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7th February 2012

With one month of 2021 over, we have a new start in February as we usher in the lunar new year
on the 12th.  The thrust of the lunar new year is family gatherings and visitation to extended
families and friends.  2021 will be a lunar new year like no other, with strick restictions of 8 visitors
per day.

Already, the reaction by people in Singapore is
that this may not be a bad thing.  The vaccine
is still not available to the majority, and new
strains of more infectuous viruses are popping
up all over the place.

At this time of writing, there are no community
infections in Singapore, and no critical cases in
hospitals.  The total death toll remains at 28, all
of which were older victims.

Here are some ways that we can stay safe as
we welcome the year of the ox.

1. Stay protected.  When you do your spring
cleaning this year, put in an extra effort to
santize and disinfect thoroughly.  Check the
corners and hidden areas behind cupboards and
under the bed.  Some may even want to
engage a professional cleaner for this once a
year routine.

2. Keep it homely.  Decorate your home to
your heart’s content.  It could be simple or
elaborate, but a splash of red will remind us of
the new year with its attendant blessings.

3. Take it easy on the goodies.  With just 8
persons who will come knocking at your door
each day, there is no need to hoard food and
delicacies to feed an army.

4. Take a well deserved rest.  You have probably
been working hard, even tiring yourself getting
ready for the new year.  It is a good Chinese
tradition not to pick up the broom on the
Chinese new year.

5. Enjoy family.  Friends come and go, but
familes are forever.  With the restriction on 8
visitors, chances are that these people are from
your extended family.  Prepare token ang pows
for each one with a traditional package of pork
jerky which will be much appreciated.

6. Factor in the Lord as you take each and
every step in the new year, beginning with the
first day.  Have you been neglectful in the past
year?  Plan to do better!

7. Finally, and most important, what are you
going to do differently in 2021?  Recount the
past year, and as you do, do what the MRT
constantly reminds us, “mind the gaps”.
Sometimes it is not the big things that floored
us, but the little gaps that slip pass our graps.

In 5 days, the ox will be here!  Are you ready?

Welcoming the Year of the Ox
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    Birthdays
    in February

For the New Year: Upcoming

Phai Goh 07
Paul Quek 16
Peter Poon 19
Jerald Goh 20
Elaine Poon 25


