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a state in itself and, with a population of 3.5 million, is the largest city in the country. The headquarters of the German federal government (Bundestag and Bundesrat), is also home to the head of state, the president, whose official residence is Schloss Bellevue.The session of parliament and most federal
ministries in the city means that the public sector has accounted for nearly 40 percent of jobs in Berlin since 2014 - more than any other area. High house prices in the capital rose by 10.5 percent in 2018, the third highest rate in the world, according to Knight Frank. In a bid to control the growth rate,



Berlin's city government will freeze rents for five years from 2020.To is good news for tenants, who already enjoy a favourable deal compared to those in some other European capitals. According to the Numbeo consumer price database, rents for a three-bedroom apartment are 53 percent lower in central
Berlin than in London and 36 percent lower than in Paris.Start-up economyEfforts to expand Berlin's fast-growing service and technology sectors - for example, offering investment support to new businesses - are delivering results. In the five years to 2018, Berlin's economy grew on average 3.6 percent
annually, faster than the 1.9 percent for Germany, the Berlin city government announced. The city claims European start-up capital, attracting 3,000 new technology companies as of 2016 and €2.1 billion in venture capital in 2018. Annual job growth was 3.7 per cent last year, putting Berlin ahead of the
states of Bavaria (+2.5 per cent) and Hesse (+2.4 per cent). About 50,000 people are moved to Berlin each year, according to city authorities. Party vibeBerlin has long been known for its nightlife. In 1929, Foreign Minister Gustav Stresemann described the 1929 death of a 15-year-old man who had been
killed in a 1930s-1995 war. Today, berghain's famous fickle bouncers joke with club people around the world, but the capital's nightlife is more than just industrial techno. From relaxed jazz and soul nights at the Zigzag Jazz Club to Kim Bar on Brunnenstrasse playing 1970s rock, this hedonistic city offers
a night out for every taste. Clubbers hoping to comply with the gate policy at Berghain nightclubCultural highsBerlin's Museumsinsel (Museum Island) hosts five internationally significant museums, including the neoclassical Altes Museum, home to the Berlin State Museums' antiques collection, and the
Neues Museum, whose treasure includes a sculplus of ancient Egyptian Nefertiti.The recently opened James-Simon-Galerie, museumsinsel visitor center, recently opened James-Simon-Galerie, museumsinsel's visitor center, is the first new building on the island in more than a century, and next year will
be followed by the long-awaited Humboldt Forum Cultural Center. An estimated 20,000 artists live in the city. High-profile galleries include C/O, exhibited by photographers Annie Leibovitz and Anja Niedringhaus, and Berlinische Galerie, which recently hosted an exhibition by German architectural
documentary photographer André Kirchner.James-Simon-Galerie acts as a portal to the IslandBreath Museum of Fresh Aerial Great Parks, including Tiergarten, home to berlin zoo, offering a respite from the hustle and bustle of city life. But a wide range of lakes and forests are readily available for a day
trip to the S-Bahn city railway. Strandbad Wannsee, an inland beach with a lido on the coast of Grosser Wannsee, is less than an hour from the city center. The zoo is one of the most popular attractions away from bustlePhotographs: Dreamstime; Bloomberg; Alamy Cologne A thriving center for the
technology and creative industries, the city also has numerous cultural attractions a year ago so Elsa CourtGermany is the fourth largest city - a population in more than a million - is known in the festive season for its Christmas markets, but it is a year-long hub for media and research. The political
partyCologne hosts Germany – and one of the world's largest pride parades. Historically, the event has always had a political focus, and this year marked the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots in New York, drawing more than a million visitors to the city center. Home to Germany's largest mosque,
Cologne's central mosque, the city prides itself on its diversity: 38 percent of residents are of migrant background, according to the 2017 census, while nearly 20 percent have no German citizenship. Cologne Pride is held every summerMedia hubSome 57,000 people work in successful media and
