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 thurmondinternationalexperiment 20 years of The Economist – The New York Times poll 20 years of The Economist – The
New York Times poll See www.Economist.com/votes for more details Paul Butler, The Economist, 30 September 2014 A few
days ago The Economist published a list of the top-paid people in the world (see “Best-paid in the world”). And it reported that
the job of managing director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) will pay its chief $2.7m next year. It is not every day

that The Economist publishes an article about salary levels. But the article is part of a special series of articles on the 20th
anniversary of the magazine. We asked readers what they thought were the world’s most overpaid people, what they thought the
most overpaid occupations were, and what people in the world could do to be paid less. The list is based on a sample of 23,000

readers who responded to a poll and it is not a scientific sample. Most readers, if given a list of such people, would probably
pick the same names as those in The Economist’s list. But of course the list is not all that definitive. In fact it is a list of some of

the wealthiest people in the world. So what does The Economist make of its list? Well, it notes that it is “amazingly diverse”,
“includes numerous people of colour”, and “exposes the list for all its worth”. The magazine also points out that the list is an

index of salaries, not of talent or achievements. But, it says, “further research could be fun”. Indeed, readers could look at the
names and see what they think of them. The Economist notes that some readers may be surprised that the “IMF’s managing

director has come out on top”. If the list is an index of wealth, then perhaps it reflects the fact that the position in question is one
of the highest paid for its job. The magazine says, “The IMF was founded after the Great Depression to avert another one.” The
IMF has just emerged from that period and according to The Economist “it is paid well”. The IMF’s first managing director was

a Canadian, 520fdb1ae7
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