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God’s Work  

Our Hands 

& Rally Day 
 

Sunday, September 16 

10am Outdoor Worship, 11am BBQ 

Service Projects to follow 

 

Put your hands to good use in the following ways! 
 

Between Now and Then: 

Volunteer to bring food for lunch- contact Fellowship Team. 

Bring school/health kit supplies. 

Bring canned goods and Back Pack Ministry items. 

Make cookie dough- contact Barb Bloomquist.  

Saturday September 15  

4:00pm- Help set up tables and chairs/ stage things for  

worship. 

Sunday, September 16 

8:30am - Help set up for worship outside.  

10am - Come worship with us! 

11am - Enjoy lunch and fellowship! 

11:30am-1:00pm - Service Project Extravaganza: Pack LWR 

Health Kits and School Kits, Tie blankets for Project Linus, 

Bake cookies for our Fire Stations, Pack backpacks for our 

Backpack Ministry, Crochet sleeping mats for the  

homeless, Prep for PADS, Learn about our Refugee  

Ministry, Connect with our Ecumenical ministry.  

1:00pm - Help Clean Up - contact Pastor Christie.  
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St. Mark Values: WELCOME 

 
On August 26, we welcomed 7 new members to St. Mark at the 10am 

worship!  (Get to know them better on page 10.)  As I gathered with 

these new prospective members over lunch, many of them said that 

they wanted to officially become part of this community because of the  

welcome they felt when they visited. “You are a VERY friendly church,” one reported. I watched you all 

live that out even more at the cake reception we had for the newest among us after worship.  
 

On Palm Sunday last spring a group of people from the Turkish American Society here in Mt. Prospect 

joined us for worship.  They practice Islam, but wanted to see what church, especially our church, was 

like.  They reported that they’d never been so welcomed in a church. They came back the next Sunday, 

Easter Sunday, with more people, to see what that celebration was like. They will return on September 

23 with a chance to visit over coffee hour at 9am.  
 

Last spring we spent some time as a congregation discerning our values.  Many of you gathered over 

lunch and considered what your most meaningful memory is of St. Mark, and from that we discerned 

our lived values.  WELCOME was one of those values. (As were GROWING, CONNECTING, 

and CARING, which we will highlight in the coming months.)  
 

What does that mean? What does it mean to be a welcoming place?  How and whom are we called to 

welcome by God? Where do we live this out? Where is God calling us to live this out even more?  
 

Friends, truth be told I am proud of you. I think we welcome people well here.  I know that many of 

you have known each other for a long time, but you don’t let that hinder you from welcoming the  

newest among us.  You are open and friendly and engage in conversation.  Over and over again I’ve 

heard stories of how people have felt so welcomed here in this place. One of the ways I’ve experienced 

your gifts of welcome is the way you have welcomed and embraced Thomas among this congregation.  

Jesus says “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” (Mark 9:37) You have done 

that. You love our son. You love when he makes himself known in worship. You love when he wanders 

around coffee hour.  You welcome him into the life of this church, just as you do all children. Thank 

you for that. Thank you for being a welcoming place in this and many other ways.  
 

With this value of WELCOME comes the question: how can we be more welcoming?  Who does not 

feel welcomed among us? How can we extend the welcome to them? Many of the gospel texts we will 

have this coming month open our eyes to the ways we in the church can be closed, can require a good 

talking to in order to be welcoming, how we often want to be insiders and leave those others as  

outsiders. When we search our own hearts, the heart of this community, where do we do this, even 

unintentionally, and how are we called out of it?  What ever-expanding welcome are we called into by 

God’s love? 
 

Friends, Christ welcomes us, and calls us to welcome others.  May we be so bold as to welcome all.   
 

Peace, 

Pastor Christie  
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What’s  

Happening in 

Youth & Family Ministry? 
 

The church is buzzing as the program year is beginning!  There is a place for you here!! 

 

Registration has begun for WOW. Come join the fun! Class begins 

on Wednesday, September 19th.  WOW is Children’s Christian Faith 

Formation for 3yrs through 5th grade.  It meets 4:30-6pm weekly on 

Wednesdays for games, Bible stories, art, theater, snacks, friends, songs and 

Holy Moly! Parents are invited to join us for WOW Worship at 5:40pm.  

Contact Deacon David for more info or to register. 

