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B jorn was a very intelligent young man. He was
creative and inventive. He had a workshop in his
own backyard.

He was busy working on his latest invention - creating a
very efficient robot!

It wasn’t going to be just any other robot; instead it was
going to be a robot that would have life — just like a
human.

Bjorn worked day and night perfecting his robot. He
made sure the robot’s legs and hands worked properly.
He wanted the robot’s eyes, ears, nose and mouth to
work just like a human’s; after all, he was making a robot
that resembled a human.

He named the robot Roboto.










n ne day, while he was working on perfecting his
robot, Bjorn heard someone speak in a strange
voice...

“Hey there, it’'s me,” said the voice, “I want to know why
you are making me.”

Bjorn soon realized that it was Roboto talking

Bjorn was overjoyed.

“You can talk! That means you can think too!” Bjorn
exclaimed.

Then Bjorn thought for a while and said, “Roboto, your
purpose is to help people.”

“I like that,” said Roboto with a big smile across his
metallic face.

Once Bjorn had completed work on Roboto, and Roboto
was full of life, Roboto set off on his mission - to help
people.




H e started walking around, searching for people who needed help.

The first person he met was an elderly man who was seated on a
bench in the park. He was staring at his laptop. It seemed like he was
having difficulty working on his laptop.

Roboto thought, “Oh, | can help this man.’

With that, Roboto sat on the bench by the man’s side and asked,
“Hey there, need any help?”

The elderly man looked from over his spectacles and whined, “Oh,
another new invention.”

Roboto spoke again, “Yes, | am a new invention, and | am here to help

The man bellowed, “I don’t want this new technology in my life!”

“| see,” said Roboto, then he quipped, “But it seems like you enjoy
working on your laptop.”

The man replied with a grumpy face, “The fact is, I've only just
learned how to send emails. And that’s because all my friends forced
me to learn to send emails. | am already fed up with all this jumbled
up stuff. Go away new technology!”

And so, Roboto walked away from the man thinking, ‘That’s okay.
There must be other people who need my help.’










ust as he had imagined, right in front of him was a

woman who was carrying a load of groceries. She
was struggling to balance all the grocery bags. It looked
more like she was juggling them.

Roboto knew it would be a simple task for him to carry
all those heavy grocery bags.

“Hey there,” he said with a bright smile, “Let me help you
carry your groceries.”

The woman stopped and stared at Roboto. Then she
said firmly, “I am an independent woman and | need no
help!”
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H oboto was sad to hear this. He had been built to help
and yet people didn’t want his help even though they
clearly needed it. He was sad that people couldn’t accept
his help, that they couldn’t accept help and a new way of

doing things.

Suddenly Roboto felt someone tap on his shoulder. It was a
young child.

“I am Silver,” the young child said shaking hands with
Roboto.

Silver wanted to know why Roboto looked so sad. Roboto
explained that nobody wanted his help. Silver suggested
that, as Roboto was a big, strong robot, hes find a factory
and help them.

12



_! l Lllasl.ul.,i | :' I rwu

_ilil[_IliIli'i







H oboto thought that was a great idea and soon he
came to a factory that had lots of heavy objects
all over the place. He looked around for someone who
needed his help, but to his disappointment there was

nobody around.

“Hey, anybody there?” He called out. But there was no
answer.

Then Roboto noticed that the factory was completely still.
There was no one there and everything seemed abandoned.
When Roboto got to another the door, he saw a sign that
read ‘BANKRUPT’.

“Oh, what a shame,” he cried, “Why did this factory go
bankrupt? What happened?” He asked, but there was no one
to reply.

15



oboto continued to walk around, searching for another

factory. To his delight he found one not far away. He
was eager to help out, however he saw that the people in
this factory were not working. Instead they were protesting.
All the workers were standing outside the factory holding
signs.

There were reporters taking photographs of the protestors.
Some were interviewing them.

Roboto read ome signs that said, ‘Business Moving to
China!’ and ‘Local jobs GONE!
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H oboto was now feeling very sad, but he didn’t give
up trying to find a factory where he could help the
people.

To his joy, he found another factory. The manager of this
factory was a very nice young man. He welcomed Roboto
warmly and said, “Yes, | want you to help out in my factory.

You can start work right away.”

Roboto walked happily up to the other workers. Since
the manager had not introduced him to them, the other
workers were surprised to see him.
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“Oh, it’s a robot. Why are you here?” they asked rudely.
“To help you,” Roboto answered cheerfully.
One worker asked, “What work are you supposed to do?”

“Whatever helps” said Roboto but he really didn’t know how
he could help, as the manger hadn’t told him.

So, as the other workers did their jobs, Roboto tried to help
them, but they said, “You are in our way, move aside.”

Roboto insisted, “I know I can help you and | know my work
will help your job be done faster. So let me help.”

The other workers wouldn’t listen to him. Instead they
were mad at Roboto. So much so, that some of them threw
obstacles in his way to trip him.

“Ouch!” yelled Roboto as he fell to the ground. “That really
hurt,” he mumbled.

