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Brethren, week 37 and news of the end of formal lockdown as we move into a new tier system, where 
we in Worcestershire are either Tier 2 or 3. You can use the checker at the end of this Square News to 
determine your exact level. This of course means for both tiers,  the continuation of no physical 
meetings indoors at present.  
 
‘Normal’ life does continue, we received the very sad news of the death of Roy Padden, but also the 
enlightening story of Trevor Blake who features in a book called “Covid Kindness” 
 
Our podcast this week comes from George Barrow who describes how he started off his Freemasonry 
life in Lancashire in 1975, and how he enjoys his time overseeing Ellard-Hanson Court. 
 
This week we see the start of a new regular article – “ a view from the East” aimed at imparting that 
depth of experience current WM’s can give to up and coming brethren to the chair. 
 

Keep strong, keep positive and stay safe.                     The Ed 

Week 37, 30th November 2020 

2, 4 or more wheels will do! 
 
This week, Square News talks to WBro Simon Jinks who reports from the 
Worcestershire Masonic Motoring Club. 
 
Got a vintage, classis or exotic car? Not required. Got a motorcycle? Not 
required. Got a helicopter licence? Not required. Are you interested in all 
thing’s internal combustion? Required.  Are you a petrol, diesel or steam 
head? Required! , OK I will admit it, electric cars are welcome too (but 
don’t tell Mrs Jinks that) Are you just plain old good fun? Definitely 
required. 
 

Worcestershire Masonic Motoring 
Club (WMMC) was formed in 2008 and 
is "A club for all members of the 
province and their partners who have 
an interest in motoring". The aims of 
the club are to hold regular social 
events and visits connected with "all 
things motoring" (including motor 
cycling) as well as the occasional  

competitive event.  The WMMC is a fantastic social way to make friends 
from other Masonic groups, and of course other Provinces, to your 
regular circle. We aim to meet many times during the full 12 months of 
the year, typically culminating in the Christmas lunch meeting and 
starting again with an annual Sunday lunch in January, which over the last 
few years has been a great success with well over 100 to dine at the 
Worcestershire Country Cricket ground. During the driving season we can 
be found traversing the “Drovers Way” in Wales or as far as the North 
West 500 in Scotland and many places in between.  
 
Once a year we will undertake a weekend away which traditionally allows 
the Masons (Entered Apprentice and up) to take in a Craft Lodge meeting 
in a far flung Province on the Friday evening whilst the ”Masonettes” 
enjoy a good catch up over drinks and dinner. The rest of the weekend 
then takes in a jolly good ramble by your chosen mode of transport and 
there is even an annual trophy for the most meritorious moment of the 
weekend. 
 
Although 2020 has mostly kept us in the pit lane we did have a wonderful 
Sunday lunch at the Cricket Ground in January.  During the summer 
“unlock” period we managed one driving event. This was attended by 
about twenty pilots and navigators including the PGM (who is also the 
club President) both 2019 Provincial Grand  Wardens, a Provincial ADC 
and a new boy, the incoming Provincial Grand Registrar. 
 
So are you interested? Please take a look at the club website 
www.worcsmmc.org or via the link from the PGL Website under “Social”.  
 
Oh, the Subs, there are always Subs in Masonry, so what does it cost? 
Membership costs only £5.00 per year! How fantastic is that? So what are 
you waiting for…. 
 
WBro Simon Jinks. 
  
  
 

Roy Padden PProvSGW  
Certificate Of Merit, Worcestershire 

 

It is with great sadness that we 
learnt that WBro Roy of The Sabrina 
Lodge No. 6595  passed to the Grand 
Lodge above on Thursday 26th 
November, one day before his 85th 
birthday. 
Roy was a major part of the Library 
& Museum Team, a recipient of the 
PGM’s Certificate of Merit and our 
membership contact for anyone 
who   wanted   to   join   a   lodge  in 

Worcester. He was widely known to many across our Province and  
beyond and regarded as the epitome of all that is best in 
Freemasonry. He will always hold a special place in our hearts, and 
he will be missed more than we can imagine. 
 

“A little man with a big heart” 
 

Our thoughts are with Kath and his three children. 

Covid Kindness UK:2020 
 
Bro Trevor Blake, from Bordesley Abbey Lodge 
4495, is a recent addition to Freemasonry and is 
already embracing the ethos of the fraternity.  
 
Whilst working on the Nightingale Hospital Excel in 
London as one of the Operations Managers, he started a LinkedIn 
thread, which referred to the project he was working on and how 
honoured he felt to be a part of it.  To Trevor’s surprise, the post 
quickly went viral attracting over 2,500 messages offering support. 
Trevor became the go-to guy and a point of contact between the 
powers that be on the project and the thousands of offers of 
assistance and donations of service, products and materials that 
flooded in. The outpouring of genuine human empathy was 
overwhelming.  
 

A few months later, Trevor received a call out of the blue asking 
whether he would mind sharing his story in new a book called 
‘Covid Kindness’  featuring wonderful tales of human kindness in 
the face of an unimaginable crisis, raising money for good causes, 
including NHS Charities Together.  
 

