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We have started the theme “Putting on a Play!” We began the unit by reading books for inspiration 
in creating a script for our play. We decided on “A Gold Star for Zog” by Julia Donaldson and 
Axel Scheffler. We set about writing a script and telling the story. We will be creating props, 
backdrops and costumes to use on stage. Everyone is invited to attend the performance, which will 
take place in Fellowship Hall here on the school campus at 6:30pm on Thursday, May 24th.We ask 
that the performers arrive in the Pre-K classroom at 6pm. Light refreshments and water will be 
served after the play. 
 
During the Month of March:  
 
April has been a busy month in the Pre-K. We've been exploring the concepts of acting, theatre, 
plays, and expressing ourselves as character. The children have been playing theater games, as 
well as acting out stories, using movement, music and props. They've been role playing, 
performing on a classroom stage they built, and are enjoying expressing themselves in front of a 
group. 
 
We began the month continuing our theme of Ourselves... We created many varieties of self-
portraits, and wrote about ourselves in different language arts activities. We also began discussing 
our emotions and our feelings, and going further with our group discussions of what it means to 
be part of our classroom community. We talked about the importance of kindness, and of treating 
each other with kindness. Through books, role play, discussion, and listening to each other, 
everyone began to express a greater sense of empathy. 
 
Some related highlights included: 
 

• Creating a classroom post office, where children delivered mail, "warm fuzzies", and small 
drawings to each other. 

• A visit from Laura Knight, a former elementary school teacher, and now a mindfulness 
educator working with children and parents. Laura did a lesson on mindfulness, and taught 
the children to be conscious of their breathing and aware of calming their thoughts. We did 
an activity with Laura using art; the children worked in groups, creating flowers. The child 
them self was at the center of the flower, and then classmates created petals for each child's 
flower filled with appreciations, and friendly messages about that child. Laura is available 
for consultations and education at mindfulninjamom.com. 

• Creating our play; the class is beginning work on characters, props, and "setting the scene". 
They are designing what they'd like their costumes to look like, and have brainstormed 
ideas together about what they'll need for the play. They've read the story "Zog and The 
Gold Star", and are learning how to create a script from a storybook. In the upcoming 
weeks, we'll all be hard at work on practicing lines and movement, and creating a stage 
with homes for dragons, mountains, a castle, and trees! We'll be incorporating singing, 



drumming, and movement into the play, and there will be something for everyone to 
participate in. 

 
Special Calendar Dates: 
 
• Drumming with Mika; 5/2, 516 and 6/6 
• Scott the Storyteller; TBD 
• Pre-K Dress Rehearsal; 5/23 (During our regular school morning) 
• Pre-K Play; 5/24 at 6:30pm (Children should arrive at 6:00pm) 
• Memorial Day – No School; 5/28  
• Walking Field Trip; 6/11 
• Graduation and Last Day of School Family Potluck; 6/12 at 11:30am 

  
Handwriting Letters of the Week: 
 
• Friday, May 4th - “A and V” 
• Friday, May 11th - “M” 
• Friday, May 18th - “N” 
• Friday, May 25th - “W” 
• Friday, June 1st - “X” 
• Friday, June 8th - “Y and Z” 
 
 
Summer	School	2018:	Come	have	fun	with	us	this	summer!	Camp	will	be	open	from	June	18	to	
July	20.		
	
Tam	Camp	Schedule:	This	camp	is	available	to	students	enrolled	in	Tam	Preschool	or	Pre-K	now	
or	in	the	Fall.		
Week	1:	June	18-22	
Week	2:	June	25-29	
Week	3:	July	2-6	Closed	All	Week		
Week	4:	July	9-13	
Week	5:	July	16-20	
	
Natural	Explorer	Schedule:	A	camp	for	children	attending	Kindergarten	or	TK	in	the	Fall,	this	
will	be	open	in	the	Pre-K	Class	the	first	two	weeks	of	camp	depending	on	enrollment.	Spots	for	
this	camp	are	very	limited,	so	make	sure	to	sign	up	as	soon	as	it	is	available.		
	
