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The loose theme for this month's newsletter is finding history.  Three of these articles are focused on
history that was lost to us through time and re-found, whether through reading family letters sent
during the Civil War or in our book review a case of a historian finding a new story and chasing it

down to tell a tale that is quite remarkable.  As a historical society we want to stress that your family
history is our collective history!  We want to know your stories!  There may be amazing facts and

stories found in letters that are in your attic that can alter our understanding of this county's history!

Fort Warrenton

   One of the great things about reading letters written by soldiers and family members during The
Civil War is finding little forgotten details that show what life was life, especially during war-time

Virginia.  On Sunday April 26th, 1863, one such instance shows a small slice of fun Warrenton
knowledge that would have been lost if it wasn’t for the letters of Susan Emeline Caldwell.   That

previous week, the U.S. Army would have small skirmishes with the 43rd Virginia Calvary, Mosby’s
Rangers.  Mosby was a Confederate who would harass the U.S. around Northern Virginia.  At the

time, Mosby was living in Warrenton and many from his unit did as well.  The night of the 26th, The
U.S. Army was in the town and for an unknown reason they were expecting to meet Mosby in
town.  John Mosby had a talent for evading capture and so the US Army was preparing a small
defensive blockade to slow him down.  On Winchester St, in front of Bragg’s Carriage shop (located
on the West side of Winchester St between Paradise and Chestnut St) the U.S. Army disabled a
couple of wooden wagons across the road and placed a bunch of sharpened sticks called Abatis in
front of the wagons.  Behind the wagons on the town side of the barricade the soldiers dug a trench
and filled it with mud on the hopes of catching Mosby if he jumped the wagons on his horse.  The
citizens of Warrenton described this as a “curiosity” and being that this was created by the U.S.
Army, thought it would be worth making a joke out of it.  Charles Bragg, the town’s mayor and
owner of the shop this was in front of, dragged a wooden log to the wagons and mounted it as if it
was a cannon, a common tactic for troops with no cannons and were known as a quaker gun.  The
townspeople all came to view this blockade and had a laugh at the expense of the US Army and
named the blockade Fort Warrenton or Bragg’s Battery. 

The present location of Fort Warrenton. (Photo by Joe Ficarelli)

  
--By Joseph Ficarelli, Member of the Fauquier Historical Society Board of Directors and
Communications Committee Chair 

The March

 
   This story is also found in the Caldwell letters, like the one of Fort Warrenton.  This story goes to
show the feeling of Warrenton residents towards the U.S. Army as they were first coming into the
streets of Fauquier in early 1862.  Up until that time the U.S. Army was held at bay by the
Confederate Forces in Centerville.  The townspeople were confident in March of 1862 that the U.S.
Army would not come to town, but once the confederate forces moved south that feeling changed. 
The townspeople were fully invested in the successionist movement and were loathed to see
Yankees in their town.  Eventually the U. S. Army entered town and were coldly received as this

incident goes to show.  Monday April 7th, 1862, the U.S. Army was marching from Main St. down
Winchester St. and Susan Caldwell, Octavia White, and Sarah Johnson were standing on Mrs.
Johnson’s porch watching the soldiers march by when one of the soldiers asked the ladies where the
road led.  Octavia White, while wearing a hat from the Washington Artillery of New Orleans,
responded that she hoped the road would lead them all to the Devil!  The one soldier who asked the
question got mad when a fellow solider looked at him and said, “What did you expect from that
d___ sucesh!”  While this is a small story it goes to show the attitude of the town during the early
days of the war.  These stories can only be found in letters between loved ones during the War and
are invaluable to us today as we try to understand what life was like during this pivotal time in our
collective history.  A time that seems so far away but in reality, is not. 

The present view from the porch on Winchester St. (Photo by Joe Ficarelli)
  
--By Joseph Ficarelli, Member of the Fauquier Historical Society Board of Directors and
Communications Committee Chair 

Director’s Corner 

Our New Director
 

Starting this September, the museum hired our new executive director.  Gus Kasper graduated
from the University of Mary Washington in August of 2022 with a degree in history. His
passion for local history began before college, when he started volunteering for his local
historical society in King William County, Virginia as a sophomore in high school. Since that
time, he was brought on to that same organization’s Museum Council and was later elected
Vice President of that same body. He hopes to bring his passion for local history that
developed in King William to his new home county of Fauquier.  Feel free to stop by the
museum and meet Gus and see changes he has started to make to our museum.   

