
   
                  

             
 

 

  

   

 
      

 
  

 

                   

  

        
   

        

 
  

 
 

  
  
 

 
    

   

       
  

    

    

   

      
           
        
            

    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

    
    

 
  
   
  

    

   
   

  

     
  

 
   

   

  
  

  
  

    

   

        

     

     
    

   
     

 
     

     

  
     

 
    

       
         
          

  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
   

  

   

 

   
 

 

  

      
  

   

     

   

   

 
 

  
   

   
 

 
    

       

          

     
   

           

    
  

  
    

 
  

   
  

   
   

       

  

       
         

    
 
      

  
    

  

   
 

     

   
   

  

     
  

    
  

  

  
      

  
   

 



 
  

    
 

     

 

 
 

  

    
         

    

   

    

  
    

        

 
   
      

    
       

    
    
   

   
    

  
 
   

    

  
 

   

    
     
     
     

    
  
  

       
   

     
     

 
 
   

   

  

 
 
 

 

        
 

    
    

   
 

      
   

 
   
   

  

                
  

   

    
        

      
    

     

   

 

 

  

 
  

 
 

    

 
 
 

 

 

 

    
    

      

     

 
 
  

 
 
 

    
   

 
     

   

 

   
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

      

  

 

 

 

   

 
 
  

  

   

   

   

  

  

 

 

 

     

  
 
   
  
  

  

  





     
   

     

   
   

  
    

    

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

 

 
  

 
 
 

  
   
   
 

 

 
  
   

  

 
 
 
 

 

  
 
  
 

 

   

  

      

    
   
   

 
 

  

    

        

  

  
   
  

 

 
 

  

 

   

    
  

  

 

 
   

 
  
  

  

  

  
    

  
    

 
 
 
  

 
    

 
  
  

 
  

     

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
  

  

  
 

   

  

   

   
  

   

    

   

      

 

   

  

  

  

  



          

     

 

 

       
   
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

     

    
   
   

   
   
  

 
 

   
       
   
   

  
   

 

  

 
  

 
 

          

         

    

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

     

    
   
   

     

     

   

 
 

  
     

  
   
   

  

 

 
 

 

   

    
     

         

             

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

     

  
  
  

  

  

 
  
 
 

   

  

   
  
 

 

 

 
  

    

  
 

   
  

  
 
  

 
 

   

  

 
 
 

      
    

  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     

  
  

  
  

  

 
  
 
 

  

  

  
 
 

     
     

  

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

     

  
 

   
  

  
 
  

 
 

   

  

  
 
  

 



   

  

    
   

  
   

  

  

 

     
    

   
  

   

    
    
    
 

   

 
 

       

 
  

 
  

  
   
   

  
 

   

          

      

    

    
 
  

  

  
  
  

  

  

  
  
  
  

 
      
 

     
    

     

    

   

  

            

   

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

   

    

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

    
       

              

        
 

   

 

 

    

         

   
       

     
       

         

      
        

          

        
      

  

 

  

 
   
   

   
   

  

     

 
  

  

  

 
 

 
 

   
   
   
   
     
 

 
 
 

  
  
   
   
 

 

 
          

  
  

 
   

              



     
  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

    
    
 

 
 

 
 

    
    
 

  

   
  

    
  

         

                 
                 

      

    



       

  

          

         
 

     
 

           

         

        

          

   
           

  
     

 
 

 

   
 

   
     

      

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

   

    

   

      

  

    
        

 
        

         

              

    
 

        

 

   
   

   





PA-32 N130GH September 29, 2021 Off Airport Landing Narrative 

 

I left Wahpeton, ND / KBWP airport shortly after 0700 enroute to Elbow Lake, MN / 

Y63 to fly Young Eagles through our EAA Chapter 1174. I drew fuel from the left main 

as is my normal procedure with all tanks being full prior to takeoff. The trip to Elbow 

Lake was uneventful other than a noticeable cross wind component (actually a front 

quartering wind) at altitude which decreased significantly as I approached the threshold. 

 had also noticed this and commented about it prior to the event. 

I had brought my laptop computer with and attended an 0800 Zoom for work prior to the 

students arriving at about 8:45. 

My first flight of students I was second out and inadvertently used the wrong lake as our 

northerly reference point, as a result I was further north of the reference point which 

resulted in  __________ passing on the inside and getting ahead of me for landing. I 

could see him on ADS-B In but did not have visual. 

My second flight was uneventful. 

My third and final flight of students was uneventful. As I turned on a five mile final I 

noticed that my fuel on the left main was in the caution (yellow) at 6.6 gallons remaining. 

There is no audible warning for low fuel, just a flashing of the digits starting with yellow 

and then red. I do not recall if I turned the fuel pump on or not as with these short flight 

sometimes I just leave the pump on for the duration of the flight and sometimes I turn it 

off once I have reached altitude. Either way it would have been on when I switched the 

fuel from the left main to the right main for the landing which would have only burned 

off a nominal amount of fuel. 

After we had flown the last students at approximately 1030 or so, staff of Prairie Air were 

assisting in fueling our aircraft. I thought I had asked the guys to top off the left main and 

did not pay attention to what they actually did as I was conversing with another staff 

member,  ____________ about his mission work as an A&P and which 

organizations he served through. Staff manually towed the plane to a tie down area just in 

front of the terminal building. 

