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The Mediterranean is also particularly prone to soil
erosion and land degradation (CIHEAM, 2014), due to
low global rainfalls, long droughts episodes followed by
violent. rains, combined with a restricted vegetation
cover often submitted to overgrazing. These challenges
are exacerbated by cimate change, with the
Mediterranean being considered as one of the regions of
the world where global warming will impact the most the
environment and human activities that depend on t.

The densely populated and intensely cultivated areas of
the Mediterranean, as well as rangelands on fragile soils
are considered by FAO as “systems at risk” which are
also confronted to increasing competition for scarce
resources, water, fertie and flat land, with other
economic activities and urbanization, particularly in
coastal areas. Many countries in the region are
increasingly dependent on food imports and thus
exposed to food price volatiity. All these reasons make
efficient use of resources particularly important in the
Mediterranean. Reducing FLW can be key to improving
resource use efficiency and preserving Scarce resources
and fragile ecosystems.

A poli Il momentum to address Food Losses and

Waste

FAO regional conferences for the Near East and for
Europe, as well as the CIHEAM have identified FLW as a
major concern and their reduction as a key area of work.

The Regional FAO Conference for the Near East'
discussed the issue in 2012 and requested FAO to assist
Member countries in addressing the key challenges of
reducing food waste and losses by conducting
comprehensive studies on impact of food losses and
waste on food security in the region and in establishing a
plan to reduce food losses and waste in the region by 50
percent within ten years (FAO, 2012). In 2014 it
discussed a strategic framework for reducing FLW in the
Near East and North Africa Region (FAO, 20143).

* Near East: Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan, Syria;
North Africa: Algeria, Libya, Moroceo, Mauritania, Tunisia; Guif
Cooperation Council States and Yemen: Bahrain, Kuwat, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

The Regional FAO Conference for Europe? requested FAO
in 2012 to prepare a study on food waste in the
European and Central Asia region including policy
recommendations for reducing post-harvest waste® and
discussed the issue during a ministerial round table in
2014.

The 10" meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture of
CIHEAM's member's countries in Algeria in 2014 has
identified reducing FLW as a key area of work. At this
occasion, it has been emphasized the potential of a
collaboration between CIHEAM and FAO on this issue, as
part of the work on sustainable food systems. In this
context CIHEAM and FAO are developing a program of
work on FLW in the Mediterranean area

Gather available data on FLW, extent, causes,
policies to reduce them

Global data have been constructed by extrapolation,
bridging knowledge gaps by making assumptions and
using data calculated for products and/or countries
supposed to be comparable to fil the gaps (FAO, 2011,
HLPE 2014). This has two important consequences. First
of all, global data have a certain, unknown, degree of
uncertainty and there is a need to fill the gaps as
accurately as possible. Second, and even more
importantly, global or regional figures cannot be down
scaled to countries without introducing major error risks.
Therefore, action at country or sector level often has to
begin by gathering appropriate data.

According to global studies (FAQ, 2011; HLPE, 2014),
there are major differences between regions and
countries in the distribution of FLW along the food chain.
In low income countries the biggest share of FLW
happens in the beginning of the food chain, during
agricultural and post-harvest steps. In high and middie
income countries the biggest share of FLW is at retail
and consumption stages. Such differences are due to
differences of causes, themselves linked to different food
systems (HLPE, 2014). Understanding these differences
can help identify critical areas as well as means for
improvement.

2 FAO Member Countries in Europe and Central Asia: Albania,
Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaiian, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Tceland, Treland, Tsrael, Ttal, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, TFYR of Macedonia , Malta,
Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, Netheriands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia,
Slovakia,_Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, Uzbekistan;
Member Organization: European Union.

3 Report of Twenty-eighth FAO Regional Conference for Europe,
(Paragraph, 27. b) Baku, Azerbaijan, 19 and 20 April 2012.
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