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Vince Davis has over 20-years diverse experience in 
emergency and crisis management and business 
continuity that includes military, government, disaster relief, 
and corporate entities Walgreens, Sony, and Amazon.

He is a Certified Emergency Manager by the International 

Association of Emergency Managers, Master Continuity 

Practitioner (FEMA), and graduate of the National 

Emergency Management Advanced Academy(NEMAA).

A native of Chicago, Vince Davis began his professional 

career in the telecommunications industry, working at AT&T 

and several other companies. A U.S. Air Force veteran, he 

served as an air traffic control specialist during the Vietnam 

War. Following his active duty service, Vince joined the 

Illinois National Guard as a public information specialist, 

where he served for 19 years in community relations, 

retiring with honors in 2001. The following year, he joined 

FEMA as an External Affairs and Community Relations 

Manager, leading field teams in response to 11 Presidential 

disasters including Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan and 

Jeanne.  

After leaving FEMA, Vince briefly worked for the Save-A-Life 

Foundation before joining the American Red Cross of 

Greater Chicago in 2007. There he oversaw chapter 

capacity initiatives, leading a groundbreaking effort for the 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) Go To 

2040 initiative. This work resulted in publication of the 

Emergency Preparedness Report and recommendations 

for improvements in community resilience in the Chicago 

region over the next 30 years.  

Vince left the Red Cross to become project lead for the 

Regional Catastrophic Planning Team, where he was 

responsible for overseeing development of the Regional 

Catastrophic Incident Coordination Plan. This project 

involved emergency managers from the three states, City 

of Chicago, and seventeen counties, and was the first 

phase of a major planning effort for mass evacuation and 

mass care for the region's eight million residents during a 

catastrophic disaster.  

In 2011, Vince joined Walgreens Co. as corporate Manger 

of Emergency Preparedness and Response, developing 

disaster plans and frameworks for the company's 8,600 U.S. 
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stores and facilities. He led emergency response 

operations for Hurricane Isaac, Super-storm Sandy, the 

Moore, OK Tornado, and Boston Marathon bombing. Vince 

also developed emergency plans for the G-8 Summit, and 

Ferguson, Missouri and Baltimore Maryland civil unrest 

incidents. Vince left Walgreens in 2015, moving to San 

Diego, where he served as Emergency Manager for Sony's 

PlayStation division, developing disaster and capacity 

building programs for their North America corporate 

locations.  

He joined Amazon in 2017 as Corporate Manager for 
Workplace Resilience, where he was responsible for 
facilitating workplace disaster planning for the company's 
175 corporate centers worldwide. InJanuary 2020, Vince 
joined Feeding America as Director of Disaster Services.  
Vince pursues his personal passion of working with 
underserved communities through his Preparedness 
Matters Consulting Network, which he formed in 2012 
following his first book Lost and Turned Out - A Guide To 
Preparing Underserved Communities for Disasters. In 2016, 
Vince began a collaboration with Native Public Media to 
produce the first ever Emergency Guidebook for Native 
Broadcasters. He also completed his second book, The 
Native Family Disaster Preparedness Handbook, (2017) in 
collaboration with several native organizations.  

Vince was Certified as an Emergency Manager by the 

International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), 

and is past chairperson of the Children’s In Disasters 
Caucus. He is an advisory board member for Domestic 

Preparedness Journal, and the Institute for Diversity and 

Inclusion In Emergency Management (I-DIEM) and lifetime 

member of the Black Emergency Managers Association 

(BEMA) International. A sought after speaker and disaster 
subject-matter-expert,  Vince has appeared at numerous 

emergency management forums and conferences 
throughout in the U.S. and Canada.  

 In 2018 Vince was voted by Base Camp as one of the top 

three emergency managers to follow on LinkedIn. He has 

been a keynote speaker at the Disaster Emergency 

Management Conference (DEMCON) Canada, Partners In 

Emergency Preparedness Conference (PIEPC) Seattle, and 

International Crisis Management Conference (Boston), as 

well as a workshop speaker/facilitator/panelist at mnay 
other forums.  

Vince is the father of five adult children and grandfather of 

eight. He and his wife Maria live in the Chicago area.  




