
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 
 

Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays?  People try to hush him up 
because by addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a 
politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful king.  Could our 
prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be?   
Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for 
help more loudly.  Do we ask so boldly?  And are our prayers an 
honest answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Page numbers are located in the front half of the red worship book. 
Hymns and songs (#) are located in the back half of the book. 

 

Prelude                                        “Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord”                           arr. Mulder 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the commandments of God: 
 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not make wrongful use 
of the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’ house, 
or anything else that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, 
and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Song                                “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”                               #520 
Turn to face the processional cross at the entrance to the church. 

Turn as the cross passes to the front during the singing. 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Eternal light, shine in our hearts.  Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness 
of our ignorance Eternal compassion, have mercy on us.  Turn us to 
seek your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9                                                              Old Testament page 734 
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from exile 
in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration.  The 
northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah 
prophesied. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

Hope Cannot Be Silenced 
 

Have you ever had to take a break from the news or shut the TV off because the 
story was just too much to take in?  All the reminders of pain, injustice, and 
misfortune in the world around us can be overwhelming at times.  Sometimes 
the problems feel so insurmountable that we become frustrated, even angry at 
the constant reminders of our powerlessness.  At our worst, we may block out 
not only the problems but our compassion for the people who are suffering and 
crying out for help. 
 

In today’s gospel, a man who suffers cries out again and again for mercy as Jesus 
passes by.  Yet his cries are too much for others gathered around, who are 
annoyed by the man and want him to be quiet.  In his cries they hear only 
hopelessness, pain, and misfortune with no remedy; they hear their own 
powerlessness.  But Jesus hears something different: rather than the problem, 
pain, misfortune, and human weakness, he hears a person in need, hope, and 
divine strength.  Jesus hears the man’s faith that his cries will not be in vain, and 
his trust in God’s mercy and power.  When Jesus hears the suffering one crying 
out in hope, it is the beginning of healing. 
 

In Christian assembly, we gather to lift up our own cries and to hear those of 
others.  The peace that comes when the body of Christ gathers is not achieved by 
shutting out the sounds of a world in pain, but through the hope that wherever 
they ring forth, God is already present and listening and ready to heal.  As you 
listen in your own life and among those gathered today, what do you hear?  And 
how is God calling you to respond? 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Psalm 119:1-8 
Hebrews 9:11-14 

Mark 12:28-34 



Psalm 91:9-16                                “When God Delivered Israel” 

Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28                                                        New Testament page 222 
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death.  In 
contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest.  Death did not terminate 
his priestly service, but through his death he has interceded for our sins. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52                                                                               New Testament page 47 
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again.  Recognizing Jesus’ 
identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark. 
 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Hymn of the Day                                       “Be Thou My Vision”                                            #793 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

After each prayer: 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering                                         “We Give Thee but Thine Own”                                    #686 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in need, 
as a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your offering 
and “Count Me In” may be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 



Today’s Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Mary Becklund & Shari Schlagel 

Organist: Lynn Seppman 
Power Point:  

Lector: Desirae Dahlberg 
Liturgist:  

Acolytes: Alex Flaten & Megan Nelson 
Communion Assistants: Teresa Hasbrook & Alissa Zeltinger 

Altar Guild: Yvonne Lind & Kathy McDonald 
 
 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Al & Jean Hoffman 

Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 
Power Point: 

Lector: Cindy Koepp 
Acolytes: Alison Baylor & Riley Carlson 

Communion Assistants: Colleen Larson & Shari Schlagel 
Altar Guild: Yvonne Lind & Kathy McDonald 

 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 
Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; 

Johann Heermann, died 1647; 
Paul Gerhardt, died 1676; hymnwriters 

These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times 
of war and plague.  Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in 
one week.  He wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, 
for night is flying."  Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express 
the emotions of faith.  Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was 
a pastor in Berlin. 
 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 
Simon and Jude, Apostles 

We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean 
in New Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper 
why he had revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . 
. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table.  All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to 
participate.  You will be dismissed by row to receive the bread and wine at the altar rail.   
Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune. 
 
Communion Songs 

                                          “When We Are Living”                                            #639 
 

                                                                 “Amazing Grace”                                                #779 
 

Table Blessing 

Response: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of 
our faith into a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with 
shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Milestones and Announcements 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                         “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”                           #722 
Turn to face the cross as it passes 

 
Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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