 

NEW!  Playgroup!  Starting September 19 we will have a playgroup 

for children 0-3 and their parents once a month. We will meet on 

Wednesdays at 5pm for songs, stories, and then head to the nursery for free 

play. Then, at 5:40 we can head up to join WOW worship and at 6pm enjoy 

community dinner with many of our WOW families and other St. Mark-

ers.  Mark your calendars for  Sept. 19, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, Jan. 23, Feb. 27, 
March 27, May 15. Questions? Contact Pastor Christie 

cwebb@stmarkmp.org. 

 

Community Meal is back!  All are invited to join in for food, fun and  

fellowship. The first Community Meal will be Wednesday, September 19 at 6pm, 

following WOW Worship. Hotdogs, popcorn, and some kind of exciting dessert, 

like s’mores, ice cream, or snow cones, will be served.  Other dates for Community 

Meal are October 24, November 28, December 12, January 23, February 27, and 

May 15. (During Lent, we will continue to have Soup Suppers on Wednesdays.) 

 

 

Registration for FaithWalk has begun! Class begins on 

Thursday, September 20th. FaithWalk is St. Mark’s  

Confirmation program for 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Meeting on 

Thursdays 4:30-6pm to learn about the Bible, Sacraments and what 

it means to be a Lutheran in the world today.  Parent /student  

Orientation night will be Thursday, September 13 from 6-7pm.  Contact Deacon David for more info 

or to register. 

 

SHINE! - St. Mark’s High School group (9th-12th grade) is gearing up with 

new Leadership Projects and small groups forming.  Contact Deacon David for 

more information and to get on the email list for other upcoming events. 

SHINE!SHINE!  

mailto:cwebb@stmarkmp.org
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Welcome! 
By: Deacon David Webb 

 

 
I am looking forward to our season of “Welcome” in September 

as we reflect on the ways we live out that value in all of our 

ministry. As usual, I have some fun opportunities that you can be 

a part of in specific ways as we reflect on this over-arching 

theme.  Take a chance to see if any of them catch your eye and 

contact me if you would like to join in on the fun. 
 

Welcoming Young Children: Young children love church.  It is strange.  It is not like other  

places.  Everything has a weird name.  There are lots of people here who like to play with them.  Pastor 

Christie and I are exploring ways we can not only welcome young children and their parents to St. 

Mark, but also help them explore this wonderful and loving place that is not like other places. We are 

looking for people to read stories and set up a small snack for them on Sunday mornings between  

9-10AM or on Wednesday from 5-5:30PM. Contact me to sign up. 
 

Welcoming our Neighbors: St. Raymond’s Our friends from St. Raymond’s and the wider  

community have been invited to join us for God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, September 16th 

from 10AM-1PM.  Members of St. Raymond’s, The Ecumenical Covenant Team, and St. Raymond’s 

crocheting ministry will join us in our service project Sunday.  St. Raymond’s crocheting team will be 

teaching a workshop on making sleeping mats out of plastic grocery bags. Contact Pastor Christie or me 

to help set up. 
   
Welcoming our Neighbors: The Turkish American Society Our friends and neighbors from the 

Turkish American Society have thoroughly enjoyed visiting St. Mark and learning about our cultural 

practices.  St. Mark members have had great experiences visiting the Turkish American Society for  

prayer services and Iftar meals.  We are exploring ways we can continue serving the Northwest Suburbs 

together.  September 23rd at 9AM we will welcome members of the Turkish American Society for 

coffee and breakfast snacks.  They will stay for worship at 10AM.  Contact me to sign up. 

   

Welcoming Young Adults into Full Membership: We are always looking for adults to accompany 

our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders in FaithWalk.  It would involve attending two Thursday gatherings a month 

from 4:30-6pm, joining in conversation, setting up s’mores, or talking about the important parts of your 
faith life.  We are also always looking for adults to accompany our high school students as they embark 

on their adult ministry.  We would match you up with a small group of high schoolers who are working 

on a project you also found interesting and enjoyable.  Small groups meet on Mondays and Tuesdays  

between 4-5PM.  Contact me if you are interested. 
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Thoughts from the Loft 

More about organs this month!  There can be thousands 

of pipes in an organ, as is the case in the organ at St. Mark.  

There are metal pipes and wooden pipes.  The metal pipes 

are made of a combination of lead and tin, while the 

wooden pipes can be made of various types of tree wood.  Pipes can be the size of a 

pencil, or as long as 32 feet in length (we don’t have pipes quite that big at St. Mark!).  

Pipes can look different too and are tuned in a variety of different ways.  It’s amazing 

how all of these pipes work together to create a coherent sound that even breathes!  

