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FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

February Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, February 7th at 
7:00 PM with 7 of 11 members present.  Financial Report as of January 31st: General Fund $24,655; Building Fund 
$29,540; Memorial Fund $12,701.  Journal entry to the financial books will move the $500 gain from the sale of the van to 
the renamed Van Purchase Fund where the balance will now stand at $1,035.  Church Van Committee is being put  
together by Glen Holmstrom.  Working on a bid with Darrin Stream for standing “coffee” tables in the Narthex.   
Purchase of new microphone equipment for $1,677 will be taken out of the unrestricted Memorial Fund.  Financial clerk 
compensation was retroactively increased 2% beginning January 1st, 2022.  Renewal of Chamber of Commerce  
membership for $70 was approved.  Dan will talk to Steve Carlson about the programmable thermostats and whether 

they need to be upgraded to something more reliable and energy efficient.  De-cluttering the coatroom was discussed. 

 
Youth Bowling: On Sunday, February 20th we had 12 youth and 2 adults bowl 3 games at 
Chucker’s.  They enjoyed soda and pizza!  A fun time was had by all. 

 
Wednesdays at First Lutheran!: Every Wednesday we delight in welcoming about ten kids to our after school program (W.A.S.P.).   
Confirmation instruction for 6th and 7th graders is also offered, and all enjoy a Family Meal together.  Here are a few recent pictures of 
our time together. 

Tiffany Moulton and her son, Gavin, 
enjoy homemade spaghetti and meatballs. 

Thanks JoAnn! 

Riley Carlson and Max Medina 
are super-satisfied with their meals! 

Pals Megan Nelson and Natalie Rood 
enjoying each other’s company. 

During a circle time last fall for W.A.S.P., 
Troy Heling leads music 

and Alissa Zeltinger reads a story. 

Annette Hanson-Sias 
is one of our 

faithful volunteers. 

Can you see? 
JoAnn is demonstrating how get a camel through the eye of a needle! 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our church family.  
Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
 

Deaths:  Betty Peterson (July 4, 1931 - January 30, 2022) 
 Myra Beise (October 10, 1954 - February 4, 2022) 
 Sylvia Hudak (April 25, 1931 - February 6, 2022) 
 Jeffrey Elsenpeter (August 12, 1956 - February 8, 2022) 
 Joan Stottler (April 29, 1938 - February 14, 2022) 
Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with steadfastness and 
patience; not as those who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal 
life in your presence, with those they love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Birth: Luca Michael Dimberio on February 9, daughter of Vanessa Dimberio and granddaughter of Pastor Beverly Robinson. 
O God, like a mother, like a father, you tend your children with care. With awe and thanksgiving we praise you for the birth of children. 
Watch over and bless them. Bring them to the water of life and to the bread and cup of blessing. Hold us all in the arms of your compas-
sion and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 
 

Small Catechism: African Descent Reflections 
by Pastor Nathan 

 

Like last year, my newsletter article series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism, but from a  
different and relevant perspective.  (For an introduction to this year’s series, see the January Newsletter.)   
Although after nearly 500 years Luther’s catechism contains timeless wisdom, it has long been a  
tradition for each generation of Lutherans to renew their reflections on these central teachings.  For the 
first time, our church has asked several African descent pastors and teachers to answer Luther’s critical 
question: “What is this?” or “What does this mean?” 
 

“Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy” is the Third Commandment.  It has long been noted that  
Sunday worship attendance is higher among people of African descent in this country.  Why is that?  
The historical memory of slavery and the ongoing experience of racism plays a role.  For many black 
Americans, Sunday morning worship is the safest and most comfortable social gathering of the week, 
where they feel liberated and most themselves in a white-dominated culture. 
 

The Ten Commandments were first given to a people who had been enslaved for 400 years, the children 
of Israel in Egypt.  The story of their plight is told in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  
This includes the story of the Passover (see Exodus 12-13).  When Moses confronts Pharoah, the ruler of 
Egypt, to demand that he let God’s first chosen people go, the reason he gave was so that the Israelites 
could worship God—that is, fulfill the Third Commandment (Exodus 5:1). 
 

As slaves, the Israelites had to work non-stop everyday just to survive, the same experience as most of those of African descent in this 
country.  But as the African descent reflection notes: 
 The sabbath is also a day of rest.  God rested on the seventh day of creation.  Human beings need rest.  Rest is just as important 
 as work.  God consecrated the seventh day and built rest into the very structure of creation. 
 

Even more, sabbath (which literally means “stop working”) is “a day of protest against the servitude of work and the worship of money.”  For a people with 
a history of not being paid fairly, church is a sanctuary from the stresses of underpaid and under-appreciated work.  But church is also a 
celebration of the riches of God’s grace and the generosity of a community that comes together to help one another. 
 

Many theologians through the ages have taught that it is no accident that God chose an enslaved and oppressed people to carry out the 
divine will in the world.  As the Apostle Paul, the church’s first theologian says in First Corinthians, “God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.”  (1 Corinthians 1:27-29). 
 

Many parallels have been drawn between enslaved Israel and enslaved Americans.  To this day, the story of the Passover is remembered 
among the Jewish people, just as important dates in the history of the liberation are remembered among people of African descent, such 
as Juneteenth.  On the night he was betrayed, Jesus, a Jew, celebrated Passover by offering his life—his body and blood—for the  
forgiveness, freedom and dignity of all people.  It is no accident that Communion, the Lord’s Supper, is built upon the foundation of the 
earlier festival of Passover.  At this table, we remember our Lord’s life given for all, especially for the weakest. 
 

Questions for reflection: 
1. Where do you go to rest in God’s presence?  Does that rest include hearing the stories of God—both in the Bible and in your own 

life? 
 

2. Who are some of the people Jesus especially reached out to? 
 

3. Where do you see God choosing an enslaved and oppressed people to carry out the divine will?   


