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The thief of always

After his wish, Harvey Swick finds that, like many others who have been offered three wishes, the things we think we want more than anything are not really true... Harvey follows his genius - in the form of a smart salesman called Rictus - at least half believe in his promises, and finds himself in a magical
place, the ultimate holiday home... When it was published, Clive told Fangoria and the Washington Post what the story was about: For 8-year-olds, The Thief of Always is an adventure about a child who goes to a house that seems to promise everything, but has a dark, terrible secret. And for an adult, it's
a story about the problems of time and childhood, and what you give in the moments of your youth that you can never come back. For the 10-year-old who reads Thief of Always, I think it's an adventure first and foremost. This is a child who has stolen time from him and who takes revenge royally for the
power that steals from him... In The Magical Holiday Home of Mister Hood, Harvey is delighted to see that all seasons of the year occur every day - from the first day of spring in the morning to summer in the afternoon, Halloween in the evening and ending with winter, Thanksgiving and Christmas before
bedtime before the cycle starts the next day. Addressing Bill Babouris, Clive said: The Lifelong Thief is a perfect example of my trying to remind people how wonderful the cycle of seasons is. It's a book that asks: What happens if you do this in one day? Look at this. Look at this! Look what the year is
doing to us. Look at all these wonderful things... At the heart of the book is a very simple idea; Live in the moment and understand that the moment is miraculous. Don't live the next moment, or the next moment, because while you wait for the next thing to come along in your life is to slip. He's a 10-year-old
boy who thinks a bit like Clive did at the age of 10! Harvey Swick is very much the 10 years I was: a very angry little kid who had very strange dark imaginations that he never quite knew how to deal with. I think I've spent the years since I was this 10-year-old finding formats, finding shapes for the things
that were running around my head. I think we, as children, are bored most of the time, waiting for adults to do what adults do. That's certainly less true now, but when I was a kid, I didn't have those diversions. So there was a lot of downtime, time you were waiting. I used to do a lot of reading, but even
reading can't take you away all the time, away from the life in Liverpool in the 1950s, which is where I was raised, and I wanted to reflect that in Harvey. I also wanted to give Harvey some of my imaginative energy. So, yes, there's something About Harvey in me... Even as a I knew I was living on vacation
on vacation. Every child does this - you finish your summer vacation and think, Oh, how long is it at Thanksgiving? (in America - in England, it was Bonfire Night). And then, on the night of the bonfire, you thought, okay, how long is it for Christmas? And my mother kept saying, Don't wish your life away,
don't wish your life. But the story was based on nothing except that there were many times in my life where I would have liked more to happen and I thought it would be an interesting fantasy to play with. Ah, now it has nothing to do with Clive! Hood is a vampire lord, but he is so different from the blood-
sucking form... He is essentially a thief of souls, who uses his will and his seduction to steal souls from children. A vampire who steals from the soul... In the holiday home...? How can Harvey handle this? Clive explained a little more to World of Fandom: When he finally faces Hood, Harvey sees the
darkness in himself. I had a very interesting interview three or four weeks ago where someone said to me, When I read the book, I thought you had gone all Spielberg about me - the book had become this celebration of childhood wonder. At second reading, the interviewer said that he realized what the
subtext of the book was about. In fact, unlike some of the most crude and critical readings of the book, which suggested that what Harvey is doing is Indiana Jones-esque, what Harvey is doing is far from that. He applies to Hood the teachings hood, in his ignorance, taught Harvey. He tries to turn Harvey
into a vampire like him, and Harvey uses these skills as soon as he returns to the creature. It is a very dark part of the story, because Harvey is empowered to realize that he has this desire to bleed the enemy dry. A question his HarperCollins editors have asked him more than once! Especially since they
really didn't want him to waste his time writing this kind of book instead of writing another adult book... Over the years, and my career as a writer of fantasy and horror books for adults has developed, the idea of writing a book for a younger audience has never gone away. Many of my favorite books -
stories I come back over and over again - are books that would be in the children's section of a bookstore: Peter Pan, Treasure Island and The Chronicles of Narnia chief among them. I wanted to write a story to join these books on the shelf. The story had come to mind some time ago and I had written it in
a short form called The Holiday House and I showed it to my agent who wasn't particularly keen on it, so I went to a corner and to do it, because it was a story I wanted to write. Sometimes just do what you have to do! It took about three months to write, probably another couple of months to make fixes on,
