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IMPROVING THE PHILIPPINES' PERFORMANCE IN  
PISA ASSESSMENTS 

 
LILIAN S. MANAOIS 

Teacher II / Officer-in-Charge  
 

The Philippines' performance in the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) has 

highlighted several areas needing improvement. To enhance the country's standing, a 

multifaceted approach is necessary. Here are some strategies and opinions on how the Philippines 

can improve its performance in future PISA assessments: 

 

1. Strengthening Early Childhood Education 

 Investing in early childhood education is crucial. Ensuring that young learners develop 

foundational skills in reading, mathematics, and science can lead to better outcomes in later 

years. Programs that focus on cognitive and social development should be expanded and made 

accessible to all communities. 

 

2. Enhancing Teacher Training and Development 

 Teachers play a pivotal role in student performance. Providing continuous professional 

development opportunities for teachers can improve their instructional methods and 

understanding of the PISA framework. Training should focus on innovative teaching strategies, 

critical thinking, and problem-solving skills to align with PISA's focus. 

 

3. Updating and Localizing the Curriculum 

 The current curriculum should be reviewed and updated to ensure it aligns with 

international standards. Emphasizing critical thinking, creativity, and practical application of 
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knowledge can help students perform better in assessments like PISA. Localizing the curriculum 

to make it relevant to students' experiences can also enhance understanding and retention. 

 

4. Integrating Technology in Education 

 Technology can be a powerful tool in improving education quality. By integrating digital 

resources and tools into the classroom, students can gain access to a wider array of learning 

materials and experiences. This approach can also prepare students for the digital demands of 

modern assessments. 

 

5. Fostering a Reading Culture 

 Encouraging a culture of reading both in schools and at home can greatly improve literacy 

rates. Schools should promote extensive reading programs and provide access to diverse reading 

materials. Parental involvement in promoting reading at home can also have a significant impact. 

 

6. Addressing Socioeconomic Disparities 

 Socioeconomic factors heavily influence educational outcomes. Addressing these 

disparities by providing resources and support to underprivileged communities can help level the 

playing field. Initiatives such as scholarships, meal programs, and school supplies can support 

disadvantaged students. 

 

7. Encouraging Parental and Community Involvement 

 Parents and communities are vital partners in education. Encouraging active involvement 

in school activities and decision-making processes can create a supportive environment for 

students. Community programs that support education can also reinforce learning outside school. 
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8. Implementing Regular Assessment and Feedback 

 Regular assessments aligned with PISA standards can help track student progress and 

identify areas needing improvement. Constructive feedback mechanisms should be in place to 

guide both students and teachers in refining their approaches to learning and teaching. 

 

9. Promoting Collaborative Learning 

 Group activities and collaborative projects can enhance problem-solving and critical-

thinking skills. By encouraging students to work together, they can learn from each other and 

develop skills that are essential for success in assessments like PISA. 

 

10. Government Support and Policy Implementation 

 Strong government support and effective policy implementation are crucial. Adequate 

funding, infrastructure development, and policy reforms aimed at educational improvement must 

be prioritized. Collaborative efforts between government, private sector, and international 

organizations can drive significant progress. 

 

In conclusion, improving the Philippines' performance in PISA assessments requires a 

comprehensive and collaborative approach. By focusing on early education, teacher development, 

curriculum enhancement, and addressing socioeconomic challenges, the country can create a 

more robust educational system. These efforts will not only improve PISA scores but also provide 

Filipino students with the skills and knowledge they need to thrive in the global arena. 

 


