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JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

December Special Council Meeting Highlights: On Thursday, December 16th at 10:30 AM, 6 of 11 members passed a 
motion to hire Claudia Berggren as our church custodian.  She was fully interviewed by members of the Personnel and 
Property Committees and comes with their recommendation and a 30-day probationary period.  On Tuesday, December 
21st at 7:05 PM, 6 of 11 members discussed a request by Pastor Nathan to re-implement a mask requirement and physical 
distancing between families for public worship to take effect immediately and re-assess at the next regular meeting on 
Monday, February 7th.  Following extended conversation and hearing from every council member present, no motion was 
made for additional mitigation measures.  The current policy will continue for now: encourage masking and making them 
available for those who desire them. 

 
January Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, January 3rd at 7:00 PM with 8 of 
11 members present.  Financial Report as of December 31st: General Fund $32,466; Building Fund $30,414; Memorial Fund $13,201.  
Search has renewed for a permanent organist since the previously committed candidate ultimately declined.  We are excited to host a free 
program “Dementia Friends”, sponsored by Family Pathways and Thrivent and organized by Ilene Olson.  The Christmas Program on  
Sunday, December 12th was well received by the congregation, followed by discussion of how we can improve reaching out to children 
through Christian Education.  The 2022 budget was reviewed and discussed.  Discussion of orientation for our new custodian, Claudia 
Berggren.  Discussed plans to purchase a new van through combination of a down payment and fundraising, expecting to spend $25,000-
$30,000.  Church Council members are encouraged to sign-up as door greeters.  Still awaiting a final report from the Strategic Planning 
Committee led by Vern Koepp, but are moving ahead with plans to better utilize the Narthex space for Coffee Fellowship. 

 
January Special Council Meeting Highlights: On Sunday, January 16th, 5 of 11 members recommended  
updates and gave unanimous voice approval to the budget prepared by our Treasurer, Nancy Schroeder. 

 
Youth Tubing: We had 26 people join us tubing at Wild Mountain on Sunday, January 16th!  
Some were friends, some were family, but, fun was had by all! 

 
Thank You: Thank you to everyone who donated cash or chose a tag from the Christmas Caring Tree.  96 children 
received gifts plus a $35 gift card for their family.  The Christmas Caring Tree: Kathy McDonald, Millie Peters, 
Shari Schlagel, Marilyn Schoolmeesters & DeDe Swanson. 

 
In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our church family.  
Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 

 

Deaths - Keith Kratzke (December 29, 1967 - December 29, 2021) 
 Michael Robinson (November 17, 1954 - January 23, 2022) 
Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with 
steadfastness and patience; not as those who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and 
in the joyful expectation of eternal life in your presence, with those they love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


Small Catechism: African Descent Reflections 
by Pastor Nathan 

 

Like last year, my newsletter article series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism, but from a 
different and relevant perspective.  (If you did not read the series for last year, see our website where it will 
soon be available, or request a copy from the church office.)  Although after nearly 500 years Luther’s  
catechism contains timeless wisdom, it has long been a tradition for each generation of Lutherans 
to renew their reflections on these central teachings.  For the first time, our church has asked  
several African descent pastors and teachers to answer Luther’s critical question: “What is this?” or 
“What does this mean?” 
 

I believe there are three reasons why it is important to take the time to hear exclusively from our 
Lutheran kindred of African descent.  First, nearly all teaching on Luther’s catechism in North 
America has been written by those of European descent, even though African descent persons have 
been a part of the Lutheran Church in North America for just as long.  For example, the  
oldest Lutheran congregations in North America are located in the Virgin Islands and are filled 
with members of African descent who arrived with the first Dutch settlers.  As one of my teachers 
put it, “To understand something better, it’s important to learn about it from a different perspective.”  
 

Second, we are blessed to have many contemporary and distinguished professors and pastors of 
African descent.  Now more than ever, they are desperate to share their faith and hope with a 
younger generation that is disheartened at how so many people of color continue to be sidelined 
and mistreated.  These teachers want to encourage and share hope with them, and to our benefit, 
are willing to share their experiences of pain and joy with we who are white. 
 

Third, one of our core Lutheran convictions is that God’s grace is made freely available to all.  But as Martin Luther taught and led by his 
example, God calls us to extend grace especially to those who are weak and oppressed.  Though many of us who are white have inherited 
stories of hardship and endurance in this country, it goes without saying that vast majority of people of color in our country have endured 
oppression and hardship far beyond what we who are white can fully understand or imagine.  My prayer is that their example of faith not 
only inspire ours, but lead to greater sympathy and respect for their pain.  The hard truth is that centuries of mistreatment and trauma 
will take a long time to heal. 
 

Luther summarizes the First Commandment, “You shall have no other gods”, by saying that “we are to fear, love and trust God above all things.”  Our 
kindred of African descent build upon this by confessing that God “is intimately connected with the history of our deliverance.”  God is “our  
liberator and redeemer. . . on the side of the oppressed and dispossessed.” (Luther’s Small Catechism with African Descent Reflections, page 13) 
 

What’s remarkable about their experience is that it parallels the experience of God’s first chosen people, Israel, in the book of Exodus: “I 
have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters.  Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come 
down to deliver them from the Egyptians.”  (Exodus 3:7-8a)  Much like our African descent kindred, the people of Israel were enslaved for  
hundreds of years by one of the world’s greatest empires, Egypt.  God could have chosen the Egyptians (or later, in Jesus’ time, the Romans) to 
reveal the glory and power of the divine.  But instead, God chose the weak and forgotten ones, thereby putting first the ways of justice 
and mercy, rather than power and gain, to save the world and bring people together. 
 

Israel never forgot their experience of oppression and hardship.  To this day, the story of the Exodus is the foundational story for the  
Jewish festival of Passover.  Christians, too, remember this story every Maundy Thursday and Easter Vigil, as well as during the  
thanksgiving at the communion table: “We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of 
the promised land. . .” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, page 66) 
 

During this year’s series I will quote and comment upon various sections of Luther’s Small Catechism With African Descent Reflections.  
If you desire a more full and in-depth study, however, stay tuned in a few weeks where I will invite you to read the booklet for yourself.  I 
am also planning to offer an in-person learning and discussion group during the Lenten and Easter seasons where we can read and  
discuss it together. 
 

“O God, thou hast given me a good day; give me a good night.  Thou has given me a good night; give me a good day.”  (Mbiti, The Prayers of African Religion, 32) 
 

Questions for reflection: 
1. Why is it important to remember stories of hardship from the past? 
 

2. What are some stories of hardship within your own family? 
 

3. How does it make you feel knowing that God cares especially for the weak and forgotten? 