creative industries in the city; Cologne Chamber of Commerce lists more than 23,500 member companies in these sectors. Cologne is also the national centre for TV production, producing more than a third of the country's programmes. MediaPark is a 20 hectare urban regeneration district built on the site
of an abandoned cargo station in northwestern Cologne. It includes offices and homes, as well as cultural and educational institutions. About 250 companies employ about 5,000 workers. MediaPark, a 20-hectare regeneration project, is home to about 250 cultural height companiesPhotographic
collection of sk Stiftung Kultur Foundation and Cinedom multiplex is also located in MediaPark. Other cultural sights in the city include the Ludwig Museum, near Cologne Cathedral, which boasts one of Europe's largest works by Pablo Picasso. The Kölner Philharmonie Concert Hall, which can hold 2,000
people, hosts about 450 classical, jazz and world music concerts annually. The Kölner Philharmonie was designed by a local architect and completed in the 1986Well-connectedCologne network of rail, highways and air routes making it Europe's main transport hub. Brussels is less than a two-hour train
ride away, while high-speed trains to Frankfurt run just over an hour. Cologne Bonn Airport, less than a 15-minute train ride from the city center, has direct flights to Berlin, London, Madrid, Milan and Istanbul.Sixteen million people live within an hour's drive of cologne's economic region, according to the
city's Chamber of Commerce. Cologne Hauptbahnhof is busy with local, regional and international hubEducational capabilitiesS an estimated 100,000 students and more than 3,000 researchers, the Cologne region is a major research center. More than a dozen public and private universities include the
University of Cologne, founded in 1388.Research institutes include the European AstronautIcal Center of the European Space Agency and the 30,000-square-foot BioCampus Cologne, one of Germany's largest technology parks and home to companies working to innovate in areas such as fintech and
ehealth. Model of crew research vehicle at European astronaut CentreLooking for home in Germany? Check out the FT's real estate listings. Photos: Dreamstime; Getty Images; Alamy A football, used in the sport of American football, is an elongated inflated rubber bladder that cones to the point at each
end. Despite often being called pig skin, the soccer ball is actually covered with gravel skin or cowhom. White laces are sewn on one side of the ball to allow the passer to better grip. Unlike balls used in most sports, the soccer ball is not globular in shape, so there is more unpredictability in the way it
bounces. When thrown, ideally the ball leaves the hand spinning in spiral motion, which keeps the flight of the ball more aerodynamic. There are different sizes of football, with smaller versions available for the youth game. At the NFL level, the ball measures from 20 3/4 to 21 1/4 inches around its
midsection, 28 to 28 1/2 inches around the ends and 11 to 11 1/4 inches from top to top. Football also weighs between 14 and 15 ounces and is inflated to between 12 1/2 and 13 1/2 pounds per square inch. Football's inflation level is important. During the 2014-2015 NFL playoffs, most of the balls used in
the first half of the game between the New England Patriots and Indianapolis Colts were about 2 pounds below the minimum required level of inflation. The Colts' complaint prompted the judges to test inflation levels and investigate.  The Patriots, who hosted the game, got some of the blame for the
underawster. Problem Sparked a controversy called Deflategate, and quarterback Tom Brady eventually received a four-game suspension because the NFL determined Brady may have known about the subinflation.  When football was in its infancy, the pig bladder was often inflated and used as a ball. It
may come as a surprise to learn that soccer balls were originally inflated by the bladders of animals, including those from pigs, notes Big Game Sports, a football manufacturing company. In later years, these animal bladders were placed inside the skin cover, which housed the term 'pig skin'. After Charles
Goodyear invented vulcanized rubber in 1844. Today, although they are still called pig skins, ... all pro and collegiate soccer balls are actually made of cowhive skin. Recreational and youth soccer balls, on the other hand, are often made of synthetic material or vulcanized rubber. (Big Game creates its
own soccer balls with cow waiding along the way.) So the next time you're ready for it perfectly spiralling, remember that the pig skin you hold isn't really pig skin, but the ball traveled a long way before eventually gaining shape, inflation levels and the football material you hold in your hands. Hands.
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