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teamwork: working together with other
people to do something. (noun)

They were able to win the basketball game
because of good teamwork.
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time-out: to stop an activity or sports game
for a short period of time. (noun)

The coach called time-out so he could talk
to the players for a moment.
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position: the area or part someone plays in
a game when relating to sports. (noun)

The soccer player knows it is important to
stay in his position on the field.
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compete: take part in a game or activity
with other people and try to win. (verb)

Mike was very excited to compete in a table
tennis match today.
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     Ella and Evan are both 12 years old. They
have been great friends ever since they met at
tennis camp 5 years ago. They both enjoy
playing competitive tennis and have won many
matches. Today they are going to compete in a
tournament as a doubles team. This means they
will play together as partners against other
teams. Neither Ella nor Evan have played
doubles before. Their tennis coach will be there
with them today to help them learn the game. 
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     The first match did not start out well. Both
players were so used to playing alone, that they
didn't know how to work well as a team. They
knew the importance of proper footwork, how to
hit the ball well with their forehand and backhand,
both players could serve the ball well, but they
just couldn't figure out how to do these things
well together. It was very frustrating for both of
them. Their coach had seen enough. He called a
time-out so he could talk to Evan and Ella.
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     Coach explained to Ella and Evan that playing
on a team requires teamwork. You are both
running after the ball and not staying in your
position on the court. You have to communicate
with each other, take responsibility for your job on
the team, trust your teammate, and keep a good
attitude. Ella and Evan understood. They went
back on the court and started to play as a team.
They stayed in their positions and trusted each
other. In the final point of the match, Ella smashed
the ball over the net. Ella and Evan won!
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Sometimes we use more than one word to form a verb.
These are phrasal verbs or multiverbs.

She helps pick up
trash in the park.

Please turn off the
light when you leave.

pick up turn off
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eigh and ey sometimes make the long A sound

weigh grey

Can you spell these words?
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eigh and ey sometimes make the long A sound

eight obey

Can you spell these words?
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