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4. player: a person who takes part in a sport or 
game. 

2. try out: compete against other people to be on 
a team or in a play. (v)

1. coach: a person who teaches and trains an 
athlete or performer. (noun)

3. court: an area drawn out with lines and used for 
playing sports such as basketball or tennis.
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Sometimes we use more than one word to form a verb.
These are phrasal verbs or multiverbs.

I don't understand it, I
give up!

I need to pick out a
color I like.

give up pick out
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    It is Saturday morning and Tony is at the 
basketball courts in his neighborhood. Tony spends 
all of his free time here practicing. He really wants to 
make it onto the school basketball team this year. 
The coach didn't choose him last year, so Tony is 
determined to get chosen this year. Tony will try out 
tomorrow, and he has been practicing since last 
year. Tony practices dribbling and shooting the ball 
every day. He can shoot the ball from the free-throw 
line very well now. He can also dribble the ball with 
either hand quite well. Tony is small, but he is quick 
and smart.

Never Give Up!
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   The day Tony has been practicing for all year is 
finally here. There are many good players trying out 
for a spot on the team. Some of them are tall and can 
slam dunk the basketball, and others are really good 
at dribbling and shooting. It's Tony's turn and he is 
ready. Tony starts dribbling the ball. He moves side 
to side and then dribbles between his legs. He has a 
little room, so he pulls up and shoots the ball from 
the three-point line. It went in! It was a perfect shot! 
It was exactly what he had been practicing to do all 
year. The coach looks impressed. Tony never gave 
up and now he has succeeded.   

Never Give Up!
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eigh and ey sometimes make the long A sound

eigh
sleigh
neigh

freight
weigh

neighbor
weight

ey
grey
fey
trey

whey
obey
hey
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