 
By Gus Kasper

Director of the Fauquier History Museum at the Old Jail

Book Review 

Gettysburg Rebels 
Five Native Sons Who Came Home to Fight as

Confederate Soldiers 
By Tom McMillan 

ISBN 978-1-62157-592-4 

 
 

      Being into Civil War history as I am and living around here, you tend to think you know
most of the big stories of Fauquier County during this time.  To my surprise while browsing
Audible one day I decided to give this book as chance.  And did it open my eyes to a
fascinating story of 5 men from a small town in Adams County, Pennsylvania.  Some of these
men would move to Fauquier County as boys and would participate in the most well-known
battle of the war, The Battle of Gettysburg.  According to the author, the story of the Hoffman
Brothers was lost to history and only resurrected when he started to investigate writing a book
based on John Wesley Culp and Henry Wentz.  These two men both from Gettysburg, moved
south in the late 1850’s to Shepherdstown and Martinsburg, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
John Wesley Culp is the most well-known of the quintet, his cousin owning the now famous
Culp’s Hill, in which Wesley (as he was known) was killed in action on the second day of the
battle.  Fauquier County enters the picture through Wesley.  When Wesley was a teenager in
1856, he was working in the carriage factory of a prominent Gettysburg citizen C.W.
Hoffman. C.W. had 3 sons, Robert, Frank, and Wesley Hoffman.  C.W., in 1856, decided to
move his carriage shop and family down to Shepherdstown Va.  A young Wes, decided to
move with C.W. and his three sons to continue working for the family.  Once again C.W.
decided in 1859 to move, he purchased a 585-acre farm called Linden in Fauquier County. 
This time Wesley Culp stayed behind eventually ending up in Martinsburg Va.  
    
   At the start of the War, the 3 sons decided for the successionist cause to join the army.  The
eldest, Robert, joined the Hamtramck Guards with Wesley Culp and fought throughout the
war staring at the First Battle of Bull Run.  Frank enlisted initially as an infantry man but

moved over to the artillery in Co. A 38th Battalion Virginia Artillery, known as the Fauquier
Light Artillery.  This Company arrived at Gettysburg on the 3rd day and played a part in the

grand cannonade right before Pickett’s Charge.  The 3rd brother, Wesley, enlisted in March of

1862 in Co. A 7th Virginia Cavalry known as the “Fauquier Mountain Rangers”.  Through his
research, the author tells the stories of these men lives during and after the war.  This book,
was an unexpected find relating to local Fauquier history that introduced myself to a new
story in our county and how these brothers from the most famous Civil War town lived here,
fought for the south, and how they could have changed outcomes for the battle had the
Southern Generals had used their local knowledge of Gettysburg. 
 

By Joseph Ficarelli

Artifact of the Season 

   This season we have on display our presidential signature!  After the Civil War, members of
the south had to take loyalty oaths and citizens who took part in the rebellion had to get
official pardons.  These pardons were first granted after the surrender of Lee at Appomattox
to U.S. General Grant.  For the certain rebels to gain full citizenship, some had to wait for an

executive pardon.  Hugh Hamilton was a member of the Black Horse Troop, 4th Virginia
Cavalry company H.  Hugh was a lifelong Warrenton resident and served 36 years as the
Treasurer of Fauquier County.  This is the exact copy he received from President Andrew
Johnson and one of two such pardons the museum now has!

 
By Joseph Ficarelli  
 

 
 

The mission of the Fauquier History Museum at the Old Jail is to bring history to the
Fauquier Community and one of the most important ways we do that is through people who
contact our museum requesting help with research on family members or the history of their

homes. The stories of one's family and home personalize history allowing community
members to connect with it in a unique way. 

  
You can contact the museum at info@fauquierhistory.org or call us at 540-347-5525. And
while we offer this assistance free of charge, consider donating to help us continue to offer

this service to future researchers.  
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