Week	1:	June	18-22	
Week	2:	June	25-29	
	
Camp	Hours:	9:00	a.m.	–	1:00	p.m.		
Optional:	Morning	Care	from	8:00	–	9:00	a.m.		and	Afternoon	Enrichment	from	1:00	–	3:00	p.m.	
 



Classroom	Reminders:	
*If	your	child	wakes	up	feeling	under	the	weather,	he/she	will	tend	to	get	worse	as	the	day	
progresses.	Please	keep	your	child	home	if	they	are	not	feeling	well.	Children	enjoy	their	time	
at	school,	and	participate	better	when	they	feel	rested	and	healthy.	It	will	also	help	us	keep	
the	school	population	in	better	health.	Children	need	to	be	free	of	any	sickness	symptom	for	24	
hours	before	coming	back	to	school.		
	
*Please	make	sure	children	bring	a	warm	sweater	or	jacket	to	school.	We	spend	a	lot	of	time	on	
the	playground	and	it	is	cold	outside.	We	know	sometimes	it’s	hard	to	get	children	to	wear	their	
jackets,	but	if	it’s	at	school	they	will	have	them	when	they	need	them. 
 
 
Reminder	from	Rose,	our	Financial	Administrator	and	COO:		
For	billing	questions,	please	contact	Rose	Lofrano,	our	COO.	Her	contact	information	is:	415-
246-4941	or	rosetsp1@yahoo.com.		
	
May	is	the	last	tuition	payment	for	the	year.	Afternoon	Enrichment	bills	will	go	out	the	first	
week	of	June	for	May,	and	mid-June	for	June	dates.		
	
Just	a	quick	reminder	that	invoices	are	emailed	on	the	5th	of	the	month	and	will	include	this	
month’s	tuition	and	last	month’s	child	care.		Payments	are	not	automatic.	You	will	have	to	log-
in	each	month	to	make	your	payment.	You	can	also	pay	by	check,	by	bringing	a	check	to	the	
school	and	placing	it	in	Rose’s	grey	mail	box	next	to	the	office	door.	Payments	must	be	made	by	
the	25th	of	the	month,	and	a	late	fee	will	apply	after	that.		Please	call	Rose	with	any	questions	
or	difficulties.	Thank	you	for	your	adjustment	to	our	new	system:	Curacubby!	I	hope	it	is	
meeting	your	needs	and	is	easy	for	you	to	make	your	payments.		
	
	

If	you	are	working	on	your	yearly	charity,	please	consider	giving	a	tax-deductible	donation	to	
Tamalpais	Preschool.		We	are	a	501(c)3	non-profit	corporation	and	welcome	any	donation	to	
our	program.		We	also	do	company	matching.	We	use	donations	for	new	equipment	and	
enrichment	around	the	campus.		Thank	you!		

A	Note	from	Our	Board:		

Parents'	Night	Out	-	Saturday,	March	24,	2018:	Servino's	Restorante	in	Tiburon.			
Thank	you	to	all	the	families	who	came	out	for	our	Parent's	Night	Out	last	month.		We	
truly	appreciate	your	generous	donations.		We	had	a	very	successful	night	and	raised	$17,652	
for	our	schools!!			
		
If	you	were	unable	to	attend,	we	still	have	some	opportunities	for	you	to	donate	and	help	us	
achieve	our	goal	of	raising	$20,000	for	our	schools!			
		



