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Science and research impact all Canadians. Advances in scientific research improve our health, the environment,

the economy and the safety and well-being of Canadians. Building a foundation of transparent, evidence-informed

decision-making in our government ensures that policy decisions are made with sound and accurate information

supporting them. This builds trust in our institutions and protects government integrity.

Strong science means a strong democracy and a stronger Canada.

Evidence for Democracy (E4D) is the leading fact-driven, non-partisan, not-for-profit organization promoting the

transparent use of evidence in government decision-making in Canada. Through research, education and issue

campaigns, we engage and empower the science community while cultivating public and political demand for

evidence-based decision-making. Our network comprises over 15,000 scientists, researchers and science

supporters with expertise in diverse fields ranging from ecology to health to social and political science.

E4D is encouraging all political candidates in this federal election to support policies that strengthen science,

evidence-informed decision-making, and a culture of transparency and openness. 

Here are some specific policy ideas that support these goals.

Infrastructure: science advice and capacity in government

Evidence helps decision-makers effectively weigh complex options, and make fully informed decisions that

benefit all Canadians. It is only through access to sound evidence that governments can make the best decisions

for our country and its people.

Recommendations:

Continue to expand the Departmental Science Advisors network in all science-based departments and

agencies. Departmental Science Advisors will support the Chief Science Advisor through a science advice

network, provide subject-specific input, and bolster the capacity for evidence-informed decision making. 

The Privy Council Office, working with departmental officials and the Chief Science Advisor, should examine

mechanisms to achieve improved whole-of-government coordination and collaboration for federal

government science and evidence-based policy-making (as recommended in the April 2017 Fundamental

Science Review).

POLICIES FOR STRONG SCIENCE AND A THRIVING DEMOCRACY

Investment: clear targets for science and research funding

Investments in research are critical for maintaining our international competitiveness, training the next

generation of business and scientific leaders, and continuing to build on the many benefits that past investments

in research have yielded for Canadians. 

But Canada is currently falling behind. 



Recommendations:

Implement the full funding recommendations from Canada’s Fundamental Science Review, and include

clearly defined targets to increase R&D expenditures as a percentage of GDP. Without a meaningful

increase to gross domestic spending on R&D, Canada will continue to struggle in its innovation performance

and will no longer be able to attract and retain the talent to remain competitive in the global knowledge

economy.

Increase funding for federal government science back to 2011 levels. Between 2012 and 2014, $223

million in government funding for intramural science was eliminated. Funding levels have still not reached 2011

levels.

Increase funding relating to climate science and environmental monitoring including: funding for

atmospheric climate science, and funds for climate-specific research facilities, such as the Polar Environment

Atmospheric Research Laboratory (PEARL).

Create a National Science Strategy that aims to improve coordination on science and research between

federal, provincial and territorial governments, between intramural and extramural researchers, and between

scientists and decision-makers.

Information: evidence-informed policy for equity and prosperity

Transparency builds trust in government, provides new opportunities for collaboration and ensures that decision

makers have access to the best available information.

Recommendations:

Commit to full implementation and adherence to Scientific Integrity Policies. Publicly funded research and

researchers must be open to the public. While several science-based departments and agencies have

implemented Scientific Integrity Policies to ensure federal scientists can freely talk about their work, there

should be ongoing oversight to ensure adherence to these policies.

Enhance transparency around federal decision-making processes. This includes publicly sharing the

evidence used to inform federal decisions and communicating federal science and policy issues to the public in

an accessible manner.

Continue to advance open access to government data and government science. The principles and

recommendations listed in the Office Of The Chief Science Advisor’s 2020 Roadmap For Open Science should

be implemented to ensure that science is accessible. In addition, in Budget 2021, a number of commitments

were made to increase open data access and collection, ranging from increased investments in Statistics

Canada, to a First Nations Data Governance Strategy and a federal Data Commissioner. These commitments

should be routinely revised and evaluated to make sure they are working. 

Contact info@evidencefordemocracy.ca with

any questions or comments!

Other G7 countries are using this moment to reinvigorate their investments in science. The United States

recently indicated a commitment to return to 2% with regards to R&D expenditures as a portion of GDP, while

Germany has set an ambitious target to reach 3.5% by 2025. Decisive action is needed to reassert our

position as a global research powerhouse.

https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97992.html

