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Please join our Eco-challenge which is, by Easter, to look into changing to renewable energy in 
your home, and get ready to make a decision.   

 Using renewable energy reduces carbon emissions 

 The cost is similar to fossil fuel energy and you may even make savings 

 You can switch to renewable energy at any of the cost comparison sites 
For those who have already changed, what else can you do to reduce your consumption of energy 
which still comes from fossil fuels? 
 
What is renewable energy? 
Renewable energy is energy from renewable sources such as the wind and sun rather than from 
fossil resources such as gas, oil and coal. Renewable sources can supply electricity, gas or heat. The 
most common kinds of renewable electricity in this country are wind power (both on land and 
offshore), solar power (both on rooftops and as dedicated ‘farms’), hydro power and biomass 
generators (burning wood or plant material). 
 
Why is renewable energy better for the planet? 
These renewable sources emit little or no carbon dioxide and so do not contribute to global 
warming. There are some carbon dioxide emissions involved in the manufacture, construction, and 
maintenance of the equipment, but that is true of all means of power generation.  
 

 
 

How is electricity generated in the UK?  
In 2017 renewables contributed 30%  of the electricity generated in the UK, up by 5% in 2 years; 
nuclear power accounted for 21%, but 47% was still derived from coal and gas. 
For comparison, France is heavily dependent on nuclear power to generate electricity  (72%) and 
18% of its electricity is renewable; Germany generates 28% from renewables, and Norway 98% 
because of its many hydro-electric power stations.  
But we all use energy which is not electrical, primarily in our transport systems, so in terms of total 
energy use in the UK in 2017, fossil fuels (oil, gas and coal) still contributed 80% of our energy.   
 
Can I buy renewable energy?  
Yes, many energy companies now offer a renewable or ‘green energy tariff’ for electricity through 
which you can buy 100% renewable power. Some also offer a package with ‘renewable’ gas, but 
this requires some explanation.  



What is renewable gas and what is offsetting? 
Methane gas can be generated from ‘fuels’ such as waste food, farm wastes and manures. These 
are essentially plant materials, and since plants absorb carbon dioxide while growing, releasing it 
back into the atmosphere adds no extra carbon; so these sources are considered renewable. We 
can at least regard them as sustainable since plants can go on growing as long as conditions on 
earth are suitable, but we are not making any more gas, oil or coal ! 
But even with a renewable gas contract, only 6-7% of the gas is currently generated in the UK, and 
over 90% of what you use creates carbon emissions. So the supply companies balance this by what 
is called offsetting; they invest in projects in developing countries which reduce carbon emissions 
by (for example) generating biogas in those countries, or reducing emissions from domestic cooking 
stoves, or reducing deforestation.  So ‘your’ emissions in this country are balance by a reduction in 
emissions elsewhere; the overall emission is zero or balanced.  
 
If I buy renewable energy will my power supply change at all? 
Buying renewable energy means that you are paying for the amount of renewable energy you 
consume to be fed into the national grid. So you are helping to push up the share of total UK energy 
use that comes from renewable sources. You will still get electricity and gas as before, just as 
reliably, and pay for it in the same way. It is the same energy as your neighbour uses but you have 
bought it from a renewable source. 
How do l find out more and make the switch? 
There are a number of cost comparison and switching websites, e.g. moneysupermarket.com, 
uswitch.com and moneysaving expert.com. There are now many companies offering renewable 
energy both big companies such as Npower and Scottish Power, and new ones such as Bulb, Tonik, 
Ecotricity, and Good Energy. If it is not clear on your cost comparison website which tariffs are 
green look for the ‘Plan info’ button beside each offer, and this will tell you the energy source.  
 
What else should I bear in mind? 
- Prices for renewable energy broadly follow prices in the fossil fuels dominated energy market; so 
if oil prices rise then green tariffs rise too. This may be puzzling and annoying, but if green tariffs 
were markedly cheaper then everyone would try to buy them and demand could not be met, so the 
price would rise anyway! The best way to increase supply is to buy renewables now.  
- You might pay a little extra than you do now, or the green tariffs won’t necessarily be the 
cheapest; but because of the way the energy market works there are always offers available, so it is 
often possible switch to renewables and to make a savings. 
-  And here is a reminder why we should look into it: 
 

 


