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Faith Lutheran Church 

Be strong in the Lord and 
in His mighty power… 
Take up the shield of faith. 
Ephesians 6:10, 16 

Continued on page 2 

 The Shield of Faith 

For	or	Against	the	Christ?	

	“For	the	one	who	is	not	against	us	is	for	us.”		–

	Mark	9:40 

 We are born as creatures who are dead-set 
against the Christ.  From the Fall of Adam on-
ward, we are born	to	trouble	as	sparks	�ly	up-
ward	[Job 5:7].  We born to trouble in so many 
ways, and there is no greater trouble than to be 
against the Christ.  Saint Paul lists some of our 
troubling ways in the second chapter of his epis-
tle to the Ephesians.  Whereas Christ is the sin-
less personi'ication of life, we on the other hand 
are born dead	in	trespasses	and	sins	[v 1].  In-
stead of following Christ the Lord, we, who now 
possess a fallen nature, walk in the steps of His 
enemy; we are naturally following	the	prince	of	
the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	(Satan)	that	is	now	
at	work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience	[v 2].  As cor-
rupt human beings, we were conceived in our 
mother’s womb to behave contrary to our Lord’s 
holy standards, and thus grow to naturally 
break one commandment after another, living in	
the	passions	of	our	�lesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	

of	the	body	and	the	mind [3a]. Indeed, we were 
not naturally born as children of God, but we 
were born as children	of	wrath,	like	the	rest	of	
mankind	[v 3b].  In no way, shape, or form could 
we be considered on the side of God; on the con-
trary it is quite clear we were born set against 
Him. 

 So, if we are conceived and born against the 
Christ, how can Jesus claim someone—anyone—
could be not against Him? Jesus unequivocally 
explains that the	one	who	is	not	against	us	is	for	
us [v 40].  There are only two sides to the issue 
of Christ; we are either against Him or we are 
for Him.  We are either on His side of the fence 
or we are on Satan’s side; there are no fence-
riders.  How can it be that we who were born 

and naturally live on the wrong side of the 
fence, could somehow be for	Jesus—existing on 
His side of the fence, ceasing to be against Him? 
Clearly some people are no longer against Je-
sus, and thus somehow these people have been 
brought to His side of the fence.  This is a mira-
cle of the Holy Spirit. We are saved and brought 
to Christ’s side of the fence by faith, and faith 
comes by hearing by the Word of Christ [Rom 
10:17]. People who have been brought to 
Christ’s side of the fence must have been ex-
posed to the innately powerful Gospel, and the 
Holy Spirit must have worked faith—however 
immature—within such people. In this Gospel 
excerpt we 'ind two examples—not examples 
that we would expect—of people who were 
brought to Christ’s side of the fence, and thus 
they were no longer against Him. 

 The 'irst example of people brought to 
Christ’s side are those who were not actively 
following Jesus like the Apostles were follow-
ing Him; nonetheless, they were performing 
exorcisms in Jesus’ name.  Obviously, these ex-
orcists were not doing such exorcisms like the 
apparently money-grubbing sons of Sceva in 
the book of Acts (19:14ff). The sons of Sceva 
tried to cast out demons in Jesus’ name, and 
the demon-possessed man turned on them and 
pummeled them.  The sons of Sceva apparently 
did not have faith in Jesus. The exorcists rec-
orded in Sunday’s Gospel clearly had a faith in 
Jesus; they were on His side of the fence.  This 
is evident because it is in speaking of these ex-
orcists that Jesus gives the assurance, For	the	
one	who	is	not	against	us	is	for	us.  These ama-
teur exorcists no doubt had much to learn, but 
they clearly had a faith in the Christ.  They 
were no longer—as they had been from their 
birth—against Him. 



 
O������,  2021  P��� 2  

 The second examples of people brought 
to Christ’s side of the fence are the “little 
ones.”  Such “little ones” may be any person 
with an apparently immature knowledge of 
the faith, but it seems likely that since Jesus 
had just placed a child in their midst (vv 
36,37), He is speaking of small chil-
dren.  Luke records how mothers were 
bringing even their infants to Jesus, that 
these little ones might receive His blessed 
touch [Lk 18:15ff].  As Jesus—the Word 
made 'lesh—touched these infants, what 
greater blessing could He give them than 
faith in the Christ?  Those who deny the pos-
sibility of infant faith are those who try to 
make faith into a personal decision, a meri-
torious act.  In our account here, Jesus iden-
ti'ies the faith of these little ones:  Whoever	

causes	one	of	these	little	ones	who	 believe	 in	

me	 to	sin,	it	would	be	better	for	him	if	a	great	

millstone	were	hung	around	his	neck	and	he	

were	thrown	into	the	sea	[v 42]. Observe that 
Jesus identi'ies certain little ones—yes even 
babies—as those who believe	 in	

Him.  Thanks be to God that because of 
Christ’s death and resurrection anyone, even 
a baby, is able to be brought to His side of 
the fence.  They are miraculously connected 
to Jesus, brought to believe in His identity 
and in His death and resurrection for their 
eternal salvation. They are no longer set 
against Christ, therefore they are for Him. 

-Indiana District Devotion 

Continued from page 1 

“From Fear to Faith” 
John 8:31-32 

 

LWML Fall Retreat 

October 23, 2021 

Our Savior Louisville 

9:30 AM - 1:15 PM 

Registration: 9:00 – 9:30  

Fee: $10 

 Speaker: Dr. Karen Krigger, 

Dr. Krigger is a family physician at 
U of L and member of Redeemer. 