We	have	one	more	auction	item	that	is	still	available!		We	have	a	certificate	good	for	two	50-
minute	Making	Math	Real	tutoring	sessions	with	Julie	Durbin	on	her	Sausalito	Houseboat,	The	
Fairy	Tale.		Julie	is	a	multisensory	math	specialist	who	provides	support	for	ADHD,	Dyscalculia,	
Dysgraphia,	and	Executive	Functioning.		The	value	is	$210	and	we	will	offer	it	to	the	first	bidder	
at	$100.		Please	email		Stacey	Johnson	at	stacey.johnson.strawberry@gmail.com	if	you	are	
interested.	
		
We	do	have	a	few	more	openings	available	for	the	sign-up	parties.		The	details	are	included	
below.		Please	reach	out	to	Stacey	Johnson	at	stacey.johnson.strawberry@gmail.com	if	you	are	
interested	in	signing	up.	
		
1)	Beauty	Bash	at	Benefit	Cosmetics	
-	Come	join	us	for	a	Beauty	Bash	at	Benefit	Cosmetics	in	Downtown	Mill	Valley	on	May	23rd	
from	6:30-8:30pm.		Enjoy	bubbly,	red	wine	and	small	bites	while	you	receive	a	complimentary	
makeup	touch-up	and	your	choice	of	either	a	brow	wax	or	brow	tint.		Price	is	$40	a	person.	
		
2)	Parent's	Night	Out	at	Zinz	Wine	Bar		
-	Our	last	Mom's	Night	Out	at	Zinz	Wine	Bar	was	so	successful	that	we	scheduled	another	
one!		Come	join	us	on	May	9th	from	7:00	-	9:00pm	for	wine	and	light	appetizers.		Price	is	$30	a	
person.	
		
Strawberry	Preschool	Fund	a	Need	-	Update	the	Preschool	and	Pre-K	Libraries	
If	you	would	like	to	donate	money	towards	this	fund	there	will	be	a	sign-up	sheet	at	
school.		Please	help	us	replace	some	of	our	well-loved	books	and	purchase	newly	published	
ones.		Any	amount	you	can	contribute	to	this	need	is	hugely	appreciated!			
		
Tam	Preschool	Fund	a	Need	-	Purchase	New	Tricycles	
Thank	you	to	those	who	donated	money	to	purchase	the	tricycles.		Marcela	ordered	3	new	
tricycles	and	they	will	be	delivered	in	3	weeks!	
		
Children's	Art	-	There	are	still	some	art	items	that	have	not	been	picked	up	yet.		Please	
remember	to	pick	them	up	by	the	end	of	the	month.		We	request	a	$25	donation	per	piece	of	
art.			
		
Thanks	again	to	everyone	who	donated	items,	made	donations	on	the	evening	of	the	event	
and	gave	their	time	to	help	make	our	fundraiser	a	success!					
	
On	behalf	of	the	Board	of	Trustees	at	Tamalpais	Strawberry	Preschool	and	teachers,	we	thank	
you	for	your	support	in	attending	our	Parent’s	Night	Out	and	Fundraiser,	and	for	your	
generous	donations!		
	
 
 
 



 
Special Thanks to: 
 
Our Laundry Helpers: Lora, Tanya and Rebecca! Thank you for helping us keep a clean and safe 
environment.  
  
Parent Readers: Emily, Lora and Rebecca. We always enjoy having you come into the classroom 
to read to the children.  
 
Thank	you	to	our	amazing	board	members:	Jason	Moline,	Kristy	Marino,	Shannon	Coleman,	and	
Matt	Kweder.	All	our	board	members	have	been	working	hard	behind	the	scenes	to	help	our	
school	prepare	for	the	upcoming	events	and	Fall	registration 
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
 
We are in need of some play-dough makers. We have been using pre-made dough and it just isn’t 
the same as your fresh home-made stuff!  
 
There are a few remaining spaces for parent readers. We’d love to squeeze you in before the year 
is out. Let me know if a different day or time works better for you. 
 
The sign-up sheet for laundry helpers is also a little sparse, so if you have the time to do an extra 
load we’d really appreciate it.  
 
 
Lindsey, Michelle, Melissa and Cambria 


