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 Friday, April 20, 2011 Farming Rant - The Curse of Ted Bunch We as human beings are a unique creature. We have a
tendency to enjoy the best things in life for as long as they last, but also a major flaw in trying to enjoy life when your family
life is hanging in the balance. It’s like driving home drunk and finding out your car has been repossessed and is stuck in the

ditch, with you still miles away. I started this rant with a story about an accident that befell Ted, my brother, due to my failure to
possess the rare trait of caring for my own life. To be clear, I’m not the one who should have been dead, but Ted. Not only that,
I did exactly what the doctors told me to do, and he refused to do what they suggested. My own life was put at risk, because of
Ted’s refusal to listen to my suggestion of “maybe you shouldn’t drive.” Let’s set the stage. It was the summer of 2004. Ted was
a 21 year old college student living in Knoxville, Tennessee. He was studying to become a nurse, he was an athlete, and he was
working at the hospital to pay for college. He was a party animal. He had made the Dean’s list in high school and was accepted

to an Ivy League university with a full scholarship, but chose to play football for the University of Tennessee instead. I
remember sitting with Ted and telling him that if he was a few credits short on his final classes to graduate, that I would take
those courses for him. I made him a deal. I said, “If you come home for the summer, I will study with you.” He accepted, and
was always excited that he would be able to spend more time with me. Early one morning, he got the urge to drive, the cars on
his road were all in the garage, and so he drove to the highway. He stopped at a stop light, and it turned red. He proceeded to

walk, intending to go around the light. Unfortunately, he stepped into a four-wheel drive vehicle and was propelled backwards at
a 90 degree angle. It happened so fast. His car landed on his chest. He was immediately knocked unconscious. He awoke, and

his first instinct was to run to his truck. I was watching it on TV, and he 520fdb1ae7
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