She will speak on the 
Redeemer Wellness Outreach Ministry. 

Ingathering: New or slightly used  
throws and blankets for  

Redeemer’s  
Throw/Blanket Give Away 

All ladies are invited! 

Faith	Altar	Guild	

 We are  looking for new Altar Guild 
members to set up communion and 'ill the 
candles with oil.  If you would like to donate 
your time 2 or 3 months a year, let Pastor 
or Barbara Anderson know.  There will be a 
meeting in November and new members 
will be trained. 

 We are also looking for someone to be 
Treasurer of the Altar Guild.  The duties in-
clude ordering and receiving payment for 
the Altar 'lowers. 

Vanco		  

 All	 members	 are	 encouraged	 to sign 
up for a Vanco account even if you don’t plan 
to use the online giving program.  Vanco mo-
bile accounts can be used to communicate 
with fellow members. Instruction sheets are 
available in the Narthex to help you set up an 
account or call Jose Beaton or John Roehrig. 

Lutheran	Women’s	Missionary	League	

 LWML Sunday at Faith will be on Octo-
ber 10.  Our next meeting will be on Satur-
day, November 13. 

Reminder...Mite Boxes may be brought to 
church anytime and given to Linda Lewis. 
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Cleaning	the	Church	

 There is a sheet on the bulletin board 
for cleaning the church.  Please sign if you 
are willing to help.  You can clean any time 
during the week listed. The items that need 
to be cleaned are listed on the sheet.  
 Special thanks to the Andersons and 
Rosenthals for cleaning in September. 

Reformation	Service	

 A Reformation Service involving all LCMS 
churches in the Louisville and southern Indi-
ana area will be held at Grace Lutheran 
Church in New Albany at 3:00 PM on October 
31.  The speaker will be Pastor Charles St-
Onge.   

Faith	Lutheran	Van	Fund	

 We have purchased a van for use in 
transporting members of Faith Lutheran to 
services and are now accepting donations. It 
is a 2005 E-350 XLT super duty (83k miles). 
The van was purchased for $5,000 from Ho-
ly Cross Lutheran Church, and so far we 
have donations of $3,618.73.  Any funds we 
receive in excess of the cost for purchase 
will go towards registration, insurance, and 
upkeep of this new church vehicle. 

_______________ 

Coming next month...  

HOT DOG ROAST  

Saturday November 6 @ 4PM 

Mark your calendar 

Bring chairs and roasting skewers 

New	Booklets	

 A booklet with translations of Divine Ser-
vice, Settings 1 and 3 from English to Swahili 
and Swahili to English is available in the Nar-
thex. These are available for anyone to use. 

_______________ 

Congolese	Presentation	

 A question  & answer session will be held 
on October 16 at 10:00 AM.  A follow-up to 
the presentation on September 18,  Congolese 
members will share about everyday life is-
sues where they would appreciate input or 
help.	

Member	News	

New Member: 

Roxanne Morrison  
401 Inglewood Drive 
Fairdale, KY 40118 
502-363-9231 

Roxanne was welcomed into membership 
at Faith on September 19. 
 

Death: 

Teresa Leister received her Crown of Glory 
on Wednesday, September 22.   
 

Choir	Rehearsals	

	 The choir at Faith will practice at 9:30 
AM, before the 'irst service, on the follow-
ing Sundays: October 10, 17, 24, and 31.  
Please join us.  

_______________ 

Secretary	Duties	

 I have decided to retire as secretary of 
Faith as of December 31, 2021.  If anyone is 
interested in this position, please see a mem-
ber of the Board of Elders. 
 The duties include printing the bulletins 
and announcements and the monthly news-
letter, keeping track of the membership and 
correspondence, answering the telephone and 
ordering of'ice supplies.   

Barbara	Anderson	



 

Servants for  October 
     

  Assistant	 	 	 Reader	 	 	 	  
   10/3 No Communion  Linda Lewis 
 10/10 John Roehrig  Barbara Anderson 
10/17 Jose Beaton   Jose Beaton 
10/24 Darrell Pryor  Davenie Beaton  
10/31  John Roehrig  John Roehrig 
  
 Ushers	    Greeter 
 Brian Anderson 
 Steve Anderson  
 
 Altar	Guild	 
 Raija Stebbins  
  

                October Birthdays 

   1 – John Pierce   18 – Melanie Sullinger 
   6 – Cara Wegner  21 – Bill Wohlschlegel 
   9 – Linda Bandy  27 – Steven Leister 
   9 – Tyler Vaughn   
      
 

  October Anniversaries 
 

  5 – Kenneth and Mia Harrod (17th) 
  8 – Jose and Liesl Beaton (15th) 
21 – Dan and Sharon Fickes (15th) 
30 – Greg and Melanie Sullinger (17th) 
    

                                

Financial Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Monthly average needed for 2021 Budget: General Fund – 11,360.00  
                      Building Fund –   1,544.43  
 
 
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you.   

Deuteronomy 16:17 



 

Pastor John Stebbins 
413-210-9199 

jstebbins1105@gmail.com 
 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
7635 Third Street Road 

Louisville, KY 40214 
 
 

502-367-8513 
Fax: 502-368-2463 

 
faithlcmslou@aol.com 

www.faithlutheranlouisville.org 
 
 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: 11:45 a.m. 

 

 
	

	

	
	  

    

    

    

    

    

 


