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Helping Children and Families in India

As the holiday season approaches, we find ourselves reflecting on the blessings we have
received throughout the year and the importance of spreading love and joy to those less
fortunate. This year, we are reaching out to you with an urgent initiative for poor children
and families affected by recent floods in India through brother Joel Madiki.

These floods have left many families
struggling to rebuild their lives. Homes have
been destroyed and livelihoods disrupted.
The children, in particular, are grappling
with the harsh reality of their circumstances,
and we believe that together, we can bring
a ray of hope into their lives.

Imagine the difference a pack of groceries
will make to a flood-affected family and the
joy that a simple gift can bring to a child’s
face — a small gesture that has the power
to brighten their world and create cherished
memories.

The Indian churches at Bethsaida and
Gollaprolu have committed to helping these
vulnerable individuals. They are trying to

provide gifts and meals to poor children
and flood-affected families.  We have upheld
their hands, sending them a thousand
dollars from our missions fund.

Together, we can turn the tide of hardship
into a season of warmth, love, and joy. $10
will provide for a child’s meal and a gift.
$25 for a flood-affected family will provide
groceries and clothing, offering comfort and
relief as they navigate the challenges of
recovery.

Thank you for your 2023 annual missions
Sunday gift.  The total amount will be
published next Sunday.  It will be used
prayerfully to assist in missions and special
needs.



A Child is Born

Tomorrow,  the world will celebrate the birth of Jesus

Actually Jesus was not born on December 25th –
Luke 2:8  There were shepherds in the same country 
staying in the field, and keeping watch by night over their 
flock.

Also nowhere in the Bible are we instructed to 
commemorate the birth of Jesus

Instead we are commanded to remember the death of 
Christ - Luke 22:19  He took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and gave to them, saying, "This is my 
body which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.“

This is why the church never celebrated christmas

A Child is Born

So is it wrong to celebrate the birth of Christ?

Romans 14:5-6  One man esteems one day as more 
important. Another esteems every day alike. Let each man 
be fully assured in his own mind. He who observes the day, 
observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the 
day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats 
to the Lord, for he gives God thanks. He who doesn't eat, to 
the Lord he doesn't eat, and gives God thanks.

There is no evil unless the Bible forbids it

Let every Christian and his family do what they decide, and 
not condemn each other

The Titles of Jesus

For the rest of our time together, we will focus on the titles 
of the child that was predicted by Isaiah.

It was prophesied to give hope to Israel – at a time of great 
distress for Israel.  

Fulfilled 700 years later in Jesus.

There are about 200 names and titles attributed to our Lord 
Jesus

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

A Child is born



Wonderful Counselor

The word wonderful literally means “full of wonder”, 
“incomprehensible.” 

Jesus was an unusual child - virgin birth Matthew 1:23-25  
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, And shall bring forth a 
son. 

They shall call his name Immanuel;" Which is, being 
interpreted, "God with us." 

Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him, and took his wife to himself; and 
didn't know her sexually until she had brought forth her 
firstborn son. He named him Jesus. 
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Wonderful Counselor
A counselor is a wise king, such as Solomon, giving 
guidance to his people - Micah 4:9  Now why do you 
cry out aloud? Is there no king in you? Has your 
counselor perished, That pains have taken hold of you 
as of a woman in travail?

Jesus is a wonderful counselor -Hebrews 4:14-16  
Having then a great high priest, who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold tightly to our confession. For we don't have a high 
priest who can't be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but one who has been in all points tempted 
like we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near 
with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time of 
need.
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Mighty God

“Mighty” is a translation of the Hebrew word “gibbor,” 
which is defined as “strength, power, hero, warrior.” 

Isaiah 9:6 tells us that Jesus is El Gibbor, the God of 
Strength, the God of Power, God our Hero, and God 
our Warrior.

Ephesians 6:10-13  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and 
in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil… For our wrestling is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, 
against the world's rulers of the darkness of this age, 
and against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 
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Mighty God

John 1:1-14 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through him. Without him 
was not anything made that has been made. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness hasn't overcome it... 

The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We 
saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only 
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.
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Everlasting Father
We call the person who gives us life, father.

Jesus is not God the Father, but a father because He 
gives life

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation. The old things have passed away. 
Behold, all things have become new.

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ, and it 
is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me. That life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me.

In this sense, Paul calls himself the father to Timothy in 
1 Timothy 1:2  to Timothy, my true child in faith: Grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Christ 
Jesus our Lord.
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Everlasting Father
Early christian leaders are called “church fathers”

1 John 2:13  I write to you, fathers, because you know 
him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young 
men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write 
to you, little children, because you know the Father.

So, as the Everlasting Father, the Messiah is a father, 
and His fatherhood will be without end. 

The Hebrew word translated “everlasting” has the idea 
of “without end.” eg the next verse says of the 
Messiah, “Of the greatness of his government and 
peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:7)

Jesus’ role as provider will not be limited by aging or 
death. 
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Prince of Peace
The Hebrew word for “peace,” shalom, is often used in 
reference to an appearance of calm and tranquility

In our sinful state, we are enemies with God - Romans 
5:10  For if, while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us”

Because of Christ’s sacrifice, we are restored to a 
relationship of peace with God - Romans 5:1  Being 
therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ
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Prince of Peace
World is in conflict; Countries are in conflict; 
Families are in conflict…

Only Christ can bring us peace - Isaiah 11:6-8  
The wolf will live with the lamb, And the leopard 
will lie down with the young goat; The calf, the 
young lion, and the fattened calf together; And a 
little child will lead them. 

The cow and the bear will graze. Their young 
ones will lie down together. The lion will eat straw 
like the ox. 

The nursing child will play near a cobra's hole, 
And the weaned child will put his hand on the 
viper's den.
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Conclusion
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, do not be distracted with 
Santa Claus, parties and gifts.

Learn about the real Jesus, and introduce Him to your 
family and friends

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 
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