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 pdf file and sent it to him.  The attachment was corrupted.  On Monday, September 1, Atilio Gambedotti was in the Oval Office of the White House for an in-person meeting with President George W. Bush.  He was nervous.  He was about to become the second highest-ranking executive at the world’s second largest oil company.  A veteran of Exxon and Mobil, he had recently joined the world’s
largest oil company, the Spanish-based oil giant, The fax was received on Tuesday, September 2, by a member of the President’s communications staff.  It was about five pages long.  The first page had two black-and-white fax headings:  “U.S. National Security” and “Protecting the Oil Supply.”  On the second page were several bullet points titled: “Key Objectives,” “Key Features,” and “Cultural

Issues.” The third page contained two bullet points and the following text: “To let you know that Mr. Gambedotti was extremely enthusiastic about joining the company and had a very strong interest in developing the North American business.” On the fourth page, the letter began: “I am very pleased to inform you that after careful consideration,” and “Further to our discussion on Wednesday, August
29,” and “After careful consideration,” and “I am confident that we can work together,” and “The time to move forward on ExxonMobil is now.”  Mr. Gambedotti was completely stunned.  He read the whole letter again.  He sat down with his wife and discussed it.  He realized that he was getting a $20 million-a-year job with a company that, a few months before, was trying to cut its investment in the

United States by a third and whose CEO had just had a luncheon in Washington with the Vice President’s wife to discuss the American energy crisis. And he realized that it was true: the fax was about him.  Not about the company.  Not about the jobs he would create in the United States.  520fdb1ae7
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