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Peace! 

Tim 

 

Friday,  September 21 

7pm in the Great Room 
 

 

Continuing the Smorgasbord of Crafts  
 

1. Come & make a fleece blanket for Project Linus. Fleece will be provided. Free Will  

offering collected to cover the cost of material. The blankets will be donated to 

these charities. 

2. Come & cut fabric squares that will be used by the St. Mark quilters for the LWR 

quilts.  OR 

3.  Bring your own personal craft to work on! 
 

Come and join the FUN & FELLOWSHIP! 
(Recommended for 6th grade through adult) 

Senior Lunch Bunch 
(or anyone who would like to join us) 

Thursday,  September 20  

1:00 pm 

Rack House Kitchen & Tavern 

Plan to eat on Patio, weather permitting 
           (222 E Algonquin Rd., Arlington Heights) 

 

RSVP to Marilyn Gosell by Monday,  September 17 

at 847-508-5512  
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Now through September 9 
LWR kit supply collection 

Narthex 
 

Sunday, September 16 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday 

 

Wed. & Tues. Sept. 19 & 25      9:00 am 
LWR Quilting 

2nd floor education wing 
 

Sunday, September 30 
Thankoffering Sunday 

 

Sunday, October 7                     1:00 pm 
Bunco for Breast Cancer 

Center  

Quilting! 
 Join the ladies who work on those 
beautiful quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief. This month they will meet 
on:  Wednesday, September 19 
& Tuesday, September 25  
 
The quilters thank all who donated linens,  
mattress pads, thread, and material so we could 
complete the 103 quilts made this year.   We 
appreciate your input to this "fun" and invaluable 
ministry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 7th at the Center 
Doors open at Noon, Bunco begins at 1pm 

Tickets now on Sale Sundays in the  
narthex 

ST. MARK WOMEN OF 

THE ELCA LUTHERAN 

WORLD RELIEF SERVICE 

PROGRAM 

As in the past, the Women of St. 

Mark are asking for the help of 

our entire congregation in the  

collection of items needed to  

prepare SCHOOL KITS AND  

PERSONAL CARE KITS for  

Lutheran World Relief.  As stores 

seem to be placing school supplies on sale earlier 

each year, we are providing this list of items that 

will be needed so you can take advantage of sale  

prices this summer.  PLEASE NOTE: WE CAN 
ONLY USE THE EXACT ITEMS THAT ARE  

REQUESTED BY LWR.  All items must be in 

by September 9. 

The congregation is invited to assist in  

assembling the kits at the annual "God's 

Work, Our Hands" day of service on  

September 16. 
 

ALL DONATIONS CAN BE PLACED IN 

THE COLLECTION BOXES LOCATED 

IN THE NARTHEX.   
 

PERSONAL CARE KIT ITEMS 

Bath Towels  (dark color recommended) 

Bath size bars of soap  

Hair combs with wide teeth 

Tooth Brushes  

Nail clippers with file attached 

SCHOOL KIT ITEMS 

70 sheet spiral notebooks of ruled paper 

Blunt scissors 

12 inch ruler with centimeters on the other edge 

Pencil sharpeners 

Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons 

Unsharpened Pencils #2 

Ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

Pink Erasers 

We are able to purchase some of these 

items in bulk at a more reasonable cost.  If 

you prefer to contribute funds toward the 

purchase of these items, please place your 

gift in a pew envelope marked for WELCA 

Kits. 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Tastefully Simple  
Fundraiser 

Thank you to all who have 

been supporting  our youth 

through this fundraiser.  

The King's Players would like to thank everyone 

who came to see our show— My Favorite 

Things:  Movie Musicals 

Update on Columbarium and Memorial Garden at St. Mark 
We are very pleased with the initial response to the reservation of niches in 
the new columbarium.  We had hoped to have approximately 20  

reservations by the time we began construction, and we are very close to 
that number.  If you are considering this for your own funeral planning, or 
for the inurnment of a loved one’s cremains that you have at home, please contact any member of the columbarium 

committee for information.  

  

The columbarium structure has been built by Armento, a company in Buffalo, NY.  It is scheduled to be shipped to us 
on August 29 or 30.  We will begin the remodeling of the space in the narthex of the transept during September, and 

hope to have it complete by the end of the month.  