Trevor is extremely proud to be included within its 372 pages, with 
the likes of Sir Captain Tom and the ‘Dancing Binmen’. The book 
includes a few celebrity stories but for the most part, serves as a 
true testament to how the average person on the street can make a 
huge difference to their community. 
 

The book is available for pre-order nationwide from 
www.jackanorycommunications.com/covidkindness 
 

http://www.worcsmmc.org/
http://www.jackanorycommunications.com/covidkindness
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This week listen to  
WBro George W. Barrow, PSGD,   

Past Asst. Prov. Grand Master and Chairman of Worcestershire 
Masonic apartments, Ellard-Hanson Court.  

 

                    
 

Hear what he enjoys about the apartments and describes as a 
“superb place to live” and proud of being Covid free all this 

year 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Check your COVID Tier Level restrictions 

View from the East….. 
 

Welcome to our new regular 
feature, a weekly snapshot of a WM 

currently in the chair of a 
Worcestershire lodge; be that for 

the first or a successive time. 
 

They bring you a little background 
and perspective, whilst also drawing 

on their valuable experience 
to provide essential tips and advice 

for all brethren in 
progression or who expect the take the chair in the  future. 

 
This week’s Master in the chair is WBro Martin Lawrence PProvSGW, 
WM of Aedificandum Lodge No. 9937and Past Master of Hope and 
Charity No. 377. 
 
What is the lasting memory of your first Installation? 
I remember the PGM’s address, emphasising the responsibility, trust, & 
honour bestowed upon me. I felt the lodge was a priceless heirloom to 
be nurtured & passed on. 
 
The year was busy with three ceremonies. I wanted to deliver them well 
and with meaning. I’m not a studious individual and have to learn by 
‘rote and repetition’ It was hard-work but it paid-off! 
 
What advice would you give to brethren in progression? 
Don’t feel you have to prove yourself, we can often be our own worst 
critic, so be careful to set your own standards. Without overcommitting, 
be willing to take on work and get involved in the business of the lodge. 
You will develop a greater understanding, be better prepared for each 
office, and ultimately The Chair. 
 
Regularly attend Lodge of Instruction! I can’t stress this enough, it taught 
me how to conduct the business of the lodge and focused my practice. 
Make sure you know the ceremony by the final rehearsal and use the 
last practice to iron-out-the-wrinkles & ‘nail-down’ the perambulations. 
 
Any final words of wisdom? 
Never be complacent, feeling nervous is normal, ask for help & delegate 
effectively. It’s better to do a little bit well than a lot badly. Remember, 
the IPM, PM’s & brethren are there to support you. 
 
 
If you would like to share your own experience & feature in future 
editions, contact WBro Ed Kimpton at: royalstandard498@gmail.com 
 

St George meets the Dragon?  
 
The Lodge of St George No. 5691 is holding a 
virtual meeting at 11.00am on Wednesday 16th 
December. The meeting will feature a talk by 
WBro Ian Fothergill, PPrSGW, entitled ‘The history 
of the Festive Board’, which the Brethren should 
find most entertaining and enjoyable. There will 
be a voluntary raffle, proceeds of which will be 
donated to the 2022 Festival Appeal.  
Brethren may pay for the raffle online,  at a cost of £5.00 per entry 
to:  The Lodge of St George, HSBC Bank, sort code No 40-42-12. A/C 
No 82122456. 
 
The link for the meeting has kindly been arranged by the Provincial 
Grand Secretary, WBro Iain Sharratt – at the appropriate time please 
click here: https://tinyurl.com/y59yknvv 
 
Brethren are asked to notify the Lodge Secretary, WBro Phil Goalby of 
their intention to attend by Saturday the 12th December at the latest 
by email to goalbz64@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Whilst it will not be necessary for Brethren to wear Masonic clothes, 
Brethren are requested to wear a shirt and tie for the meeting. 
 

During lockdown the province of Worcestershire nominated Myaware 
to receive a grant of £1000.  
 

 
 
Myaware is a charity who support people in Worcestershire living with 
Myasthenia which is a condition that causes muscle weakness.  
 
Helen Critchlow from the charity informs us that during COVID-19 they 
have transferred their support services to online and telephone 
provisions. Their local support workers will keep in touch with their 
members and will support them with guidance on day-to-day life in 
isolation. This will also include virtual support sessions via zoom.  
 
Helen explained they are experiencing an increase in demand in both 
counselling and benefit advice services during these uncertain times. 
Beyond the pandemic they intend to reinstate their face-to face 
support events as quickly as possible. She explained that the support 
given by Worcestershire Freemasons will help them provide all of 
these key services. David Dey recently received a letter of thanks from 
Helen Critchlow in relation to the above grant giving thanks to the 
Freemasons of Worcestershire for their help and support. 
 
If you or someone you know has been affected by Myasthenia and 
wish to Seek support or advice please contact Helen on 
Helen.critchlow@myaware.org. 
 
If you have any information on charity events or donations made by 
your lodge, please forward information to John at 
jjfennell01@icloud.com. 

Dudley Masonic Hall from the 
WM’s chair 
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