
PRESS ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Sept. 19, 2021

Contact: Press@StandwithAmazonia.com

AMAZON RAINFOREST UNDER IMMEDIATE THREAT, FOUR BILLS IN
BRAZILIAN CONGRESS PUT REGION and PLANET AT RISK

BRAZIL - An urgent crisis is happening in Brazil with the potential to affect all humanity. If the Brazilian
government changes the constitution and shifts legislation to take away rights protecting the natural biomes
of Brazil, including the Amazon rainforest, this will set in motion a cascading ecological collapse on a global
scale. These bills may just seem like numbers and letters, or will only affect the people of Brazil, but, these
bills are very real and will cost significant human lives and devastation for future generations.

The Brazilian government has announced voting on four major bills beginning Monday, September 20th and
despite our deep concerns, the Brazilian Congress will most likely pass these bills that will significantly
degrade the balance of the Amazon rainforest and the other Brazilian biomes, catalyzing the irreversible
rapid desertification of the Amazon Basin. These bills (attached below) include the PL 3729 (that affects
Environmental Licensing), the PL 2633 (concerns matters on land grabbing), the PL 6299 (which will shape
how Poison Packaging is conducted), and most importantly, the PL 490, (transfers ability to demarcate
indigenous land). 

One of the most critical bills, the PL 490, proposes to change the constitution, transferring to the National
Congress the competence to demarcate indigenous land. Articulation of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil
(APIB) describes this as “Disrespectful of the Constitution'' as it allows the government to reclaim the land
that is rightfully owned by the indigenous peoples. In addition, it hands over the use of water resources and
energy potentials to foreign agents. This is not only a future threat to the lives of the Indigenous population,
since the beginning of the Bolsonaro administration (2019-2020), there has already been a 25 percent
increase in land-related conflicts in Brazil. Peaceful demonstrations by Indigenous for their voices to be
heard have been met with harsh brutality by the police and others. 

This, and the many offenses against the Indigenous Peoples, have been compiled in an International
Complaints Dossier released last week by APIB. This dossier has been filed with the International Criminal
Court at the Hague calling for the investigation into crimes of genocide and ecocide, and states, "Given the
current threatening context that impacts not only the life of indigenous peoples but the entire
socio-environmental integrity of their lands, with direct consequences in further aggravating the climate and
environmental crisis that affects the entire planet, APIB asks for support from its partner's network."

“It’s our last chance to try and delay one of the most fateful changes of legislation in history. Will you help
us?” is the urgent appeal from APIB, "These bills attack lands already approved and demarcated and open
space for illegal mining and deforestation. It attacks all our rights.” The APIB mobilization began on Aug 22
with over 6000 Indigenous and supporters gathered in the “Luta Pela Vida” (“Struggle For Life”)
encampment in front of the Brazilian Congressional buildings. On Wednesday, September 8th, more than
4,000 Indigenous women from six Brazilian biomes gathered to participate in the Second National March of
Indigenous Women in Brasília to peacefully continue fighting for the rights of indigenous peoples. People
around the world are standing in solidarity with them in demonstrations and gathering online using
the hashtag, #StandWithAmazônia.
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The National Indian Foundation (FUNAI), which is in charge of protecting the indigenous peoples and
handling land demarcation processes, has been targeted by significant structural changes (for example, the
lack of financial resources). Agencies are not the only ones being attacked, prominent individuals, such
as Sônia Guajajara, who was summoned to the Federal Police for producing the web series Maracá2, have
also reported these attacks.

Data from the 2010 census held by the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE), indicates that
the Brazil indigenous population is 817,963 individuals. By allowing these bills to pass, they are allowing the
further disintegration of 817,963 people's rights. Furthermore, the total number of families affected by
conflicts is 171,625, of whom 57% are Indigenous families. This does not even consider the detrimental
effects these bills will have on the environment.

Enough has happened: from record-breaking mining on Indigenous lands (2020) to the loss of 50% of
the original flora in Cerrado biome due to 2,835 fires outbreaking in the Cerrado.

If any of these bills are allowed to pass, it will be nearly impossible to salvage whatever remains of the
rainforest, let alone hold on to what is left of the environmental rights and human rights. A drastic increase in
international awareness and action is vital if we want to put a stop to this irreversible domino effect, leading
us to our own extinction. 

We’ve had final decades, final years, final months, and final days. But now, we are literally in the final hour.
If we do not take action now, the destruction and collapse of the climate begin today.

Video: https://youtu.be/GBHCwNeTURI

Join the APIB campaign on the frontlines in their “Luta Pela Vida” (Struggle For Life). 
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