  

We don’t have the final numbers on the construction cost, as we’ve decided to take a time and materials approach 

and use volunteers where appropriate.  But we hope to come in under the 25,000 that we projected for the  
remodeling and construction of the meditation space.  We have paid for the columbarium with a loan from the  

Foundation, and with the use of memorial funds dedicated to the project and the reservation contributions, we 
should cover the columbarium costs. Note the colorful financial poster boards developed by Julie Wenzel to track 

our progress.  

 

Together with the proposed garden, this represents an important new St. Mark ministry that provides a beautiful 
place for the cremains of a loved one together with an easily accessible place to meditate and honor the memory of 

that person.   

 

We have paid for an initial consultation by a landscape architect to develop a concept for the memorial garden.  We 

will continue to work on developing a plan for that phase, but only if we have gifts and pledges sufficient for the  
project.  If you are able to consider a special one-time gift to fund this next phase, we would be most appreciative.  A 

special thank you to those who have already given a gift for the overall project. There will be options for the garden 
funding, such as trees, benches, a centerpiece sculpture and other memorial items.  Plaques and memorial stones or 

bricks will be available for their cost.  As soon as we have further design information we will present the sketches for 
comment. 
Carl Anderson, Marilyn Gosell, Nancy and Gary Snell, Dick and Dianne Quast, Julie Wenzel, Keith Youngquist, Lynn Istwan 

VBS Fun for ALL Ages! 
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Thank you for the lovely altar flowers Pastor Christie delivered.  We had a lovely 

visit. I appreciate all the prayers sent my way during my surgery and rehab. Keep 

them coming. 

Thanks and God Bless. 

Janice Serafini 

 

Dear St. Mark Members and Pastor Christie, 

Just a quick thank you for all the prayers, visits and flowers for mom while she 

was in the hospital and Arlington Transitional Care. Thank you for the birthday wishes also. 

A heartfelt Thanks for all you have done. 

Sue & Bette McDade 

 

Dear St. Mark Friends, 

Thank  you so much for the lovely altar flowers. They are especially meaningful as they celebrated Ray’s 

birthday and my children were there to enjoy them. 
In Jesus’ Love, 

Lois Ennes 

 

Dear St. Mark, 

I would like to thank you for the beautiful altar flowers I received for my birthday. 

Alveyn Roberts 

Women and Justice- Join 

us for a conversation on the 

ELCA’s in process Social  

Statement on Women and  

Justice. We will gather  

Sunday, September 9 at 11:15 in the Great 

Room for conversation.  Please read the pages  

1-10 of the statement as found here: https://

www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-

Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft 

or talk to Pastor Christie for a paper copy.  

Enjoy food? Come and join the 

Nibblers as they find new places 

to eat around our community 

each month.   

September Nibblers have a  

reservation at Outback in Mount 

Prospect at 6:30 pm on Saturday, September 8.  

All who wish to join us, please RSVP to Cindy or 

Les Ashton either by email (lashton@aol.com) or 

phone (847-590-0423) by Wednesday,  

September 5. 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
mailto:lashton@aol.com
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Welcome New Members! 
 

 

On August 26 we welcomed 7 new members to the St. Mark family! 

 

Tonya Adamek has been worshiping with us since December, after attending 

here years ago with her daughters. She loves to read and to do adult coloring as a 

stress relief. She plays volleyball with St. Mark on Wednesdays.  She loves cats, arts 

and crafts, and loves to spend time with her daughters and 5-year-old grandson.   

 

 

Barbara Arneson comes to us by way of the Moorings. Her roots are in North 

Dakota, where she was born, baptized and confirmed in the ELCA.  In Jamestown 

and Bismark she enjoyed the King James Bible, which gave her a head start in a  

lifelong love of Shakespeare. Now she finds that she confuses bible verses with the 

bard’s plays and sonnets.  Reading has always been her greatest love. With  

degrees from University of North Dakota and Northwestern, she taught for 34  

blissful years.  Other loves include travel, art, and music. She missed St.  

Petersburg, Russia’s most glorious city, but has been in Moscow and Siberia; that 

trip include a detour to Mongolia, which reminded her of the Dakotas. Barbara 

loves the Art Institute and has a life membership there as well as a subscription to 

Orchestra Hall.  

 

 
 

Kristin, John and Vance D’Ambrosia come to St. Mark through 

Kristin’s grandmother Barbara Walberg.  The family loves spending 

time with their dogs, Hobbes and Maggie. They go everywhere with 

them, camping and travelling.  They all head up to the U.P. several 

times a year to their family cabin.  Vance, age 1, captures much of 

Kristin and John’s time and attention and delight. He will be baptized 

here at St. Mark in the coming months.  

