
 

 
nhsdlc.cn 

Con Sample Case 
 

We stand CON on the resolution, “Resolved: Countries should prioritize climate change 

adaptation over mitigation.” 

 

We’ll start with definitions 

 

First, UNFCCC defines climate change adaptation as actions taken to help communities and 

ecosystems cope with changing climate condition. [1] 

 

Second, according to UNEP climate change mitigation refers to efforts to reduce or prevent 

emission of greenhouse gases. Mitigation can mean using new technologies and renewable 

energies, making older equipment more energy efficient, or changing management practices or 

consumer behavior. [2] 

 

Therefore, this debate is about whether countries should prioritize coping with the deteriorating 

environment or put effort into alleviating climate change itself. 

 

Our framework is prioritizing human survival along with economic benefits 

 

There should be two major goals in responding to climate change: ensuring human survival and 

the stability of the global economy. Both are directly linked to the long-term wellbeing of 

societies and improved lives for individuals. If we win that mitigating the impacts of climate 

change can accomplish both more effectively than adapting, the con should win this debate. 

 

Contention 1: Justice for Developing Countries 
 

[Claim] Small nations that contribute little to climate change are most harmed by the impacts. 

 

[Warrant] According to United States EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), the top carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emitters were China (30%), the United States (15%), the European Union (9%), 

India (7%), Russia (5%), and Japan (4%).[3] Meanwhile, Verisk Maplecroft, a global risk 

analysis firm, calculated that the countries with the highest climate change vulnerability index in 

2017 are the Central African Republic, DR Congo, Haiti, Liberia, and South Sudan, which are 

developing countries that barely contribute to climate change.[4] Even though Zimbabwe 

contributes little to global emissions, rains there have caused dramatic flooding that killed 250 

people and left thousands of people homeless. 

 

[Impact] Mitigation is the only way to solve this unjust situation. Reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions and limiting the severity of the impacts of climate change helps everyone globally, 

limiting the impact of climate change to the economy and human survival. Developing countries 

that are most vulnerable to climate change often lack the resources for effective adaptation, so 

prioritizing mitigation is the best way for powerful countries responsible for climate change to 

protect human survival globally, linking back to our framework. 
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Contention 2: Limitations to Adaptation 
 

[Claim] Mitigation can prevent impacts that can’t be adapted to. 

 

Sub-point A: Human Health 

 

[Warrant 1] According to UNFCCC, climate change is expected to exacerbate health problems 

that already pose a major burden to vulnerable populations.[5] A recent study links increasing 

heat and precipitation with increasing rates of over 12 diseases. Flooding will further amplify the 

spread of disease in densely populated areas. 

 

[Warrant 2] According to Jos Lelieveld, Professor in Atmospheric Physics, “Since the 1970s the 

number of hot days and nights has doubled.” According to Climate Central report, “Heat is the 

number one weather-related killer” and days “over 90°F [32°C]. . . are associated with dangerous 

ozone pollution levels that can trigger asthma attacks, heart attacks, and other serious health 

problems.” [6] 

 

[Impact] These widespread health impacts that can’t easily be adapted to necessitate prioritizing 

mitigation. This sort of intense strain on healthcare systems and reduced labor productivity will 

sap resources from adaptation efforts. Thus, preventing these problems from occurring as much 

as possible is our best option. 

 

Sub-point B: Air Pollution 

 

Climate scientists agree that the main cause of climate change is humanity’s greenhouse gas 

emissions.  Coal, gas and oil contribute both to carbon dioxide emissions that lead to climate 

change and toxic air pollution. Fixing our reliance on these energy sources can solve both 

problems at once. [3] 

 

[Warrant] According to The Guardian, “Toxic air is now the biggest environmental risk of early 

death, responsible for one in nine of all fatalities. It kills 7 million people a year . . . Over 90% of 

the world’s population lives in places where air pollution is above WHO guidelines . . . The lost 

lives and ill health caused are also a colossal economic burden. . . $5.11 trillion per year.” [7] 

 

[Impact] Air pollution is one major side-effect of climate change and it threatens people’s overall 

health. By reducing greenhouse gas emissions, climate mitigation strategies will also reduce air 

pollution, saving healthcare costs and lives. 
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Contention 3 Economic Benefits 
 

[Claim] Developing renewable energy is key to reducing greenhouse gases and fighting climate 

change. Renewable energy also comes with immense economic benefits.  

 

[Warrant] According to the Wisconsin Energy Bureau, “Investment in locally available 

renewable energy generates more jobs, greater earnings, and higher output . . . than a continued 

reliance on imported fossil fuels . . . Overall, renewables create three times as many jobs as the 

same level of spending on fossil fuels.” Luz International solar plants produce “90% of the 

world’s solar thermal electricity,” have maintenance that is more “labor-intensive than 

maintenance of a fossil-fuel power plant,” and provide $300 million in taxes over 30 years for 

every solar plant. 

 

[Impact] By prioritizing mitigation and investing in renewable energy, we can reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions while increasing employment. Thus, mitigation is the best way to ensure human 

survival and benefit the economy. 

 

For these reasons, we negate. 
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