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March Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, March 7th at 7:00 
PM with 13 of 13 members present and 9 of 13 members present on Sunday, March 13th at 11:00 AM.  2022 Officer  
Elections: Dan Dahlberg, President; Nancy Schroeder, Treasurer; Wendy Schmidt, Secretary; no election for Vice  
President.  Financial Report as of February 28th: General Fund $18,858; Building Fund $27,251; Memorial Fund $11,163. 
Committee liaison appointments: Worship and Music, Wendy Schmidt; Fellowship & Missions, DeDe Swanson;  
Christian Education, Val Larson & Keith Belau; Property, Glen Holmstrom; Finance, Dan Dahlberg; Cemetery, Mike  
Papke.  Fundraising for a new church bus and the type of model sought (able to step up into from ground level and stand up inside) 
was discussed.  Need for a new copy machine discussed as the old one will soon be obsolete.  Mike Griffin, Property 

Chair, noted our insurance rates went up substantially and is looking to re-negotiate or switch insurance companies.  Extended  
discussion on an anti-racist book group and adult education offering convened by Pastor Nathan and at the request of a few church  
members.  Due to the delicate topic, council would have liked input beforehand.  Passed a motion against allowing discussion of the 
book, “Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and Become a Good Ancestor” on the church premises.  Going forward, Pastor 
Nathan offered that all adult education offerings be brought before the Christian Education Committee and Council for input before  
offering.  As with our previous custodian, passed a motion for a church debit card for limited purchases to be issued to our new  
custodian, Claudia Berggren.  Upon recommendation by Dan Dahlberg, passed a motion to dissolve the Safety Committee.  Complete 
minutes of this meeting will be approved at the next regular meeting and will be made available at the church office.  The next regular 
meeting is Monday, April 4th at 7:00 PM. 

 
Pastors Among Us: Did you know that we have three retired pastors who are members of our congregation?  We 
are blessed to count Pastors Ron Becklund, Jeri Bergquist, and Beverly Robinson among our members.  Their  
wisdom and faithfulness is a great gift to us.  One of these days we’re hoping we can get a picture of all three of 
them together, but here is a picture of Pastors Jeri and Beverly with Pastor Nathan on Christmas Eve. 

 
What Is Your Mission?: Since January 23rd, throughout the time after Epiphany and now in 
Lent, Luke’s gospel has been challenging us to focus on how our mission aligns with Jesus’  
mission.  According to Luke, Jesus began his ministry by claiming, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives,  
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.”  (Luke 4:18) During this time, many of you shared 
your personal mission statements.  Here is a sampling: “To be kind to others and myself.”  “To share God’s 
word and teaching in and through my actions with the people I meet everyday.”  “Learn about God every day.”  “To 
be more involved with my church family so I can share Gods’ gifts and words to all I meet.”  “Help those in need, the 
sick and the poor.”  “To see the face of Jesus in every stranger I meet.”  “To learn about how God can help me in my 
everyday life.” 

 
Youth Lock-In: 22 1st-9th graders and 4 adults had a lot of fun at the Lock-In on Friday, March 4th. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our church family.  
Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
 

Deaths:  Kim Johnson (September 5, 1964 - March 2, 2022) father of member Kaylana (Johnson) Leight 
 Carl Heinrich (June 16, 1930 - March 20, 2022) former longtime member 
Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with 
steadfastness and patience; not as those who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and 
in the joyful expectation of eternal life in your presence, with those they love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Small Catechism: African Descent Reflections 

by Pastor Nathan 
Like last year, my newsletter article series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism, but from a  
different and relevant perspective. (For an introduction to this year’s series, see the January Newsletter.)  Although 
after nearly 500 years Luther’s catechism contains timeless wisdom, it has long been a tradition for each 
generation of Lutherans to renew their reflections on these central teachings.  For the first time, our 
church has asked several African descent pastors and teachers to answer Luther’s critical question: 
“What is this?” or “What does this mean?” 
 
After hearing the Ten Commandments and asking the question, “What are we to do?”, Martin Luther 
moves us to the Creed where we ask the question, “What are we to believe?”  We begin by confessing, “I 
believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.”  In 1529, Martin Luther summarized it like this: 
“I believe that God has created me together with all that exists.”  In 1924, nearly 400 years later, James Weldon 
Johnson*, the famous black poet of the Harlem Renaissance wrote in strikingly similar terms: “I believe 
that God, as mother and father, created me and all that exists in the world.” 
 
Both summaries affirm that God is our loving parent who is intimately involved in every struggle and 
triumph of our existence. God has us created good—together with all creation—and has firmly planted 
us in the earth as “somebody who has dignity and worth and who receives all I need for my earthly existence.”  
 

To believe in such a God is both a miracle and gift, especially for people of African descent who have often been forced to leave their 
homes or faced limited options for where they are allowed to live.  Given this fact, that people of African descent confess some of the 
highest rates of Christianity is truly remarkable. “Sometimes I feel like a motherless child” begins one African-American spiritual song.  But held 
in God’s mercy, we are at home with God no matter where we find ourselves.  
 
In the Old Testament we hear of God’s first chosen people, the band of Israelite slaves and refugees, who also believed in a God who made 
a home with them wherever they went.  Freed from slavery in Egypt but now homeless in the desert, they certainly felt like motherless 
children.  Yet by some miracle, God was made manifest and real to them and led them on their way in the desert to a new homeland. 
 
We Christians, adopted into this family of God’s first chosen people through Jesus Christ, sing of this ancient struggle and triumph.  In 
the classic Christian evening prayer service known as Vespers (pages 309-319 in the red worship book), the leader sings this line while giving 
thanks to God for the gift of light: “In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night you led your people into freedom.”  In this line we recall our 
spiritual ancestors and remember where we come from.  Without God, who takes the side of the poor, we are motherless children.  But 
trusting in God, who shows special regard for the poor and oppressed, we sing boldly in the early American hymn, “Rock of Ages”: “Nothing 
in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling.  Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace.”  
 
Questions for reflection: 
 

1. Do you believe God is intimately involved in your every struggle and triumph?  How have you experienced this? 
 

2. The Apostle Paul speaks repeatedly of being “adopted” into Christ (see Galatians 4:5 and Ephesians 1:5).  What does it mean for you that 
you are adopted as God’s child?  What does it mean for you that your spiritual siblings are slaves, refugees, poor and oppressed? 

 

3. When have you been helpless and experienced the grace of God? 
 
*One of his most widely known texts, at least in church circles, is his hymn, “Lift Every Voice and Sing”, also known as the Negro National 
Anthem.  For Lutherans, the hymn first appeared in the Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) in 1978. 


