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 It was held in South Korea and Japan from May 31 to November 23, 2002. It was the first World Cup held in Asia. The 16
teams played in 32 matches: 16 group stage matches and 16 knockout stage matches (quarter-finals, semi-finals, third place

match and final). Germany won the tournament for the second time after the 1994 FIFA World Cup. They beat Argentina 1–0
in the final, the third time Germany has won the tournament. Germany had never been knocked out of the World Cup before

2002, and their victories in 1974 and 1990 were their only World Cup titles. Since the 1978 edition, the group stage was
changed into an eight-team, single-elimination format. In the build-up to the 2002 World Cup, South Korea was criticized for a
dismal human rights record. The Guardian newspaper in the United Kingdom published the "Black Book", claiming that "[i]f

anything has made the World Cup a target for radical change, it is the brutal records of South Korea, not its single-hearted
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enthusiasm for football. [...] The authorities will be anxious to say that any protesters or demonstrators in South Korea will be
arrested and prosecuted." The Korea Football Association (KFA) was also criticized for failing to register its players. In

response to the KFA's crackdown on the issue, it was revealed in July 2001 that some 81% of Koreans were not registered. The
vast majority of these unregistered Koreans were young and lived in rural areas. According to football journalists, many
Koreans were denied entry to the country to play football. In addition, the KFA was criticized for its interpretation of the
professional player rule which prohibits professional players from playing on their national team for more than two years,

despite the KFA allowing players to play for the national team while they are a professional player. This was the first time that a
German team had won the tournament since West Germany had defeated Italy in the final in 1974. To date, this remains the
only World Cup tournament in which the host team has not advanced to the final. Brazil and Italy, as defending champions,

qualified automatically as the top two teams of CONMEBOL and UEFA, respectively. The runner-up Argentina and the third-
place finisher France qualified as the best third-placed team and best fourth-placed team, respectively, of UEFA. Host selection
In the period between the election of the 1998 FIFA World Cup hosts and the election of the 2002 FIFA World Cup hosts, there

were three 520fdb1ae7
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