 

 

 

 

Kevin Lang joins us by transfer from Trinity Lutheran in Des Plaines. For many 

years Kevin has been helping out with our PADS program. He was born and 

raised in Racine, WI among 7 brothers and sisters. Kevin has a heart for  

volunteering; working with PADS and with a local cat rescue.  “My three cats are 

my kids,” he says.  
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2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 

2 

8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 
 
 

 

3 

LABOR DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

4 
9:30 am Preschool Back-
to-School Coffee 
11 am Private Event 
6 pm Basketball 
 

5 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am Bible Study 
5 pm Basketball 
 
 

6 
3:30 pm Basketball 
6 pm Basketball 
6:30 pm  Bell Choir 
7 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Vocal Choir 
 

7 
9 am Preschool Gym 

8 
6:30 pm Nibblers  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

8 am Worship 
10 am Worship  
11:15 am Women and 
Justice Discussion 

10 
Columbarium  
Construction begins 
 
1 pm Book Club 
6:30 pm Summer Suppers 

  

11 
9 am Preschool Gym 
6 pm Basketball 
7 pm Worship/Music 
 

  
  

12 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am Bible Study 
5 pm Basketball 

13 
3:30 pm Basketball 
6 pm FaithWalk Parent 
Meeting 
6 pm Basketball 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Vocal Choir 
 

 

14 
God’s Work, Our Hands 
Set-Up 

15 
4 pm God’s Work. 
Our Hands Set-Up 

16 
God’s Work, Our Hands 
Service Day/Rally Day 
10 am Worship  
11 am BBQ Lunch 
11:30  am  Service 
Projects 

17 
 

18 
9 am Preschool Gym 
6 pm Basketball 
7 pm Church Council 
 

19 
9 am Quilting 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am Bible Study 
4:30 pm WOW 
5 pm Playgroup 
5 pm Basketball 
6 pm Community Dinner 

20 
3:30 pm Basketball 
4:30 pm FaithWalk 
6 pm Basketball 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Vocal Choir 
 
 

 

21 
9 am Preschool Gym 
7 pm Craft Connection 

22 
 

23/30 
Thankoffering Sunday 
8 am Worship 
10 am Worship 
 

24 
7 pm Foundation 
 
 
 

 

25 
9 am Quilting  
9 am Preschool Gym 
6 pm Basketball 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
9:30 am  Volleyball 
11 am Bible Study 
4:30 pm WOW 
5 pm Basketball 
 
 
 

 

27 
3:30 pm Basketball 
4:30 pm FaithWalk 
6 pm Basketball 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Basketball 
7:30 pm Vocal Choir 
 
 
 

 

28 
9 am Preschool Gym 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
10 am Pet Blessing 
outside of St. 
Raymond Gym  
 
 
 

 



St. Mark Lutheran Church 

847/253-0631 

Fax:  847/253-5387 

Email:  stmarkmp@stmarkmp.org 

Website: stmarkmp.org 
 

Staff  

Pastor    Rev. Christie Webb cwebb@stmarkmp.org 

Music Director   Timothy Spelbring tspelbring@stmarkmp.org 

Parish Administrator  Nancy Hundley  nhundley@stmarkmp.org 

Office Administrator   Jill Galyon  jgalyon@stmarkmp.org 

Youth & Family Ministry  Deacon David Webb dwebb@stmarkmp.org 
 

Sunday Worship 

Chapel Service:   8 am   Worship Service:  10 am 
 

Wednesday Youth Christian Education (Sept. – May) 

WOW (3 yrs through 5th grade)     FaithWalk (Confirmation 6-8th grade) 

4:30-6:00 pm                                 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Wednesday Adult Christian Education 

Bible Study   11:00 am (During Lent at Noon) 
 

Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday  8:30 am – 4:30 pm  Friday 8:30 am – 12 pm noon 

 

St. Mark Preschool & Enrichment Center 

847/873-1110 

Web:  stmarkpreschoolcares.org 
 

Preschool Director  Barb Zediker  bzediker@stmarkmp.org 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

200 South Wille Street 
Mount Prospect, Illinois 

60056-3121 

 

September 2018 

2018-19 Church  

Council 

 

Sharon Blazek, President 

Barb Bloomquist, VP 

Gina Dahlgren, Secretary 

Jeanne Kueter, Treasurer 

 

Janet Adams 

Paul Brask 

Emily Fleming 

Kathie Hetland 

Mike LoRusso 

Jill Permanian 

Paul Post 

 


