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Rainbow Story

NEW BOOK CHRONICLES
THE RISE AND FALL ... AND
RISE OF PRIDE IN BOSTON

Daniel Joseph Gonzalez
remembers his first Boston
Pride vividly. It was 2008, and
he had just come out as hisexual
a few months earlier, Marching
with The Theater Offensive's
True Colors program, Gonza-
lez found himself swept upin
unapologetic celebration and
wrapped in the loving unity of
the rainbow. “Seeing everybody
marching solidified my love of
not only Pride," he recalls, “but
of the whole community at
large,” That day, surrounded by
Jjoy and resistance, he began to
see how powerful the simple act
of showing up could be,

The longer history of Boston
Pride itself, however, is too
complex to be captured in a
single snapshot-like memory,
That’s exactly why Gonzalez has
documented and immortalized
it so thoroughly in his new book,
“The Rise and Fall of Boston

The Rise and Fall of Boston
Pride captures this sweeping
narrative of a movement. It was
a big topic for Dr, Gonzalez,
a Massachusetts native who
works in early childhood educa-
tion, to tackle for his first book.
He first became interested in
the topic of Boston Pride after
reading a news article about its
fractious breakup, What started
as a casual curiosity morphed
into a full-scale research
project, “Before I knew it, I was
all the way back in the 1970s,”
he says. “Thad no idea I was
writing a book. I just wanted to
“umnderstand.”

What Gonzalez found was a
story of Pride in Boston that
was born out of the momentum
of Stonewall and matured into
avital and cherished piece of
the city’s cultural fabric, At the
same time, Pride everywhere
has always been characterized
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that was founded in part by
former Boston Pride committee
members,

Matter era.

Boston Pride left alonglegacy,
but Gonzalez says it was dif-
ficult to piece the whole story
together. “The history was
mcredibly fragmented,” Gon-
zalez says, “Alot of it wasn’t
well archived, especially the
last 20 years.” Early coverage
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from local gay newspapers

like Gay Community News
proved invaluable, as did a small
historical summary from The
History Project, a nonprofit
that preserves and records the
artifacts and stories of LGBTQ
New England. But more recent
materials — especially from

the committee that ran Boston
Pride in the yearsleading up
toits coliapse — were hard to
come by. “They were very tight-
lipped,” he says, “I think they
Jjust wanted to move on.”

“Controversy has always been
apart of Pride,” says Gonzalez,
For every unity-rousing speech
there have been moments of
political provocation, he adds,
such as a 1977 protest where
activist Charlie Shively burned
aBible, a dollar bill and his
Harvard diploma in a Chinege
wok as a symbolic rejection of
oppressive institutions. “And
then drag queens stomped

out the fire,” Gonzalez says,

Danlel Joseph Gonzalez

laughing. Other discoveries
he made in the course of his
research, like the influence of
the Socialist Workers’ Party in
the early '70s or the communi-
ty's pushback against corporate
sponsorship and police pres-
ence, highlight how different
perspectives and approaches to
activism have always led to at
least some amount of infight-
ing, as well as collaboration, in
Boston Pride’s story.

Right now, with Boston Pride
for the People Writing new
chapters at the hand of a new
generation of leadership, Gon-
zalez sees a bright future ahead.
It's all part of the life cycle of
along movement, he says. ‘I
think Pride is very much like &
rainbow,” he says. “It starts frof
the ground. It hits a crescendo
Then it goes back down for
acouple years, But anather ril
bow comes back” m ‘
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