While he was sitting there, straightening his bent leg, Roboto
felt a hot liquid pour down his shoulder. He shrieked as the
hot liquid short-circuited his arm movements.
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oboto knew they had tripped him and spilt coffee on
him because they were mad at him, but he was still
determined to help the other workers.

“Let me help,” he pleaded, but they all just walked away
without a word.

The next day they sent him to get some tools from the
equipment room and when he went to leave, he found
himself locked in. Roboto realized that the other workers
had purposely locked him in the room.

Suddenly the manager burst in through the door of the
equipment room. He yelled angrily at Roboto, “I hired you
to help out the workers, but they say you do nothing and |
find you hiding doing nothing in here!”
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“rith that, the manager fired Roboto saying, “This robot
thing is not working, you are not helping me.”

By now Roboto was feeling rejected. He sat in the corner of
a bus stop, wondering why people didn’t understand that he
could be of help. He was strong and he could work much
faster than humans

Roboto felt a tap on his shoulder...

It was Silver...
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“I am so happy to see you again Silver,” Roboto said
hugging the child.

There were tears in Roboto’s eyes. Silver asked him what
was wrong and he said sadly, “Nobody wants me. They
are not willing to take in a robot who can help them. They
don'’t like or don’t understand my new technology and
what | can do to help them.”

Silver said thoughtfully, “My uncle George has a small
factory. Maybe you could help out the workers there.
Come with me and I'll take you to my uncle’s factory.”
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Together Roboto and Silver went to George’s factory.

George, was happy to meet Roboto.

“Welcome Roboto, | am so glad to meet you,” he said
warmly.

George went around the factory, introducing Roboto to all
the workers. George said, “My dear workers, | have taken in
Roboto to help you out with your heavy workloads. So work
together with him and be co-operative.”
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H oboto realized that it was a factory that produced
machinery. The workers were finding it very difficult to
move around the heavy equipment.

They were sweating and panting as they lifted the heavy

machinery with great difficulty. Roboto started work right
away. He began to lift the machinery and other heavy
equipment with ease. The other workers were amazed.
They were happy their work load was lightened.
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“Roboto, you are great! You are making our workload much
lighter. It’'s so much easier for us now!” they said praising
Roboto.

Roboto was so happy that he was able to help.

He smiled and said, “I can work more. | am strong!”
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he other workers started to find even more tasks for
Roboto to do.

In no time, Roboto was very busy lifting heavy machinery
and carrying them to their proper places. He also helped
the other workers to assemble parts of the machinery.

Soon the other workers realized that since Roboto was
working so fast, the work was getting done in half the
normal time. That meant there was a lot of spare time.

They began to worry about keeping their jobs, but when
they said this to George he was happy. He said to his
workers, “Now that you all have more free time, you can
help me out in improving on the designs and efficiency of
our products - the machinery.”

The workers agreed to this, and they began collecting all
their ideas and worked through them, each contributing to
develop their products to be more efficient.
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Il the while, Roboto was doing his duty of lifting
heavy equipment and helping in assembling the parts
together - in double quick time.

The factory was now producing new improved machinery,
which was also helping their customers to be more
streamlined and efficient in building their products.
George’s customers let him know that they were really
pleased and that their sales had increased.

This gave George another idea. He said, “My dear workers,
now let’s concentrate on how to sell more of our new and
improved products.”

So all the workers were busy finding new strategies to sell
their new and improved products. In no time, they were
discovering new methods of connecting with new customers
and able to sell not only their machinery products made in
the factory, but all the other products they had developed;
such as the ‘learning to use the machinery’ training.
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I n the meantime, Roboto was happily working in this
splendid factory. He could see that the other workers
had more time to concentrate on improving the design

of the products and coming up with innovative ideas to
support the product in other ways because he was doing

the hard work on their behalf.

When the other workers thanked him, Roboto always said,
“My purpose here is to help you. There is no need to thank
me because | love the feeling of helping the other workers so
they can reach their potential.”
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eorge noticed that even though things had been OK

before Roboto arrived, now his workers were much
happier and there was time to get to know each other.
Because they had time to talk and chat, George noticed
that this was when the best ideas were created to improve
a product or add a new design that would enhance the
product even more. He also saw that the factory was very
busy since they were able to sell more and more products.

The company’s earnings began to rise rapidly.

George, being a smart businessman who also loved to
share his successes, immediately increased the salaries
and other benefits for his workers. His workers were now
able to improve their lifestyles. They knew they owed it to
Roboto and his hard work to have such balance between
work and family as well as being able to contribute more to
the company’s success.
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H oboto’s popularity with the other workers continued to
increase. They always appreciated him and they even
teased him and cracked jokes with him.

Roboto was so glad that he was accepted and able to

help. He worked happily every day.

With a greater focus on social interactions, he was able to
meet the other workers at the park and to play chess and
other games with them.
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e also got to play with the worker’s children. They all

loved him. The kids said to Roboto that their parents
always praised him as he had lifted all the hard work off
their shoulders and helped improve their lifestyles.

That made Roboto very happy. He was doing what he

loved best - helping people! And George and the workers
included him in social activities when they weren’t working.
He felt part of a big, happy, extended family. Watching the
workers play with their children made him wonder, ‘is there
another robot out there like me?’. . ..
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