainability	
Agency	

	
	
Groundwater	Sustainability	Agency-Eligible	Entities	
The	boards	and	councils	of	local	public	agencies	with	water	supply,	water	management,	and	
land	use	responsibilities	are	eligible	to	form	the	groundwater	agency,	required	by	law,	and	will	
make	the	ultimate	decision	on	the	groundwater	sustainability	agency	formation.		
	
Groundwater	Stakeholder	Forum	with	Simultaneous	Spanish	Translation	
Four	Groundwater	Stakeholder	Forums	will	shape	the	overall	process	for	developing	
Groundwater	Sustainability	Agency	(GSA)	recommendations	and	provide	an	opportunity	for	
broad	stakeholder	participation	and	input.	Groundwater	Stakeholder	Forums	are	specifically	
designed	for	members	of	the	public	and	stakeholders	who	are	interested	in	groundwater	to	
provide	input	on	forming	the	GSA(s).	All	the	major	decision	points	on	Groundwater	
Sustainability	Agency	formation	will	be	vetted	at	the	Forum.	At	each	Forum,	the	Collaborative	
Work	Group	will	provide	information	and	request	input	from	interested	parties.	Everyone	who	is	
interested	in	groundwater	management	should	plan	to	attend	these	meetings.	The	Stakeholder	
Forums	will	have	
simultaneous	Spanish	
translation.	
	
Collaborative	Work	Group		
Composed	of	representatives	
from	GSA-eligible	agencies	
and	groundwater	users,	the	
work	group	is	developing	
consensus	recommendations	
on	forming	a	Groundwater	
Sustainability	Agency.	
Collaborative	Work	Group	
meetings	are	open	to	the	
public.		
	
The	collaborative	process	
design	is	based	on	a	
Stakeholder	Issue	
Assessment	that	the	Consensus	Building	Institute	(CBI)	conducted	that	included	35	confidential	
interviews	with	47	people	and	86	online	survey	responses.		
	
August	2016	



	 SalinasGroundwater.org	 	

	
	
	
	

 
 
Collaborative	Work	Group	Members			

Primary	 Alternate	 Organization	
Tom	Adcock	 	 Alco,	President	
Brenda	Granillo	 Scott	Wagner	 Cal	Water	Service,	District	Manager	
Eric	Tynan	 	 Castroville	Community	Service	District	
Alfred	Diaz-Infante	 	 CHISPA	
Gary	Petersen	 	 City	of	Salinas,	Director	of	Public	Works	
Emily	Paddock	 Kevin	Healy	 Driscoll	Strawberry	Associates,	Water	Resources	Manager	
Brian	LeNeve	 Jan	Shriner	 California	Native	Plant	Society;	Carmel	River	Steelhead	Association	
Rene	Mendez	 	 Gonzales,	City	Manager	
Abby	Taylor-Silva	 	 Grower-Shipper	Association	of	Central	California	
Janet	Brennan	 	 Land	Watch	

Keith	Van	Der	Maaten	 	 Marina	Coast	Water	District,	General	Manager	
Mike	McCullough	 	 MC	Regional	Water	Pollution	Control	Agency	

Norm	Groot	 Kevin	Piearcy	 Monterey	County	Farm	Bureau,	Director	

Kurt	Gollnick,	Scheid	Vineyards	 Kim	Stemler	 Monterey	County	Vintners	&	Growers	
Lew	Bauman	 	 Monterey	County,	County	Administrative	Officer	

Brett	Harrell	 	 Salinas	Valley	Sustainable	Water	Group	
Nancy	Isakson	 Steve	McIntyre	 Salinas	Valley	Water	Coalition,	Government	Affairs	
Horacio	Amezquita	 	 San	Jerardo	Cooperative,	Inc.	(Rural	Residential	Well	Owner)	
Carolyn	Berg	 	 San	Luis	Obispo	County,	Water	Resources	Division	

Abigail	Hart	 	 The	Nature	Conservancy	
Robert	Johnson	 Howard	Franklin	 Water	Resources	Agency,	Deputy	General	Manager	

Margie	Kay	 	 Rural	Residential	Well	Owner,	North	County	
Chris	Lopez	 	 Rural	Residential	Well	Owner,	South	County	
	


