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Effective Wri

Cheryl Scott (2009), whose research interests include oral
and written language in school-age children and adolescents
and discourse analysis techniques, supports the concept that
teaching children to write more complex sentences may be
an effective way to improve sentence-level comprehension in
reading. If students are directly taught how to write linguistical-
ly complex sentence forms and are provided practice with
these forms, it is reasonable to expect that when they en-
counter the same structures in witten text they will be better
equipped to comprehend that sentence type (Hochman, 2009
Moreover, analytical thinking can and should begin at the
sentence level.

Even if students master writing a simple sentence,
comprehending and incorporating expanded sentences into
their writing can be challenging. Students often assume that
readers possess the same amount of background knowledge
they themselves bring (o a writing task. In a sentence expansion
activity, the essential message to students is placed on the
importance of providing more information to the reader.
Expansion activities start with an unelaborated  sentence
kernel (e.g., subject + verb), which is expanded by answering
questions. Examples follow:

Example for Developing Writers
Kernel sentence: They study.
Who? students
When? before tes
Why? because they want good grades
How? hard

Expanded sentence: Before tests, studlents study hard
because they want good grades.

Example for Proficient Writer:

Kernel sentence: He ordered secret bombing raids.
Who? Richard Nixon

Where? Cambodia

When? 1969

Why? to stop movement of North Vietnamese troops and
supplies

Expanded sentence: In 1969, President Nixon ordered
secret bombing raids in Cambodia (0 stop the movement
of North Vietnamese troops and supplies.

The CCSS Writing standards reinforce the importance of
conjunctions and transitions in developing more complex sen-
tences and connecting ideas. (See Figure 1) Analyzing the
actions of an important figure in history, the impact of a current
event, or the influence of a scientific discovery, can reinforce
higher-level thinking and writing skills and can be introduced
in the clementary grades. For example, conjunctions (e.g,
because, but, and so) can be used as sentence starters or sen-
tence completers to support critical thinking and analytical
skills (Hochman, 2009).
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Examples for Developing Writers

George Washington is remembered because he was the
first president of the United States.

George Washinglon is remembered, but he lost many
battles.

George Washington is remembered, so we celebrate him
as “the father of our country.”

Examples for Proficient Writers

« The Gl bill was eventually passed because legislators
agreed that something had to be done to help veterans
assimilate into civilian life.

The GI bill was eventually passed, but some members of
Congress thought it would diminish veterans” incentive
to look for wor

The GI bill was eventually passed, so servicemen gained
access to higher education and other benefits,

Graphic organizers that provide a sentence frame scaffold
can help developing writers use conjunctions in their writing.
See Figures 2 and 3

Teaching students to use subordinating conjunctions in
left-branching clauses, where clause modifiers appear before
the independent clause, is a form often seen in syntactically
mature writing. Even young students can be provided with
instruction on writing sentences using subordinating clauses.
This instructional strategy, like most good techniques, can be
scaffolded in difficulty throughout the grades. Note that the
left-branching clause is italicized in these examples.

iples for Developing Writers
* After my class planted the seeds, green plants started to
grow.
Although roots help support a plant, they are also
important for taking in water and storing food.
Since the plant was placed in the window, the stems
started (o lean toward the sun

Examples for Proficient Writers

« Even though cells appear to be very small compart-
ments, they hold all of the biological constituents neces-
sary (o keep themselves alive.

While the outer membrane of mitochondrion is smooth,
the inner one is folded into tubule structures called
cristae.

If cells are not actively dividing, they are said to be in
interphase.

Instruction in the use of appositive phrases (i.e., those in
italics in the examples that follow) is another important lan-
guage tool that lifts the linguistic level of the sentence as well
as adds information by further describing people, places,
things, or concepts. This sentence form is one that reflects writ-
ten language far more than oral language:
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