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September 8 Workshop Will Update Salinas Valley Water 
Users on Local Compliance with Groundwater Act 

 
Salinas, CA – A September 8 workshop will update Salinas Valley residents and water users on 
local implementation of California’s new groundwater law. Salinas Valley groundwater basin is 
immediately affected by California’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). 
 
This workshop, the second of four, will include a brief overview of SGMA requirements and an 
update on implementation of SGMA in the Salinas Valley basin. There will be simultaneous 
Spanish translation. 
 
Salinas Valley Basin 
September 8, 5:30-7:30 pm 
Sherwood Hall 
940 N. Main St., Salinas 
 
The first requirement of SGMA is the creation of Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs), 
which are regulatory bodies responsible for developing and implementing plans to sustainably 
manage groundwater. A work group comprised of Salinas Valley stakeholders is working to 
develop consensus recommendations on the structure of this new agency.  

This workshop will provide an opportunity for the work group to provide an update on the 
recommendations for GSA formation, and for people to ask questions and provide input on the 
recommendations. In addition, a State Water Resources Control Board representative will outline 
the law’s requirements and state backstop. Learn more at http://www.salinasgroundwater.org.  

 
ABOUT SGMA LOCALLY 
SGMA was passed into California law in fall 2014. The Act requires that State-designated 
priority basins form a GSA(s) by 2017 and develop a groundwater sustainability plan(s) by 2020 
for basins in critical overdraft and by 2022 for medium and high priority basins. The Salinas 
Valley has 8 priority sub-basins that must comply with SGMA. The State has designated 2 of the 
8 sub-basins in critical overdraft. 
 



As a first step to implement SGMA, the County of Monterey hired the Consensus Building 
Institute to conduct a stakeholder assessment regarding GSA formation. The report was released 
in winter 2016. 
 
Based on assessment findings, a stakeholder work group is meeting throughout 2016 to 
understand SGMA requirements, explore GSA options, and develop consensus recommendations 
for GSA formation in Salinas Valley.  
 
A series of four public workshops provide a forum for members of the public to learn more about 
GSA formation and SGMA implementation in Salinas Valley and to provide input. The first 
workshop took place in May, and the three upcoming workshops are scheduled for September 8, 
November 14, and January 26, 2017 (tentative). Work Group progress to date will be shared at 
each public workshop. 
 
A website, www.salinasgroundwater.org includes up-to-date information on groundwater 
planning in Salinas Valley and the opportunity to sign up to receive more information.  
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