and then I gave it to and said, I realize you're taking a huge risk with this, because here's a children's book from Clive Barker, and maybe no one will buy it! So I'm going to sell it to you for a dollar. In fact, they ended up giving me a dollar of money for it. And I did the illustrations and the thing went from
there. It has since turned out to be a very successful book. It's in a lot of languages around the world and it's taught in a lot of schools now, which is fun. I think we're 1.5 million copies printed in America, so it wasn't bad for a book that cost them a dollar... All kinds... Ray Bradbury, C.S. Lewis, Edgar Allan
Poe, Herman Melville, J.R.R. Tolkien... His mother read him Peter Pan at bedtime and he still loves many stories that he then read for himself years ago - stories that allowed him to make fantastic journeys away from his family and his ordinary life... One of the things that influenced me as a child was the
very dark fairy tales that I read or read when I was a child. There were some very dark and macabre moments in the early Disney cartoons. And this stuff was a major influence on me As a child I loved, I really liked, dark things; and I mean dark with one m and two ms. He explained more to Craig Fohr at
Lost Souls and Douglas Winter, including why a book like The Thief Of Always is important to him as an author: There are things in the lifelong thief that have a simple beauty for them that take me back to Ray Bradbury, who is one of the great masters of writing. If you read Something Wicked This Way
Comes when you're 10, it means something very different to you than if you read it in your 30s or 40s. And I hope Thief of Always is the same. I know that kids who read Thief of Always love adventure, and love Harvey to turn into a vampire, and they love fighting at the end, and all that. And they tend to
find other things in the book. Having people write letters to me is just wonderful. Writing stories is a power trip - and the journey is that you actually own people for a bit. People you don't even know. In fact, you put this page in front of them and say, Yes, I will get my hands on you and not let go. And you
don't know me, but when you're done, you know a very intimate part of me. And this power trip is infinitely more important to me than money, fame or anything else - the fact that I was getting into people's heads, just like other people came into my head and affected me. This may seem like but that is not
the case. When I was twelve, for example, I read Ray Bradbury and read Moby Dick. They left a deep impression on me, and part of me belonged - and still belongs - to Bradbury and Melville. And I'd like to think that there are a lot of people out there now have small parts of themselves that belong to me.
I like that feeling. It allows me to sleep peacefully at night. Fingers crossed (even if you have to be careful what you want!) ... Yes, over the years, many people are about to make the film... In the mid-1990s, a lot of work was done on the drawings of an animated film, and then when that was abandoned, a
script was written for a live action movie. In 1999, this project was dead and a cgi version is really, really close to being made... The project was then put into the hands of Kelly Asbury - as Clive explained to us: I was at an event organized by Storyopolis, which is a really cool children's bookstore and
actually art store as well, in that it sells works of art from illustrated books - originals, reproductions and so on - it has a small gallery attached. So Storyopolis organized a gathering of, I think there were maybe fifteen authors who had also done illustration... But it turns out I'm sitting next to Kelly Asbury -
Kelly, who is a book author for really young kids, is both an illustrator and a writer and his name starts with an A, and I started with a B so we were sitting next to each other, as everyone is in alphabetical order. And we instantly put ourselves in place - it was like we had been friends for a long time,
instantly. And he had, in addition to his work as a writer and illustrator, he is also an animator and an animation director. He directed Spirit, which is a Dreamworks image from a few years ago. He recently directed Shrek 2, which I think is now the number five best, the most successful film, in tax terms,
ever made - so it is a little gold around town! Now Shrek 2 wasn't out when we first met; he still put the finishing touches to both the image and the sound of the music and was a little exhausted but excited by the prospect of it, the release of the film. And he said he wanted to make a live action movie
afterwards and he wanted to do something for a younger crowd. He wanted it to be live-action and I got up from my chair and went to the shelves and pulled out a copy of Thief of Always (paid for it!) brought it back to Kelly and said, Here - how about that? So it was a Saturday; On Sunday night, he would
call me and read the book: I'm in. I want to make this movie! And he told Fangoria: What's interesting is that in the 10 years that I've developed Thief of Always, technology has caught up with how to do it now, so we can really do seasons arrive in a single day. We can watch an entire environment turn
into halloween in the blink of an eye. We can see an entire house come to life, which would have been much more difficult to do 10 years ago, so in many ways, that's all for the good. It may have taken a while, but we got there. Recently, an old friend of Clive Clive we have looked at the project and we are
waiting to see how this could progress... Progress...
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