Prior to September 29  and I had agreed that after the YE event  would fly 

his Cessna 172 to Benson, MN / KBBB for an annual inspection and I would follow to 

pick him up.  was then going to act as my safety pilot for some instrument 

approaches to get me current prior to me dropping him off at his home airport of Fergus 

Falls, MN / KFFM. After dropping  off at KFFM I was going to continue on to 

Bismarck, ND / KBIS for meeting the following morning. Although the forecast called 

for VFR all day in the area enroute, it also called for scattered showers and 

thundershowers which were of minor concern. I was not aware of a specific time we 

needed to be in Benson and obviously had plenty of time to complete the planned 

approaches, drop  off and get to Bismarck prior to dark as I did not want to be 

flying in the dark while trying to avoid thundershowers even with ADS-B in weather. 

When we decided to depart Elbow Lake I entered the plane and switched the fuel selector 

from the right main to the left main without looking at the gauges as I usually burn the 

left tank down first for weight distribution purposes with just me in the plane.  was 

ready first and taxied over to the narrow taxiway waiting for me. I was watching a 

SeaWind experimental aircraft which was also departing at the same time. The SeaWind 



taxied before me but could not get past . I radioed  and he taxied around the 

hangars to make room for the SeaWind to taxi past him and depart on Runway 14. 

I lined up behind  on the taxiway, the SeaWind departed on Runway 14 then 

 and I back taxied on 14 and both departed without incident. I had the fuel pump 

on for departure and turned it off at altitude.  and I communicated on the 122.9 

CTAF until we switched over to 123.4 to communicate.  was in the lead and 

suggested we fly at 2,500 MSL which we did. I trimmed the plane to 55% power which is 

still faster than ’s 172 so I eventually overtook him on ’s right. 130GH is 

equipped with a Garmin GNX 375 GPS unit with ADS-B out and in which has both a 

very noticeable flashing screen component and an audible warning for traffic, terrain etc. 

The warning system repeatedly alerted because we were generally within about a mile of 

each other which is the threshold when aircraft are travelling in the same direction at the 

same altitude. I repeatedly dismissed the warning each time it alerted as I had visual of 

 until I overtook him. After I overtook  ADS-B showed him on top of me 

unless I zoomed in to 1 mile at which it would show him about 1 mile behind me which 

 confirmed on the radio when I inquired about his location and if he had me in 

sight. 

Later in the flight another aircraft was coming from the north and at the same altitude of 

2,500 MSL. It appeared as if we were going to cross paths in very close proximity and I 

thought ADS-B alerted to this both visually and audibly but as I write this I am not so 

sure most likely because of the repeated alerts I had been previously dismissing. For 

reasons unknown to me the foreign aircraft altered course prior to our intersecting, 

travelled in an easterly direction until about five miles off our left side and then tracked 

parallel to us. 

Conditions were smooth and good with a noticeable headwind which resulted in a ground 

speed of approximately 90 kts. With the low RPMs and manifold pressure I did not need 

to lean the fuel much if at all as it was only burning about 13 gph which is what I 

generally run it at with 55% power. The cylinder head and exhaust temps were running 

cool. The engine sputtered briefly and quit. I radioed  that I had lost power, I 

attempted a brief restart without checking the fuel gauges and am not sure if I had turned 

the fuel pump on when I attempted the restart. I was unable to restart the engine and 

started looking for a landing area. At this time I probably had less than one thousand feet 

of AGL and a harvested soybean field straight ahead seemed like the best option and I 

thought I had sufficient altitude to make it. After establishing a glide speed of 

approximately 90 mph and with my sink rate it soon became evident that making the 

bean field was unlikely. As my altitude decreased to what I estimate to be one hundred 

feet above the corn I engaged full flaps and intentionally flew into the corn prior to 

stalling. I pulled the yoke full back as I entered the corn and came to a very abrupt stop 

when the nose gear collapsed. I was wearing a four point harness which I attribute to my 

very minor injuries of a small laceration on my left knee, a very minor abrasion on my 

left elbow, and a minor bruise/abrasion on the top of my head which appears to have been 

caused by my headset. Although I am mostly bald I did not realize I had the injury on the 

top of my head until my wife pointed it out later that evening. 

Prior to landing I had neglected to turn off the power, fuel and open the door as taught 

during private pilot training. 



Upon coming to a stop I could hear the ELT alerting. I turned off the master switch, 

found my phone under my pedals and exited the aircraft.  was circling overhead, I 

waived to him, called 911 and walked out of the corn field. At this time I had no idea 

why the engine quit. After disparch and I discontinued our connection I called 

Minneapolis Center to notify them of my situation due to the ELT sounding. 

When law enforcement,  and A&P  arrived we went back to the 

plane. Due to the fire concern law enforcement had I checked all of the petcocks on each 

of the tanks and none of them were leaking.  went in front of the plane and noticed 

fuel leaking out of the fuel tank caps due to the nose down / tail up attitude of the plane. 

He further looked in all of the tanks and advised that the left main was empty but for a 

few drops he drained out of the petcock and possibly a little more in the very front of the 

tank which would not drain out due to the angle. It did not take me long to realize what I 

am 99% sure happened. I assumed all of my tanks were full at time of departure and 

neither confirmed this via visual inspection of the tanks nor even looking at the gauges at 

any time during the flight. I mistakenly thought the guys topped off the left main and not 

the right main and fuel exhaustion occurred when the 6.6 gallons of fuel in the left main 

was spent. 

 

  




